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"NativeNative" Rights in Canada ,"' by the Indian-EskimoIndianEskimoIndian Eskimo- Association ofof-
Canada

of-
CanadaCanada.. Ronald St.. Johnlohn MacDonald , ChairmanChainnan ,. RestwchR-.chR.chR.chchReaaaach.- ComCom-Com-
mittee

Com-
mittee

¬-
mittee .

Although. thistls is a very dry book ,. a little confusing ,. andnd out ofof-
date

of-
datedate ,. it is also a good history of the legal dealings with the IndiansIndians-
and

Indians-
andand Eskimos of Canada . In this way , it will give the reader a betterbetter-
feeling

better-
feelingfeeling for the present situation of aboriginal and treaty rights of thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative people in Canada . .

"NativeNative" Rights in
,
Canada " is actuallyIIctua11y a report which was putput-

together
put-

togethertogether in the lateJate 1960's1960s160's160s' by the Legal Committee of the Indian-IndianIndian-
Eskimo

Indian-
Eskimo

-.
Eskimo Association of Canada . It is importantimpo.rtaJimportaJ. because it pointspointpoints-
out

$
out very clearly the inadequacy of Canada'sCanadas' approach to Indian andand-
Eskimo

and-
EskimoEskimo affairs .

The report states that half of Canada'sCanadas' Native
,
people enteredentered-

into
entered-

intointo treaty at the request of the British and CanadianCanad1a governments .

The other half were never given the opportunity to do this in spitespite-
of

spite-
ofRoyalProclamationof the cleardear policy of the Federal governmentgovernrDent laid out inin'theinthe'the Royal
Proclamation of 1763 . Therefore ,. the claims of half of Canada'sCanadasCanada's-
Native

Canada's-
Native

'
Native people were dealt with in an orderly way and on the basisbasis-
that

basis-
thatthat they had a legallegalaboriginalaboriginal right to the land . This11s raises imporimpor-impor-
tant

¬.-
tant questions about the legal correctnesscorrec'tnesscorrectness' in the dealingsdewgs with landland-
in

land-
inin the remaining areas . ThreeT1iree of these areasmas are most of the YukonYukon-
Territoxy

Yukon-
TerritoryTerritoryTerritoxy ,. partparts* of the Northwest Territories ,. aridand., parts of BritishBritish-
Columbia

British-
ColumbiaColumbia . ' '

The; report states further thatththat: the only p.P9ssiblP9ssiblpcssiblepc.' ossiblessible legal remedy forfor-

nontreaty
for-

nontreatynon-treatynontreaty inir non-NativenonNative"on-Native"ononIron-NativeIron ownershipownershipwnershlp is15 claim ofnon-treatynontreaty- areas now " - a compencompen-compen-
sation

¬.-
sation for the lands lost . At the time the report was published suchsuch-
aa claimcl lm still had notMt been taken to the courts .

'

In fact , the majority of Canadian'canadian' Native people trusted the Fedfed-fed-
eral

Fed-
eral

¬-

eral government so completely for their ' welfarewelfare
, that ' going to courtcourt-

to"test
court-

toto1to"testtotestto " 'test or enforce their rights was nevernever ' regarded'regarded' seriously . ThisThis-
meant

ThisThis-
meantmeant thatthat-thattheir-- their legal rights and aboriginalborigi1al claimsclabns werewere poorlypoor1 dede-dede-

fined
¬.-

finedfmed under Canadian law . In turntoni , this meant that theirtheir'rightStheirrightStheir'rightitheirrighti'rights
"

couldcowdcould-
bebee easilye y disregarded by the governmentgovepunent , whichwlch quickly became thethe-

case

the-

casecase . .- .

Today , howeverhow ver, the oldold'trustoldtrust' trust in governments is mostly gonegone-
and

gone-
andand there '" arere many courtCQUrt claims ', awaiting resolutionres lution in CanadaCanida .

There are also other Native claims which are presentlypre nt1y being negonego-nego-
tiated

nego-
tiated

-¬-

tiated in other ways , such as the one in the Yukon Territory .
Hopefully these attempts to settle Canadian Native claimslaims inIn-

regard
in-

regardregard to aboriginal and treaty rights will bring a renewedrene't'edrenetedreneged' ,respectrespect-
for

respect-
forfor Canada'sCanadas' Indian and Eskimo peoples .

As Chief Dan George from British Columbia puts it :; "Let.noLet.noLetno"Letno"LetLet"Letno-
one

"
., nono-

oneone forget it , we are a people with special rights
,
guaranteedteed us byby-

promises
by-

promisespromises and treaties . We do not beg for thesethese'rightstheserights' rights ,. nof.donofdonor.donordonor-donordo.- wewe-

thank
we-

thankthank you . We do not thank you for themthem.becauselwe'paidthem.becauselwepaidthembecauselwepaid'. because ;.wewe.

' paid forfor-
them

forfor-

themthem , and God help us, the price We paid was ,exorbitantxorbitant.1jIxorbitant1jIexorbitant.4exorbitant4.* WeyweWe paidpaid-

fOr

paid-

forfor
,

them with our culture ,. our dignity , ouro t pridepiide 'andand' self-respectselfrespectself-:- '
spect .

WeWeWepaidpaid , we paid and we paid until we became a beateqbeaten. racerace- 'pover-race- 'poverrace- poverrace'po- vertystriken, paver .-
'and .:."'ty-strikentystriken- conquered -.


