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After two-and-one half years
(of haggling and public debate,
ithe state Board of Fish and
Game established the criteria
a  subsistence  priovity
in the state of Alaska, The
board then took Jess than
‘three hours to define a key
- part of that priority,

Their definition has been

~ heralded by those in favor and
opposed to subsistence as a
step in the right direction

- for a number of reasons. Those

| supporting subsistence, with a
few exceptions, see the regu-
lations as another gtep 1o
fulfilling the state and fed-
eral vequirements for a subsis-
tence users calegory .in the

Rural users get priority in
time of game, fish shortage

Those opposing the subsis-
tence priority law feel that
the regulations will pound an
otier pail i the subsistence
“voffin,” »y oreating another
outpouriny, of anti-subsistence
fealings from urban areas.

The regulations which were
the subject of so much debate
ard emotion state that persons
living in “rural” Alaska will
be allowed to take fish or game
before sports gr commercial
hunters or fishermen if there is
not enough fish or game 10
he taken by all groups of
Users.

Their decision was made
after Jim Rearden, from Ho-

met, changed his opposition 1o
the regulations and said he

(Contitmed to Page Twenty-Four)



Definition of ‘rural' rushed through hearing
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