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The Arctic area is much 100
valusble in oo many ways
cultural, resource and defensive

for the United States to not
have a sound Arctic policy and
ongoing research efforts in the
aréa, according to North Slope
represeniatives, scientists and
indusiry representatives.

Their comments came last

' week at a US. Senate hearing

on Senate Bill 1562 which
would create a coordinated
Arctic research and develop-
ment policy. The bill was the
first major piece of legislation
entered by Alaska's US, Sen.
Frank Murkowski. The hearing
was chaired by US. Sen.
(Continued on Page Ten)
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Ted Stevens, chairman of the
Senate Governmental A ffaifs
Committee.

All of those people testify-
ing were fairly critical of the
country's lack of an Arctic
policy. The United States is the
only one of the Arctic coun-
tries to not have an established
Arctic policy despite the fact
that the area is established as
the main supplier of ofTshore
ol and gas deposits and s
believed 10 be incredibly rich
in onshore oil, gas and strate-
g mineral deposits.,

The lack of interest in the
area on a long-term basis was
criticized by representatives of
the Inupiat community .

OMiver Leavitt, treasurer of
the  Arctic  Slope  Regional
Corp., was  critical of  the
apparent imbalance of research
miney  spent in the At
compared  to the  amount
spent m Antarclica.

Leavitt fagd Murkowski and
Stevens that the “natwon has a
legal and moral obligation 1o
the residems of the North
Slope to insure that expluita-
tiom of the resources there does
not jeopardize the subsisience
resources on which our nutri-
twnal  and  subsistence  de-
pend,”

Calling the proposal “long
overdue,” Leavitt said the hill
should be approved and Tunded
1o insure that shon and long
term development is conducted
i a way that will have minimal
mpact on the renewahle re.
soaices of the area that the

people have been so depéndent
upon — fish, game, and other,

food sources.

Leavitt said he found ironic
the amount of attention and
research money that has been
poured into  Antarctica, “a
barren wasteland with no re-
source value and no indigenous
population

“This attitude is no more
clearly  reflected  than it s
by the govermment decision
o close the Naval Arctic Re.
search Laboratory,” at Barrow
while continuing 1o pour mon-
ey inlo Antarctic research,

“We resent  this distorted
sense ol priorities,” said Lea-
will,

Leavitt reminded the sena-
tors that the Arctic serves as
a host for extensive resource
development would be conduc.
ted in a way that would
allow the people 1o continue
living a subsistence lifestyle in
another century,

Ralph Anderson, special as-
sistant 1o North Slope Borough
Mayor Lugene Brower, read a
statement  from Brower, that
also  supported  Murkowski's
bill but suggested that not
enough local input would be
received il the hill i passed
as writlen,

“We depend on the re-
sources of a very fragile envir.
onment and it is a very respect-
ful relationship,” said Ander-
UM

He wold the senators that
in 1975 then-Mayor  Ehen
Hopson  asked lor an Arctic

b

policy and Mtarted the wheels
rolling for the Inuit Circum-

polar Conference to discuss the
Arctic development .

“Very little has been done
on Arctic research, Millions of
dollars worth of oil and gas
are taken out yearly and very
litile research is being done.”

Numerous development ac-
tivities will 1akeé place in the
Arctic in the coming years,
said the statement,

They include the Alaska
Natural Gas Transportation
System to carry Prudhoe Bay
gas to the Lower 48 states; De-
velopment of the 23.million-
acre National Petroleum Re-
serve, offshore oil and gas
development in the Beaufort
and Chukchi sea; preliminary
wvestigation of the oil and
gas polential of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge au.
thorized by the Alaska Nation-
al Lands Conservation Act.
developmem of the Arclic
coal reserves; development ol
icebreaking tankers to movye oil
from the offshore oil rigs 1o
the Lower 48 petrochemical
development  using Prudhoe
Bay natural gas: and private ex-
ploration on state and Native-
owned land.

That development will take
place in “remote and fragile
areas in which totally untested
new technologies will have 1o
be employed,” said Brower
who siid he would like re-
search to overtake these devel-
opment plans so that oil spills
and other dangers can be
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is done to our land, our water,

and our subsistence resources.”

‘Brower said that the Native
community must be involved
because they will remain in
the Arctic long after all de-
velopment has stopped.

He also said that resource
development which could be
harmful to Native people and/
or the subsistence use animals
must be identified and those
harmful impacts must be mini-
mized.
~ He also said a program for
the long-lerm dssessments of
chenges  accompanying  re-
source development must be
conducted.

Brower said that Native and
state involvement could help
to forin a list of priorities for

research  elforts 1o insure
that research money is | well
spent.

Brower said that the NARL
facility at Barrow should be
kept open and he said that the
$10 to $12 million annuel
NARL budget could be paid
for by six hours worth of
oil production at Prudhoe Bay.

NARL c¢ould be used as a
logistical support base and ' in-
formation center and resource
for the Native people of the
Arctic and for scientists and
CNEINEETS.

Vera Alexander, director of
the Institute of Marine Science,
testified about one of the
day’s most surprising statistics

by that somewhat sta-
tistic and appeared unhappier
when told that Russia, Green-

land and Canada each have
many more ice-breaking re-
search vessels than the United
States.

Alexander told Stevens that
research for the waters sur.
rounding Alaska must be done
ona continuing multi-disci
plinary basis so that the rea
sons for fisheries actions are
well understanod,

Dr. Juan Roederer, director
of the University of Wlaska's
Geophysical Institute, told Ste-
vens and Murkowski that much
of the research in the Arctic
has been done on @ boom-bust
basis that led to. uneven and
unrelated results,

“Because of the lack ol con-
linuily . in  science support,
teams that have achieved scien-
tific advances often disinte.
grated after completion of
their missions, sometimes with-
out complete documentation
of their work."

(Continued on Page Seventeen)



. He said that much
 basic data that has been com-
piled in other areas is missing

" in the Arctic and therefore
it is impossible to determine

the amauht of longierm envir.

- onmental changes that result

from developmental activities.

Roederer stressed the na-
tional defense importance that
the area presents and he
reminded the panel that “our
principal potential adversary”
~ Russia — has won “several
wars with the aid of the Arc-
tic conditions . . . while the
United States has never fought
a war in the Arctic or under
truly Arctic conditions,”

He also asked what research
has been done on the effect
that Arctic conditions have on
many of the advanced weapons
used in today's defense efforts.

The bill, if passed, would es-
tablish a cabinet-level commis-
sion including the secretaries

of Interior, Commerce and
Defense, the Alaska governor
and representatives of the Na-
tional oceanic and Atmospher-
ic Administration, Smithsonian
Institution and MNational S¢i-
ence Foundation may attend
as observers.

The bill does not include a
source of funding but there
is a possibility that some
offshore oil development mon-
ey might be designated accord-
ing 10 a Stevens aide who said
that sort of funding is ap-
proved by President Reagan.

A hearing will be held in
Washington D.C. in May to
obtain comments from nation-
al interests.

No vote has been scheduled.
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