‘New generation’ seeks to eliminate Tanana Chiefs

By BILL HESS
Tundra Times Stafl

Inside an aging house
Fairbanks, a group of Native
Alaskans, mostly Athabascans
from the Interior, have gath-
ered. The atmosphere is casual.
There are no suils, no lies,
There is plenty of food ; moose
stew, smoked salmon, frozen
char, and mukiuk.

Alihough the guesis help
themselves freely 1o the food,
their main purpos¢ in coming
here was not 1o eat, bul rather
to plan the strategy which they
believe will result in a shift
of Native leadership within
interior Alaska, and a new way
of doing things. Bill Walsh,
the chairman of the Native
village council of Tanana, is in
charge. Bob Gregory, the
young = director of  mental
health education for the Tana-
ng Chiefs .Conference, siis on
the floor writing a public
announcement  which  the
groip plans to release 1o the
media, He wonders out loud if
his actions with what hag been
known to this point as “Ad
Hoc Committee for Tribal

ition™ will cost him his
job with TCC.

“There is a new genera-

Bill Walsh

tion of  leadership emerging
today among the ranks of Ma
tive people who were growing
up 11 b f:[].:..'- '.IJE'_L";"I'-
writes. “The present leadership
who had setiled the ANCSA 15
sue were parl of an elite group
who acted for the people and
not necessarily by the people.
The ANCSA settlement was
mainly for the benefit of the
st of Alaska and its future
in further colonizing and en-
croachment  upon  Native
peoples’ land, government, and
way of life.”

One of the expressed goals
of .the group gathered is 1o do
away with TCC, “eliminate the

middleman.” as they put il

and Gregory is right. The nexi
week he is lired from his job
with the organization

Bil} Walsh, too, runs inio
difficulties. The group had
hrought a sumber ol resolu
tions With them to the conven-
tion held by TCC a few days
garlier. but had withdrawn
them afler a stormy confron
tion with  TCC  leadership
in which they were declared
ol of order. One of the things
Walsh had been driving for was
to pull Tanana out of TCC.

The village council of Tana-

na gethers logether the next
week and in a unammous vote,
they remove Walsh from the
hainmanship. He acted with
out Council  authorization
they «claim. He still retains
his seal on the council but 15
||:'p|;.iu'd by Arlene Smith as
head of the body

“The council has not pualled
out of TCC,” councilman Will
Mayo, who is also the execu
tive vice-president of [ozitna
Mative Corporation, says after
ward.

“There are no plans by this
village o pull out of TCC,”
Mayo emphasizes, claiming
that the relationship between
the groups is a good one

Mavo says that the council
will still be tlaking a closer
look at allegations brought up
by Walsh, “We aren’t endors-
g them,” he adds, “but they
are interesting never-the-less.™

After the action takes place,
Walsh once again meels with
sympathizers in Fairbanks
It doesn’t matter that  he
was removed [rom the chair-
manship, he says, %y law he
and the other council members
have the obligation 1o take cer-
tain steps and he will, regard-
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less.

William “Spud”™ - Williams,
presidemt of TCC, claims that
the goals sought by the group,
who have since dishanded the
Ad Hoc Commitiee and are in
lthe process ol re-organizing.
are basically the same as TCC,
hut they have chosen differemt
methods to pursue them.

Williams does criticize the
group for having used disrup-
tive tactics during the conven-
on, “vou don't disrupl an oi-
derly meeting.” he explains.
“That way., you only succeed
in - antagonizing  everybody
against you,” he says. “You

ut olf any chance of reaching
4 successiul comrpomise solu-
tion!

Still, Williams does not see
mny real trouble between TOC
ind the new group, “They are
iddressing  the same Esues
we are,” Williams savs. “The
ights of the Native people. .
| don't see any conflict.”

The groups may be address-
ng the same issues, but their
views on them are radically
different. On the issue of game

. and fish management for sub-

sistence hunting and  fishing,
TOC 15 supporting the Alaska
Federation of Natives podition
hacking state control of game
and fish management,. provid-
mg that the current law which
zives  subsistence users first
priofity lo resources mn times
of shoriage is maintained. The
polwy  does not  distinguish
Native users from non-Native
LSers.

not be acceplable o the fed-
eral or stale  governments,”
Williams claims further.

Walsh sees it differently. He
points to the special relation-
ship between the federal gov-
ernment and Indian nations,
Let the stale manage game and
fish on . state lands, Walsh
says, but elsewhere, keep
out of .

Walsh exclaims that when
TCC joined with AFN last fall
in passing a résolution support -
ing the transfer of fish and
game powers from the US.
Department of the Interior 1o
the state of Alaska, the action
was a threat fo Native sover-
eignty.

“By giving them (the siate)
any legality,” Walsh  claims,
“theyre poing to act on sub-
sistence.  They're going 1o
vote on it. They outnumber
gt

“We have original jucisdic-

tion," Walsh states, claiming

that D-2 legislation supports

his position. “We are going
o exercise that jurisdiction!™

The thing is protecied so
much by Congressional powers,
the people of the state of Alas-
ka have no say. The United
Stales does protect our sov-
ereign right.” Tt does nol
matier then, Walsh claims, if
people in Alaska do get angry.
“Racial conflict has no place
and sn't even a question,”
he explains. “It’s our original

cluding a great deal of Ml'l
bascan country. ICAS has
also  withdrawn from AFN
aver the subsistence issue,

Walsh recalls a discussion

concerning the relationship be-
tween state and tribal govern-
ments during ithe TCC conven-
tion. “There is no relation-
ship between state and tribal
governments.” he claims.

Both " TOC. and  the ad

hoc group agree that the fed-
eral government has a respon-
sibility 1o provide services,
such as education, medical

care, and social services to -

people on the tribal level.
Again, there is a disagree-
ment on how the services
should be delivered. Through
the curfent system,  money
from the federal government is
channeled from the federal

government down through the

Alaska area office of the Bur-
eau of Indian Affairs and. to
TCC, a non-profit organization
which is responsible for dis-
pensing the services to the 431
villages within the Interior.

The ad hoc group claims
that each time the money
goes through a different level
of operation, mueh of it is
syphoned off in administrative
costs. Cut out the area office

“BIA 1o elinfinate the area of-
" fice. Budgei cuts, he claims,
 will also take care of TCC.

“People can't figure out

how 1o make Reagonomics
work,” says supporter Harry

. Lord. “Reagan can't figure oul

how to make it- work. We're
going (o show theml"®

Williams counters that TCC
is strong, and will continue
to provide . the services in a

coordinated way through all

the villages of the region. “It’s
something thar will continue

forever,” he says

The group is charging

- Williams and ather mémbers of

TCC with wrongdoing in their
involvement with Dinaa Oho
Huuyeedlivo, a profit-making

~corporation. Walsh claims the

operation of the corporation

the mlﬁlll v
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Steven Cooper, Assistanj to the
United States Attorney, calling
for am investigation into the
matter. :

“Walsh has 2 misunderstand-
ing of the whole thing.” Wil
liams claims. “Dinaa Oho has
nothing to . do with TCC.
This is what he doesn’t under-
stand. It is a separate, private
mrpmwim t-nul by all the
villages." -

Cooper n;r: he has received
Walsh's . letter, which Walsh
signed while still chairman of
the Tanana council. *l don't
yet know how I'm going 10

-answer  the leiter,” Cooper

says, indicating that he has
not yet determined whethér

or nol he sees grounds for
an investigation,



