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Jens-Jens- leavtttLeavittpractisespractises InuptatIruuplatdancesdanues a;ssClayborneTvnik-looksssClayborneTvniklooks$ Clayborne Tuntk-
looks pn.pnon.on.
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Young Barrow DancersaboveDancers6bove
,
( ) are

!
joined by'by

)

'
Mt.Edge-Mt.EdgeMt.,?

E-dge.Edge.Edge.dge- -.

cumbe students inin ahart Invitational.Invitational.: Earlier (belowb1low ) they
got a chuckle out of snapshots of a performance.performance .
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' The BarrowDanBarrovi(Dancera?ers in ActionAction''
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. Barrow dancers peribmiperform
ByBILLHESSBy BILL HESS

TtindrT"AdreTAdre" * TmTimes| StaffStaff
,
JtIt 1Is$ good to Eskimo dance.dance.

So saysay 13-year-old13yearold13-year-0jd0jd- -- .JenJenlens. Lea-Lea-

; vitvltl.of.arrgwr"vltlof.arrgwrvltlofarrgwr(
.
of.of. Barrow.Barrow$ .,. -II-" ! just like ItIt-It,"-,

he expoundexpounds , LeLeavittvitt Is a mem-memmem -

bet'betber ' of the Barrow Dancers.Dancers., ;,

-ForFor"For-" the hips(rip ," teavittWvitt elabelab--

orateOrates.furtherOratesfurtherfurther. wheiiwhen pushed for
a reason , why

, hholikes'holikes, like ' ft.ftft ., ,
ps's'

a dancer ,; ;, he.heate., often journeyed
'fat from.fromfrom ., BarTOwBarrow toto locations

such aa 'NomeNome' , Sitka.Sitka., AnAn--
choragechorage , , FairbinkFairbanks,

, andimd San
Dieio.CUf-Dieio.CUfDiego., C ?}V,,, -

'LcavittLcavitt'
Leavitt , itartedstarted dancingdancing'dancing ' at

ageage of nine"WenineWenine ,,, "WeWe" jttsljdst joined to.toht r.

thethq practice
,

,"'* he rememberremembers ;:

"ThenThen'Then""' we(ve got goodgoodTheri'wegoodTheriwe*,. Then'weThenwe'

rtartedstarted leaving'leaving ' for the Indianlndlan L

Eskimo OlympicOlympic-,-"
Martha.Martha. AikenAiken , a ,'

respectedrespecte4'respecte4
'

'elderelder' ;, of the groupgroup' has.has. been
,with ftIt since it 'beganbegan'began'aboutbeganabout'

, 'about
115$ yearyears

,
.ago.ago.ago. . "We.We.We"WeWe" ., didn'tdidnt'

startuntgstart.untflClaybornestartuntflClayborne., Claybone and.and. aoipesome
otherother.other. .whowho. already dance ,

y-
daince

showershowedusus howbow ,;" she refers to1to'to'

Claybornt.ClayborntClayborne ., Tunik , who not
only was la ,

founderfounder'' ofbf the
dance/groupdancegroupdance'dance'/, group , but Is president
of itWtoday.Wtodaytoday.today.

'
Others whowhb 'helped.helped.helpedhelped ,. teachteach an

old traditionaraditlon toto
,

youngyoung people
included fete and tsaIsa Sovalik ,

Dick BoltBolt'Bolt;', Sr.SrSr.ySry. VincentVintent Na.Na.

gcak.gcakBeak.Beak .. Rhoda Nageak , Johnny
and Kate Tookak , Chester and
Elizabeth j.ampejampelampe. and RouteRoxie
Ekowana.Ekowana.

MostMost'' of the dancerdancers are

young people of junior high
and , high school'schoolchool ' age , while

adultaduhidodo the tingingfinjiutg( and drumdrum
ming.mingmlng.mlng.

? As they travel , the dancerdancers
perform .-different

d-
ifferent., different ; typctypes of

'dancedance' dances , which help their
_,their, audt-audtaudi-audi-

"-

ences
e- nces"

ences leanle"alea" ,a littlelittle more ,aboutbout
'their culture , even-'ifeve-nifeven If the audlsudl.sudl.,

enceonce b(s largely Inliplatlnupiat itIt.It.
self.self., -ThereThere-

, are , .the-
.

the-
.th-e

.th-
e

.
.,

action
'dancesdances'dancest"The'dancestThe' ,-'Thc''Thc'Thc-,'" ' actionaction dance*

dance Is

.
reallyeally( 'aa'

?
fun 'dance.dance.dance'danceAikendanceAiken' .'* Aiken

explains.explains.. ,

"AnybodyAnybody'Anybody"' who wants can
do it.itit.it. Men follow the mens'mensmens-'-

motions ; women follow the
womenswoment'woment*' Women don'tdont' stamp
their feet, men do.dodo., The men
stamp their feet and stick
their butts out ,

*" says AikcnAiken
"TheyThey" don'tdont' have motion in

their arms likelice the women do.do.

Unless they want to just joke
and make everybody laugh.laugh.

"

Always , the dancers wear
gloves.gloves . "It'sIts"It'sIts" '

,
a custom.custom., 1I don'tdont'

know the reason ,
*"* Alden saysays.says.

"We'dWed-"We'd-" ' feel , lost without wear *,
Ing gloves.gloves."

There are also motion dan'dandan.'.
cesees, which Aiken explains ireare

memorized , dances passed on
from a personperson who knows the
meaning of the dances toto
another.another. Some describe 'ani-'aniani' -

malsmale , and some tell of actiacti--

vities.vities.
There are special dances ,

(Continued ohon Page SeventeenSeventeenj'Seventeenj) '
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' .like1like1.

IOCe"IOCe" thetlii bow'bowbow
'
.dancedancedance ;:;; . AflcenAlken

. explaintxplilns'txplilns' Unfitthat wit ixlspot,! not done,

'ofteri.'tbutofteri.tbutofteritbutoftefbut' ., '! fauscdls'used'inlsusedin';, 'toto' i'getiget' get * .

,, together: -betweenbetween- ;"wowo"

, villages i6

r
"-

iogether
i-
ogether

"

which Involves friendly(r1endlycompa-
tition'feastipg

r1endlycompa-
titionfeastipg

" ,, .

. -titiontition- ,;' feasting and gift giving ;,'
and-and- can last fpr.weeksfprweeksfor.

week'week';: ' ,

t ThereThere'There' areare'are' story dancedances ,
.? 'suchsuch' such asalt the one about a youngyoung'young'

1

athletic/athletic/,. womanwomad who'who' 'couldcould'

hunthunt ais well .aa.as'as' any man.andmanandtnak. and
whowho'didwhodid,

'did notnot'.waritnot.waritnotwarit'
.,
vvant t0'gct0gcto""gettoget'" | mar

riedtied ,, ,
' but'butbut ' finally .diddid.

; did because
hehet( grahdmolhei'wasgrahdmolheiwasgrandmother ' was going toto '

- ' have , thethe-.shamanthe.shamanthe.shamanshaman'-.shamanshaman. turn'turn'turn'' ' her

, intdiln to aa-
','
pefpe

" t IfIt. she didn'tdidntdidn"t'" *

*, ,

,

'TheirTheir1heir' audiences may leamlearn
.aa. greatgreit dealealfrom.theinealfromtheinfrom them

.
, but the

BarrowBarrow.dincersBarrowdincerswdancers, . learn ,; much
thcrnseivesthemselves.themselves."Tyhenwewentto'WhenWhen' -wewe-

; went to'to'

Sap DiegoDlegoAiktn; ,
iken remeniberremembers ,

*'ss'sbmesbme' meofof the dancers had nevernever'never'

beenbe n Outside beforCrbefore
? They realtbal

lyIly jenjojedlenjoyed , Itlt.lt. They"They" -couldn'tcouldn'tcouldntiouldn'tiouldnt- '
believe ilheythey, were'werewere"'" out .ofof.

'-that
t-
hat'

AlaskalAlaskat They'sawTheysawThey '*
SAW

'-price'that'p-ricethat'price * '

wer'CwerCleei' real 'low.low.low-low.'- . TheyThey sawsaw 'allall' all

the thingithings wee , don'tdont' have , like
'

zoos.-We.werezoosWe.werezoos.zoosWe.wereWewerexoos.YWewerexoosYWewere. - ., surprised to secse'esee

that'thatthat4
'

, there 'werewere'
, 'no',6Skii'onno6Skiion' no '

, tusk ,,
'on

the'the' :* walrus at the zoo.zoozoo.zoo. ,
We

thoughtthodght the walruswili-uswilius- alwaysalways has
tuskM"tuskMtuskll"tuskll; "

TticThe? dancers also have foundfound

that when , they travel , they'they
'

often can not find the .foodfood.,

they 'likelike' , "SoSo" we bring our
own.ownown., '"* AikerrAlkerr explains.explains. "FishFish" ,

carlb6ucariu , and ugruk seal.seal, ."

SometimesSomelimes , they find, food

served that is Just
,

what they
like.like. When they vlsiteL5LtkavWte'tkavWtetka( '

to perform at MounrBEdge-MounrBEdgeMoun dge-dge- "

cumbccumbe High School for stu.stustu-.-

dents and alumnf'last'alumnflastalumni"lastalumnilast"' ' Feb"i-Feb"iFebiFebru-Febru" -
' '

ary , a potlatch waswas heldheld''InheldInin
their honor.honor.

WhenWhen they traveled to Fair.FairFair-.-

banksbank'bank' last month ,; they feastedJeasied

at'theattheat 'thethe' Falrbanka'Falrbanka"' Native'Aiso8'NativeAiso8Natlve4sso' '
,

elationclatlohi
,
potlatch'wherepotlatchwherepottatch'where'there"pottatchwherethere,, ' ' there "

waswas much good Native food.food., t
),

' It ilsotakeiilsojak"4iotilsojak4iot; "( -lotlot- of moneymoney'money'
to fly aias nunYplany as 17-20172017.201720.- dincerdancers ,

'

around Alaska.'TheAlaska.TheAlaskaTheAlaska.Alaska. "TheThe'" dancerdancers ,

have.have., reddyedreceived help from the ,

'

?,
North Slope BoroujhBorough'Commit.BoroughCommit.BoroughCommit'

Commit-Commit-..,

tee onon"HistoryonHistory"

;, History 'andand' and
/,/CultureCultureCultur0

f ,l

"thethe" Northorth SlopeSlopi LanguageLanguages i

' Commission/Commission/,' th-ethe-
-
AbskaAlaska'S.fAlaskaS.fAlaskaSf'StateState'

. ate
Council on the ArtActs

,-
., ;,and alsoatom"atom"*

have gotten
?
help from groupgroups

Inviting Ihem1hent'to1hentto' to perform.perform., Per-PerPer.Per-.
'former'former' ' "oftenoften"often 'toeettoeet'meetmany, ttiany 'ofof' f
their'their' ownowntexpense-

s

expense ;;'
itsome'peopleitsomepeopleIi''somepeopleIisomepeople'

' ' look fortot com
plicatedifcated, resions'thiresionsthireasons'thereasonsthe'' people"people" of.of.,

thetheNo, Nortri*, dancedanco , Aiken'AikenAiken'tAikent' reareal,.
' onon Is simplefanplt.fanplt.,., :&BiingBiing&Being Eskimo

it'itit'sits' ontyd* nituinatural! ; ir.ir., ,1&1ti11& o? Eskimo

danclngi'danclngidancingl'shedancinglshe'!*' she explains.explainsyxplainw.
#
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