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Matthewaitthew Fred , traditionaltrgd1tional chichigffofof Ar'soo'1'Arsoo1Angoon' ' ', perfonnsperforms afat CetebrafonCelebration 021r1Junek2 h ,
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ChrKtianityChr4t ity
_

keep cuculturelture.alivelturealive.alive
By BiUBill IkssNess

,
TunClrTundrsTimes,Tim StfStilt* (

'TheThe' The , , songs the/thethey/ sing
, jreare

strong.strongrong.rong. The.TheThe.'storiesThe.storiesThestories. 'stories they tellten'ten'

areold,, ,; and;rid rich with the lifelift
of a people who have longlong' '

thrived inire , the .TainTain.;nlnforestsforest
i1 andand

waterwaters of Southeast Alaska.Alaska.
There havcibecrjiho'bookt'tQhavcibecrjihobookttQhavebeer1,, ,, pd' books'tabooksta'

pass..thesepass.thesepassthesepass ., .
these ttoriesstories '-alohgy

a-

lohgy'along onlytruly
wordword of mouth.mouth.,,

Yet, .theythey.
;: o'ftcnioftcniOita' pinpoint

to the year veyentsevent which , haphap.*.
pened many centuriescenturies'agocenturiesago'ago.ago. The-TheThe.-.

| traditional
'

clothing, they'weartheywear( 'wearwear'

whenwhen'theywhentheythey perform thelithel ;
,
songs.songs.,

andslid dances is'is' notnot only colorcolor.. ,

ful, but.but., fhethe
,
designs and figuresfigures

on them iclltell , clan and ,tribattribal
historieshistories-histories-,,, 1t4e0.0. elaboratelyelaborately
carvercarvfd animalanimal bird'bird' andand"seaandsea"uvuv" ,
life figurefigures ono their woodeiwooden|
batbats also1sa".spg1sa.spg1saspg" .spealtspealt. ( .toto., to those who
understand their meanings.meanings.,

ThesThesqare? ; re the( he people.ofpeopleof.,
An-AnAlt.Alt-.

goon,, located.ohlocatedohlocatedcih
., AdmirabyAdlniraky IsIs.Is.

landlandj.landj,,. and they havehavtlept'havtleptept'ept' their
way alivealive despite the onslaught
of foreign culture , religionreligion , and
lifcstyles.lifcstyleslifestyles., Often , Christianity
has been the 'majormajor' battle-axbattleax-

used in battering down the
religionreligions! and culturesulturis of Native ,
peoplepeople--,, ycfyet MatthewMatthew Fredfired gives(Ives

credit'credit' tosoilA great( real Christian.lead'Christian.leadChristianleadChristlaf . 1ead '
er for helping to 'wewe',

,
save ?., ,lhethe

Tlingit religionreliion and culture.cultureeukire .,

" '"* John - Venfoierioff-Venhiefi4rVenhiefi4r ,"Father'Father"Father" ,,,

who wai'ancnnledwaiancnnledwas' iWntea BbhopBishop''InBishopIn' '

nocent , becanid
,, 'atharclt'ofiltatharcltofilt' "'

!
!}

,

RussiaRussia'FiedRussiaFied;' 'lPred.lPred., ; drhowho , b the ira-10ira10tra-tra-
ditional chiefchltfl; of'.Angooaci'tof.AngooacitofAngooacitorAngoan' .% ,;, efc'4efc4)

'

plains.plains. ", JIft'talksfttalks/tallutallu/, ' , of, the"thethe ", days
beforc'UussiabeforcUussiabefon'RusstibefonRussti' sold "aa"(whafrtgntstights

,

il.heldilheldit.fielditfield. In Alaska to( o the United

States.States. Bishop83shop InnocentTnnoctnt '-spents-pent'spent

a&
,
great deal'deal' oftimoot tint in

,

Alaska ,,

,Fred explains/andexplainsandexplains /, and built scviralicvtral

?athedrals.athedralsathedralit. such ,a} .thosethose., in

VnalaskaandKwiiak! lnalaska and Kodlak ,?
"InIn" pbservlngipbserv4 our culture.culture.,

jhthe encouraged TlingltsT1ingits notttgt
(4oo relinquishrelinquish'' practising their
religion ,," Fred ,, explainexplains.explains .-;; "HeHe"tietie"
.wrote.wrote.wrote.wrote. .aa. letter JK

,
p-thepthe- the wzar,

' ")t

findfind nono-"faultno-fault'"
.faultfault. 'inin' ; the.the. tradition

iptt64.peopleNt64peopleN( .people"people",
,

t, cncoutagencourage
( hemm .'
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?.,
'- -.ChrjslianBy.ChrjslianBy-,. istianity and

,

theirtheir, religion, runrun'pirallclrunpirallcl'parallelparallel'
, to.to.

.togethertogetherogether. ? ;"ll" Matthew $ quoti4uottli
, Bishopbishop innocent.innocent( nnocent.nnocent..

' "tatertater"LaterLater" onon'whenOheronwhenOher,, ' when tlier rcligirelig
', Ions'Ions(on ' iamtames ; in , they fWere,wertig"wertig,

,

lg"lg""
norant to 'putputlour' hligion.hligionOligign.Oligign. Tliey'TlieyWhey'Whey'

started IQtq ' 'ficcuseficcuse'
,accuse Sts,us of rar.rar..

ticing'ticingtiring'tiring' paganisnipat nismt} qt .nany.manymany
*

yearsyears ,,, weweddod notjpractieenotrpractice ourour
religfonreligionO.MatthewsreligionOMatthews, .Ma'ttricw.MattricwMattricw. ' relates.relates.
' Until'Until'until''' ' In'Inlrt' theh? latlate ,;? 0t0's0s*' , wewe'we'

realized'Uia.trealizedUia.trealizedUiatrealized ' thatevcnour. , even pur children

perhaps , would
, notnot know tuchtuck

a thing existed , In the, past: We

realized "BishopBishop" Bisb p Innocent ,waswas

fight.rightright.
, our wawe-we- was good !!"

Matthew brings up affIndi.affIndiarr irwi-irwi.-'

dent which is still told.told. among
the .pingits.pingits.pingitsVingits. ., "WhertWhert"WhenWhen" the sha.shashe-she- .?; r'

'tnah4the,
* medictoemanmedicineman , went

intTaintd( "aa" trance , he went aroundarrourid
% iK'i'fire.iKifire.iKifirethel'ArethelAre''

., three times , likelace the
suit goeth around the earth.earth;.
1thefirst0, first words he Wen'Wenutters"areuttersare'" are ,
'It'sIts'It *' becoming visiblevisible !) I1 see the

;'RiverRiver' River of ULee ;, andend into the
River of Lifelure floivi the Stream.Stream,.

otof Stealing ; undiln'toundilnto-andand- XM6the'ltiverXM6theltiver'

i, th
' River

6fIbf UfeLife 'flowsflows
'
(lows , the , Stream of

KillingKilling into"into", the.thethe., River of Lifel ifi

,tflowsflows ! the Stream of LyingLyihg - .
,by'by' Uie'Uiethe'* timetimer , he .hathhathMath. , gotten

'' *' through , he:; had jiustgust ncltedrecited'recited'

the tenten commandnientscommandments !

"AndAnd" he , would 'tell'tell' ' the
,

people , *ifir you live'live' ' fypy these'these'

rules, you will hotsnot ,
; offend ,

the'the' Spirit ,AboveAbove'' SpiritSpirits .,
'NoblemanNobleman' oblenun Above'Above' Noblemen ;
1n)n ;,'

otherotherwords,word'swords' , hee, waswa'swas'
?,telling

,
iis'theiistheus the

,

sameani( thing as the'BibletheBibletheB;' ble ,;
King of Kings , andand LordLord of
Lo

'FredFred' .expressesexpresses. pleasure over
the jculturalcultural

,
'-revival
r-evival'-revival
r-evival' sweeping

throughthrough Alaska , but warnwarns
,

.againstagainst.against bringing'toobringingtoobringingtp', .muchmuch.,
much of

thethe modemmodern .worldworld., ,
intolnto'ttsdf-lnto'ttsdflntottsdf'traditradi' -

tionaltlonal happeningshappeniaga : ClockClocks , for
example'canexamplecanexample , "can'can'" *'

,
get'getgef' In ihethe way.wayway .,

A ritual 'hashas'has'' ' no Arse,time SITUC-SITUCstruc -

'ture1ture1'
turet"turet,'" Fred explains.explains.,

'Once"Once"

)tt'tartttart' tfart: ?
'
,fit,

must" '
finish ;: TimeTime-

-

, is no barrierF'barrierFbaitiert"baitiert"'

VI, 1 (! faIs ImpoTtahtImptiofrit i'ofiof&i'i' peopler"peoplerpeople
" to

get '-trigether
t-rigethertdgether' ,, 'toto'

,lo observe , tech*ach

otherothers ionjbsongs
,) ind4 ,

yituilsItualss, andnA

for thehe Old to jteicheach the'young-the'youngtheyoungthb yroung-yroung'
?,.

-


