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HasteHmte makesNNW,", wastevae?
It is InterestingInfeiesting tot6"notet6note"notenote" thathat awtwo-and-one-wtwoandonetwo-and-one-haiftwoandonehaif- -- -

'
half Iyear.year.

old battle to outline_ '
a subsistencesulislitence regulationregulation'wasregulationwas' was ended

with a SO-mmuteSOmmute1IO-m'inu'te1IOm'inu'teminute- ' .discussiondiscussion4iscussion. on the , most'imostimost '
, importantIrnpOrtaht,

aspect of that regulationregulati6'regulati6 ' - a definitiondefinition of 'thethe-the'- , key
word in that regulation.regulation.

That regulation stated , at long last , that "rural"rural" ""'
'

Alaskans must have priority over '''urbanurban' .dwellers".dwellersdwellersdwellers".,
"

in the event fish or game resourcesresources are depleted to a '

dangerously low level.level.
The rationale for the regulationregulation' ' is so simple and.andand .,

logical we wonder what took soso"so" long.long., Rural residents ,

don'tdont' have supermarkets up the road fnfn case theytheyrunrun out
of food.food. Urban residents , on the other: hand , do have
another source'pfsourcepfsourceof' food ifii the going getgetirouglrrough ,

The regulationregulg tion , then , hinges on adefimttonadefinttiop
, of "ruralrural'rural"' ' ,;"

But instead of heedingheeding.
. the advtce'bfadvtcebfadvice'bfadvicebf' counselcounsel , andandgiv-andgivgiv-giv-

mg fair notice that this issue .wouldwould., be.be. discussed ,-
instead of holding public hearingsheariings on 'that'that' that ' definitiondefinition
prior to November -* and Instead of -'c'cc-'conducting1ndu"stingndusting" , reto.to.
search into the legality of that definition , the board
voted to immediately limit the definition of "rural.rural.rural" . "

That definition would limit "rural"rural" " to communities of
less than 7,00070001,0001000'

, people and which are not onors the foadtoad
system.system .

That sounds good until you realize that public .debatedebatedebate'debate.

'

will take place after a November vote'.onvote.onvoteonvoieon': .; 'the.initiativethe.initiativetheinitiative'the .initiativeinitiative. '"
to repeal the subsistence law.law.

We can hear the anti-subsistenceantisubsistence- people"people"

.
- .JnJn. ,In fact

we have already heard them - 'thethe' board.hasboardhasboard .,,hate
"

cut pffgff
85 percent of this state to ourout rightful bunjing" '1! "' andand ,

fishing.fishing. If we live here , and here.herehere ., andand here'we'herewehere.here., ''we'we'' ' don'tdontdon'sdons'
have any rights.rights. VOTE TO-.REPEAbI"TO-.REPEAbITO-REPEAbITO REPEAU"REPEAU.

"
And all these outcries-.willoutcries-willoutcrigswlll., , comebeforecame-'bgforecame-bgfore'

,
; the volevq e inn

November , and beforebefore'' , anybody ' 'understandsunderstandsunderstinds the true
factual and legal ramifications of that policy.policy.

A legal representative advised the board that itit
could wait beforebefore 'definingdefining' "ruralrural" ,;"' and ithat,

that ,; perhapsperhaps,,.

'
it should have some factual basisbasis'foibasisfoifor Its definition.definition.

The board , however , wanted i0to 'settlesettle' settle this mattermatter''

there and then.then. So they -votedvoted-
voted and their vote willvrill'vrill '

probably be , cussed.cussedcu"sedIcusedI"
. ,, and discussed

{

, by residents "ofof".ofof.

the , major population centers for some timjtimP , , And
all this before the election.election,. '' '; ; A,

" . ; r ,

The problem we have with this.this., entireentire'entire\maitermaiter\' matter ,)iss ,

simple : it(t wentwenttoo,too fast-fastfast.-.;; ' nt.t. .
, - ,

We recognizerecognize thatthatthe, , the boardboard'board , membersmembers have spent
* tremendous , amounts ofof"timeoftime"'timetime' on "subsistencesubsistence" for fthei'ihsiihs' '

past.past., two years and ,we '" 'lhank'lhank"thankthank' them,them f6rIdr; their oedicadedlcdy*',

tion.tion.
, But we thinkthink'athinka' a 60-minute60minute00-minute00- discussion whichwh'khwhkh' was only

starting to specif/specifspecify/ ,

possiblepossibfe .drawbacksdrawbacks., 'when.when'when.,
, thethe disdis.dis.

cussion waswas"was" cut off9ff , is too short to be termedtermed anything
but arbitrary and capricious.capriciouscapriclous.capriclous. .

It was.almos-
t

wasalmos-
t

Wasalmost., asis ifif the board didn'tdidnt' really want to find
out'out;' somesom'eofsomeof' of thet4 problems.problems . r'

We wonwon'twont't suggestsuggest ithatthat this entire affair was a set-up.setup.setup.upie't-tfpie'tiettfp' - .;
,
' , .

Many people ; after-afterafter-411after411--* alt, are lookingltaoking''atltaokingat'

'
at -thethe- 'regulationsregulations'repulatrPnsrepulatrPns'

,

asa
_
s a positive thing.thing. .

; , , w'fwf' , - , ' ' '

But1-But'But'But-
'
'wewe' we * arere bothered at the apparently iritenttenalintentional'intentional '

brevity of discussioniscusslon; onon-"eon-e"aa" very important issue7And"we.issue7Andwe.issue7Andweissue'Alid"WeissueAlidWe:' "
.,

, wonderwonde'wonde'

Just why that debatedebate was
?
was cutcut off sojprecipltQUslY-sojprecipltQUslYto'precipitouslyi.toprecipitouslyi.toprecipitouslyi' , -.,

We feetfeel thatthesethavthese?
, problemsproblemii could be solvedsolved simply'simply' by

calling a specialsp'ecispeci
'

,
fiafa -"meeting'"meeting'meeting-Imeeting" ' of1.theof1theRife

.the , ,
jojntjoint'joint ' boards In-.I-n. mtd-mtd-

summertosummerta,, discussdiscuss'thisdiscussthis'
this one topictop'top' c, tota.hea-

r

tahea-

r
,.
hear publicpublic comment.comment.-

. ,
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EditorialEc onal continuedCwl
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nued
(Continued from hgePage Two )
and loto; getgetfactual.factualfactual., information and carefully researchedresearcned
Jegal.legallegal. opinions, ?,

We-.W-e., are/awareareawareare /,
"-

aware
a-ware" of the bad timing and ooff the(he fact that

the boards already have spent 10 weeks on thisjh is isueIssue$ ,

But'weButweBut '
"vicevice
"

feel that for the best interests of 'allyally'all , in'theinthean'theanthe'
interest of fair '''public comment and an 'informedinformed'infofmedinfofmed
public , this would be the best path to take.take.


