] = o i,
3 .  Mafive ;'iﬁ-i-ﬁJ"E:;-I-' g
-l i 1;"3“-1-&!‘-_?"' il pg I
TR TR SRR R T
= T T T . P
-the

PR | - St - L
g . -l -
= - ) 1 - i v oy e
i - . J d - e
ey . 3 .
1 - o ' .a
T g 1 o d ._' e g
; < - . SRR . g T r -
1 L - - -8
- - m, N o r r., - -
g 1 T T 3
0 e 5 . a3 & e
2 o - - o 5=
- * o d - . . -
. s L [y’ ) u ._-__"'
. - " 8 4 W o L - -
u - = P ] R | R e '_'ﬂ g =

ek |
MH "~ We have just begun our vil-
SN N, lage viability program, the thrust
-;H.“'Ih T of which s to provide an econ-
T ... omy thiough planning for the
“ﬂ“ e N P villages. It will consist of three
"“ chonpes: "~ parts; First, fiscal management,
powe it sccounting and  bookkeeping.
byl 7 bt ~second, land management; and
third, long-range planning

y-of their

for ways 10 take ad-
vantage of impending oil and
mineral development  within
our region, This will be g per-
fect economic opportunity for
the village corporations if it is
done properly.

One thing is certain, those
village corporations thai have
dissipated their capital through
cash disiributions will not be
well situated ' either 10 partic-
ipate in development or to pro-
tect their land from being tak-
en over.

The question remaing how
to sat the needs of our
people who have been on our
land the longest, our elders.
Sitnasuak has started 1o ad-
dress this ouestion by starting
a program to work with the

. elders in Nome. All villages

would do well to follow that
lead. 1t is incombent upon each

ancestors who lived under con-
ditions that few of uvs could
tolerate. It would be Ingic
if ome shortsighted generation
should lose it for etémity.

| have worked with Indian
tribes in the “lower 48" who
opted to sell their land. Each
of these tribes was working
to get their land back at any
cost. In every case il was
clear that the poorest reserva-

tion tribe was better off than

those who had sold out . . . no
matter how much money they
got. :
We all know how fast mon-
ey can go. The prime missi

of our corporation is to be the

- economic vehicle of our people

to obtain self-determination. In
order o do so we must retain
our land and keep all of owr
village corporations and the
region healthy and prosperous.
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