Indians sue in |

Tl'uﬁﬂtllttdl'rﬂ :
~ Six  Indian

groups ﬂl:d a lawsuit in US. -

District Court on Friday seek-
ing to regain §1 billion worth

of land on Cape Cod and Mar- -

tha's Vineyard,

The suit involves about 24 -
m BCTES th‘ldhﬁlﬂ'ﬂﬂ.
West Tisbury and | .
dick - all on the of
Martha's Vineyard ~ and Ply-
mouth Bourne, Maghpee and
Fall River in the southeastern
part of the state,

Six  Wamipanoag = Indian
tribes were listedt w3 plaintiffs
~ the Chappaquiddicks, Chris-
tanowners, Hetring Ponders,
Mashpees, Troys and Gay
Headers.

‘Thee coalition, representéd
by attorney Robert Hahn, also
asked President Reagan 1o es-
tablish a special commission to

look into the entire Indian land-
situation in Massachusetts. Let-
ters also were sent 1o the state
Congressional delegation and
the state Legislature.

Hahn said the suit maintains
that after 1789 the sovereignty
over Indian land was passed
from the state to the U.S.
government, meaning that trib-
al property could not be sur
rendered or taken withow fed-
eral consent.

. “Those land areas have beén

,ﬁdluﬂar projected since that

time for the respective tribes,”
he said by telephone Friday
night. “All acts of the com-
monwealth during the later
1800s were acts of he stale
that had no federal authoriry.”

Hahn said the land was

“easily” worth at least SI

billion.



