
NSB may sue onan drilling winOOviwindow
By Bill HessHess-
Tundra

Hess-
TundraTundra Times-

The

TimesTimes-

TheThe North Sopedope Borough-

may

BoroughBorough-

maymay initiate 3a federal laMUitlawsuitlaMUi-

tto

lawsui-

ttoto prevent an extension of thethe-

drilling

the-

drillingdrillingdrillingseasonseason for exploratoryexploratory-

oiloil wellswills in offoffshore-shoreshore- areas ofof-
the

of-
thethe Beaufort Sea .

Eugene Brower ., boroughborough-

mayor

borough-

mayormayor , made the annoui xmentxment-
shortly

tt-
shortlyshortly after the state announannoun-announ-

ced

-.
ced preliminary approval toto-

lift

to-

liftlift restrestrictionsctions pacedplaced inb 19741974-

and

1974-

andand to extending the cqiora-cqioraexpJoracqiora-
tory

-

tory drilling seasonseason-

"The
.

"TheThe" loil industry has date-

very

donedatedone-

veryvery little to prepare for ArcticArctic-

offshore

Arctic-

offshoreoffshore oil-spilloilspilloilspillcmergeocies-- cmergeociesemergeenciet .,"
Brower laidbid in a preparedprepared-

statement

prepared-

statementstatement., "TestsTests" last sumsSt.U11nfStU11nf.St.U11-
nfdcm

rr-

danczutrateddcmnstrateddanczutrated<: the industry'sindustrysindustry's-

inability

industry's-

inability

'

inability to remove oil fJOOtfranfJO-
Otbr

fran-
brokenbrkenbroken ice conditionscooditions,, wlrichwlrich-

prevail \d1d1-

prevailprevail during the bowhead'sbowheadsbowhead's-

annual

bowhead's-

annual

'

annual migration.,

"TheThe" seasonal dllingdrilling res-resres-res--

trictions removed by the statestate-
were

state-
werewere p.1tp1tput. into plxeplace by thethe-
lbnma1d

the-
ltimmondlbnma1dltimmond administration toto-
coofonn

to-
confomtcoofonnconfomt mthwith requirements ofof-
the

of-
thethe enendangeredred Species Act pro-proprot-

octing

pro-

tecting
--

toctingtecting the bo\\he3dbohe3dbowheadbohe3dh.11e\ \\h.11eh.11ewhale\. , "

Brower saidsaid,, noting the beboa>-boa-

roughrwFPrough wasW3S consulting its attor-attorattor-

nies

attor-

nies

--
niesnies about a federal suit underunder-

the

under-

thethe tennstemts ofthe Act .,

"WeWe" may have to sue., but II-

have

I-

havehave ootnot made that decisiondecision-

yet

decision-

yetyet .," Brower saidsaid-
Bob

.

Bob B.rttzBrttzButtz.,, natural resourcesresources-

officer

resources-

officerofficer of the Alaska lXpart-lXpartIkpart-IkpartIkpart-
ment

lXpart-

ment

-

ment of Natural ResourcesResources-

said

Resources-

saidsaid thatthathi1e\\hi1ehi1ewhile\ the state re-rere-

cognized

re-rere-

cognized

--
cognized the p>ssibilitypossibility forfor-

a

for-

aa serioussetious accident existed , the-
probability

thethe-

probabilityprobability was unlikely .,

"SlouldSlould"ShouldShould" there be a requite-requiterequire-requirerequite-

ment

require-

ment

-

ment that safety be 100 per ..
cent effoctieffective before there cancan-
be

can-
bebe any drilling?" D.rttzDrttzIluttz. askeded .

"It'sIts" ' like gettingtting on an airplane .

(Continued on Page Eight)



Drilling
Drillingwindow

windowwindowContinued

(Continued from Page One)

If I require a 100 percent-
assurance

percent

suranceassurance that we don'tdont' crashcrash,,
it couldn'tcouldnt' be dooedone ,. I coundn't-
get

coundn'tcoundntcoundn-
'tF

'
"

Fget on the airplane ."

arttzButtz said tIe!the prelimnarypreliminaryprelimnary-
approval

preliminary-
approvalapprovalapprovalrequiredrequired the oil can-cancan-
panies

-.

paniesparties involved to rmetmeet sareSonesare-
ten

Sone-
tenten stipl1ationsstipulations , Mwhichd1 he said-

were

saidsaid-

werewere designed to protect thethe-
bowread

the-

bowheadbowreadbowhead whalewitale and the emitemir .

onment., DJringDuring the nigratioomigrationnigratioo-
seasoo

migration-
seasonseasooseason,, mno drilling would bebe-

allowed

be-

allowedallowed ootsideoutside the barrier is-isis-

lands

is -

lands in the main pat followed-

by
followedfollowed-

byby thethte whales . .

DrillingDrillingOOld\\OOldOOldwould\ be allowed-

inside

allowedallowed-

imideimideinside if the canpniescompanies werewere-

Willing

were-

willingWilling tQt4 fund a state approvedapprove-
dbale

approved-
whale\\balebalewhale\ ma1itoringmonitoring program,,

arttzHintz said , Mwhichwhichwouldd1d1WId\\WIdWIdwould\ htclude-

participation

bdudehtcludebdude-
participationparticipation franfrom the AlaskaAlaska-

&kiroo
Alaska-

Eskimo&kirookirooEskimo&&kiroohaling\\halinghaling\%halirtg CanmissiooCartnnhsssion ,
and the NatioriaINational Marine FIsher-FIsherFIsher-
ies

-

ieslea Service . . ,

DentePite state asst1l'3Deasst1l3Deassurance'; that-
there

thatthat-
therethere is no great . riskriskIDaling, \IDalingIDalingwhaling\IDaling-

captaincaptain PercyPtercy NusunginyaNusurtginya isis-

unconvinced

is-

unconvincedunconvinced . lie cits documentsdocuments-
VrfVrfwinchch he said guarantees atat-

leastleast nine oil spills offshore .,

Nttsurtginyanya '- expressed
e-

xpressed'
fearsfears-

for
fears-

forfor the oiloilioilwhich.\\ii\whichch could go-
under

go-go-go-
unier

- - . -
unierunder thethesurfsurfacesurfe of the waterwater-
and

.
and thefile Ice , and clog up thethtethe-
baleenbaleen throoghthroughthroughwfiichwfiichVrf d1 the bow-bowbow-
head

-.

headheadstrairstraimstrair >s its food .


