
Villagers to disGussdiscuss Porcupine Caribou treaty
Villav.crsVillavcrsVtllatcrs. whosvho depcnddepend on thetitethe-

porcupine

tite-

porcupineporcupine caribou herd will bebe-

gathcrin
be-

gatheringgathcringathering furfor a mcetingmeeting in ArcticArctic-

Village

Arctic-

VillageVillage thilithin month to dldiscussdiscuss-

the
cmscms-

thethe prospechprospects ofofananIn internationalinternational-

treaty

international-

treatytreaty de\igneddeigneddesigned\ to protect thethe-
hcrd

the-
herdhcrdherd and Ihits hahitathabitat..

The 135,00013500013 5 ,000000, animals of thethe-

herd

the-

herdherd range acrosIacross! a IlargeHgc areaarea-

stretching
area-

stretchingstretching frumfrom NortheastNorth ast Alas .

ka ., throughthroughr the northern reachcsreachesreachcs-
of

reaches-
ofof Canada\CanadaCanada'sCanadasCanadaYukon'\ Yukon TerritoryTerritory-

and

Territory-

andand into the Northwest TerriTcrri .

toric\torictories!\ .

Although the herd Is healthy ,

subsistence users of thcthe''

por-porpor-
cupine

-

cupine caribou In bothLoth thcthethc-
United

the-
UnitedUnited States and Canada wantwant-
to

want-
toto place safeguards on thcmthemthcm-
before

them-
beforebefore II\YIIYairy\ damage is doneone .

The meetinmcetlng was announccdannounced

by Jonathan SulomonSolomon , chairmanchairman-
uf

chairman-
ofufof the Porcupine Caribou Com-ComCom-

mission
Com-

mission
-

mission . AlthoughAlthoughsomesome CanaCana-CanaCana-

dians
-.

dians arcare expected , the mcetlngmeetingmcetlng-
is

meeting-
isis basically intended for AlaskanAlaskan-
villagers

Alaskan-
villagersvillagers , and hopcfullyhopefully the difdif-dif-
ferent

.-

ferent state officials whuwho havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen invited alo'ngalong
'

with thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorth Slope Borough to lliscussdiscusslliscuss-

the
discuss-

thethe proposal forfur an internationalinternational-
agreement

'
agreement to protect the herd .

Although the proposed agree-agreeagree-
mcnt

agree-
rnent

-

mcntrnent has not bcenbeen finalizcdfinalized ,

it baslcallybasically calls for standardsstandards-
toto hebe set protecting the herdherd-
ami

herd-
andamiand its habitat , and for measuresmeasures-
to

measures-
toto assure that the differentdifferent-

It

different-
nationalItaUonalnational , state , provincial andand-
community

and-
communitycommunity governments invol-involinvol-
ved

invol-
ved

--
ved work with the PCC .

In past years , the State ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska has shown some relucreluc-relucreluc-

tance
-.

tance to support 3nan internationalinternational-
treaty

international-
treatytreaty becbecauseuse of fears that

state jurisdiction over the ani-aniani-

mals

ani -

malsorals when they arearc In AlaskaAlaska-

would

Alaska-

wouldwould be weakened . The pro-propro-

posed

-.

posed agreement , however ,

would not alter state authority .

Bill Sheffield last fall said hehe-

supported

he-

supportedsupported such an agreement .

Although the herd is In nono-

danger

no-

dangerdanger now , their calvingcalving-

grounds

calving-

groundsgrounds along the Beaufort SeaSea-

overlap

Sea-

overlapoverlap areas whelcwhete interestinterest-

in

hltere tt-

inin oil and mineral exploitationexploitation-

isis high .

The herd is now in thethe-
Chandalar

the-
ChandalarChandalar River drainage areaarea-

in

area-

inin Alaska , and in ththe RichardsonRichardson-

and

Richardson-

andand Ogilvie Mountains of thethe-

Yukon

the-

YukonYukon Territory .

Alaskan villages which de-dede-

pend

de-

pend

--
pend on the herd include KaktoKakto-Kakto-

vik

-.
vik , Venetie , Arctic Village ,

and the communities of lhethelhe-

Y

the-

YukonYYukonkon Flats .


