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State Board increases graduation requirements
TIlehe State Board of EducationEducation-

last
Education-

lastlast week Increaincreaseded the mini .

mumcount number ofofschoolschool creditcredit-
hours

credit-
hourshours a student must take be-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
-

fore graduating from highhigh-
schoolchoolschool. .

Before the board action , stu-
dents

ltu-ltustu-stultu-
dents

! -

dents had to take a minimum 1919-

hours
19-

hourshours for graduation but afterafter-
the

after-
thethe action , students mumustt have atat-
lea

at-
leastlealeastt 21 credit hours and thethe-
typcI

the-
typestypcItypes! ofofclassesclasselclasses! arcare lpelledspelled! out .

Students now must have atat-
lea

at-
leastlealeastt four hours in lThguagelimguagelThguage-
artl

limguage-
arts

:
artlarts! , three in socialsocialstudiesstudies ,

two in mathematics , two inin-
Micnce

in-
scienceMicncescience.: andandoncandoneoncone in hcalthhealthhcalthorhealthororor-
physical

or-
physicalphysical education The previoulipreviouspreviouli-
minimum

previous-
minimumminimum treditcredit hourhours in .udaludalsocialsocial-

studies

.
studiestudie , mathematicmathematics. , denccscience, ,

languagclanguage and health wawas oneone-
hour

one-
hourhour per claclassification.itit..itcationcation .

According to a "pokcpokcspokesman" l1lan Ior-
the

forIorfor-
thethe DcpartmentDepartment of Education ,

the increacincrease, in minimumsntininturus willwill-
effect

will-
effecteffect about 1212ofof() f Alaska'sAlaskas''5353schoolchoolschool' dhtrichdistricts .

Helie saidaid that currently ninenine-
Sdlool

nine-
schoolSdloolschool didistrictst ricb require studentsstudents-
toto take 20 credit hours . TIleyTheyTIley-

are
They-

areare the AlcutAleut Regional SchoolSchool-
District

School-
DistrictDistrict , and the Chugach ,

Haines , lIydaburgHydaburg , Juneau-DougJuneauDougJuneau-Doug-JuneauDough-
as

- .-

lashas , Kenai , MatanuskaMatanu ka.SusitnakaSusitnaka.Susitna-
and

.°SusitnaSusitna-
andand Tanana School districts .

The Pribilof Island districtdistrict-
doesn't

district-
doesn'tdoesn'tdoesnt' meet the requirementsrequirements-
butbut dotln'tdotlntdoesn'tdoesnt: ! ' really need to bebe-bebe-

cause

.-

cause the district doesn'tdoesnt' gradgrad-grad-
uate

.-

uate students .

Other districts must increaseincrease-
the

increase-
thethe distribution of credit hourshours-
taken

hours-
takentaken . Districts that must in-inin-
crease

in-
crease

-

crease the amount ofofcreditcreditcredit-
hours

credit-
hourshours taken in language artsarts-
include

arts-
includeinclude the Bristol Bay , CorCor-CorCor-
dova

-.
dova , Dillingham City , Hainesflames ,

lIydaburgHydaburg , Iditarod , KJawockKlawock ,

KodiakLake, Penninsula , MataMata-Mata-
nuska

.-

nuska.SusitnanuskaSusitnanuska .° Susitna . Nome , NorthwestNorthwest-
Arctic

Northwest-
ArcticArctic and Railbelt School Di5-Di5Dis-DisDi5-

triets
Dis-

tricts
-

trietstricts .

IncreasedIncreasedminimums111InJlnUmminimums for thethe-
social

the-
socialsocialsocialstudiesstudies cla.seclaseclasses. . need to hehe-
implemented

he-
implementedimplemented for BcringBering StraitsSt raits ,

Chugach , Dillinghamlaillingham CityCitylIyda, Hyda-HydaHyda-
burg

.-

burg , Juneau-DouglasJuneauDouglas- , KingKing-
Cove

King-
CoveCove , MatanuskaMatanuska.SuMatanuskaSu. Susitnaitna , Peli-PeliPeli-

an
Peli-

can

-

can(; an , Tanana and Yukon FlatsFlats-
districts

Flats-
districtsdistricts .,

Mathematics minimums mustmust-
be

must-
bebe increaincreaseded for the CopperCopper-
River

Copper-
RiverRiver , Dillingham City , andand-

Norhtwest
and-

NorttwestNorhtwestNorttwest ArticArctic(; Districts InIn-

the
In-

thethe Mathematics classification ,

Mat-SuMatSu- and lIaincRaines now have aa-

one
a-

oneone Ireditcredit.: minimum forfar matha-mathamatliamatha-
matics

-.

matics and ahoalso require oneone-

sciencedencescience credit and then anotheranother-
oedit

another-
creditoeditcredit in either mathematicmathematicsmathematics-
or

,

ororC\CCsciences\ emc; , Kodiak re4uirerequiresrequires-
oneoncone credit, redlt taken heyondbeyond thethe-
generalgeneralencralmathmath credit ,.

DoE spokesmanpokc 'man Harry Gant-
hell

Gam-GamGantGam-

hell

-

hellsaidhell saidaid the new rcgulatiulhregulationsrcgulatiulh-
take

regulations-
taketake effect this fall.. lieIle saidsaid-

the
aidaid-

thethe DoE doesn'tdoesnt' "anticipateanticipate"anticipate-
that

"anticipate-
that

"

that there will he any addedadded-
statetatestate dollars to implimcntimpliment the

regulation ., Some districtsdht ricts maymay-
need

may-
needneed to redistribute their classclass-
loads

class-
loadsloads but we don'tdont' think therethere-
will

there-
willwill be a need to behe addingadding-
staff

adding-
staffstaff ,.

"

The ougheningroughening( ofofschoolschoolschool-
minimum

school-
minimumminimum requirements is thethe-
latest

the-
latestlatest step on the BoardBoard'sBoardsBoard's-
drive

"'
drive to upgrade the ltate\ltatestate'sstatesltate-
education

state's-
education

! \'
education system . TIleThe board

everalseveraleveralmonthsseveralmonthsmonths ago stiffenedstiffened-
rules

stiffened-
rulesrules on allowing studcnhstudents toto-
participate

to-
participateparticipate 111in athlctkathletic cvenhevents IfIf-
their

If-
theirtheir gradcgrades. were not aboveabove-
average

above-
averageaverage


