
Bill would ' help with funeral expenses
The Associated PressPres-

sJUNEAU
Pres-

sJUNEAUGrievingJUNEAUJUNEAUGrievingJUNEAU-GrievingJUNEAUGrieving-GrievingGrieving- familiesfamilies-
inin rural Alaska stuck with excx .

pensepence of embalming and casketscaskets-
when

caskets-
whenwhen autopsies are onleredordered onon-
the

on-
thethe bodies of their relativesrelatives-

could
relatives-

couldcould be reimbursed under a billbill-
sent

bill-
sentsent to the House on Thursday .

The measure (SDSB 382)382), sponspon-
sored

.

sored by Sens . John Sackett ,

R.RubyRRubyR . Ruby , and Frank Ferguson ,

D.KotzcbueDKotzcbueD . Kotzebue , wawas approved 18

to 0 In the ScnateSenate ,

"WhenWhen" publhpublic: offkialsofficials areare-

unable
are-

unableunable to aascertaincertaln a caucausee ofof-
death

of-
deathdeath , they send a report to aa-

coroncr
a-

coronercoroncrcoroner ,
" said Max Gifford ,

a leghlatlvelegislative aide to Sackett .

"UsuallyUsually" they'lltheyllthey'llorder' order anan-
aOtop

an-
aOtopsyaOtopaOtopsyy soo a death certificatecertificate-
can

:
can be fliedfiled .

"

In many calescases! , that reore-
oquires

re
quires that the body be flownI1own

to tJlecure nearC'itnearCitnearest' city , examined ,

then returned to the village ,

he saidaid ,.

"IfIf" the courts are going toto-
do

to-
dodo that , fine ,

" GiffordGiffordlaidGiffordsaidlaidsaid! ,.

"ButBut" don'tdont' hang a $3,0003000$ , or

$4.0004.0004000$4,000$ ., billbillonon somebody ,". "
Under the meameasureure , a per-perper-

son

per-

son

-

son unab1eunable to payorpay or who hish-
otherwise

is-

otherwiseotherwise unable to provide

clotlHngclothing and a ca\ketcaketcasket\ torfor thcthethc-
dccea

the-
deceaseddcceadeceaseddeceasedwouldededwouldwould he l'ligihlelligihleeligible' forfor-

financial
for-

financialfinancial as'ii\tanceas'iiasiitanceassistance' \ ,.

ThcThe hillhillcarriehillcarriescarrie\carriecarriescarriea\ a tt"icalfiscal"icalnotefiscalnote"icalical" notenote-
of

note-
ofof $733,000733000$ ,, for fifiscalca119H51985


