
:

: Lack of understanding
t,

, Reprinted frofrom March 23?3 ,, 10041964196-
4IlowardlIownrdIloward nockRock EditorEditor-

We
,

WlWe' hhIVlhaveIVl", on tx'casiottstxcasiotts{)< .:'twi: , ortl\tltllistl'nl'd\ , listl'nl'dlistlnldlistened' ' to somrsome Natives ttalkingking alxutalxnatalxnat-
the

)

} the non-Natiw\nonNatiwnon-Native'SNative'SNativeSnonNatiwlack-- '\ lack of lll\dlllldlunderntai\ , tandingLing ofof them . 'I1I1'IbisIbis'
s lalackk ItlChas; 1x'Cn1xCnlxtin1x'C-

nt

1x'C-
nfnl

lxtin-
I'ntstrating

.'t I'ntstratingIntstratingfnl' tratil1g toter tillthe' pointIxtint of drspairdespair . ItIi hash ctttset1; Illl\l'dIllll'dld\' nusundcrstaumisunderstandingdingding-
i'jjmisunderstanding'j'
i iionon bothbath sidesidl . It iis ; dso a blossollblosttnungng pointIxtint of disI1Iptiwdisnaptive rcregttlatinsregttlatin-

st
regttlatins-

by
"ulatioltulatiolt" () '

'
1

t'
hyby ththost() ' tutuwho) have the powerIxrwcr to makenuke them . IVtunytU1Y rcregtdattons1'. atiol1l\atiol1latiol1laR\ aRareare-
I'alhiltned

'

: j fahionl\1fahionl1I'alhiltnedIalhiltned' , \ hyby "l'xprrtslxprrts"expertsexperts"""l'xprrtsilo"' " \\iloilowit\ () live thOlthousaixismll, of miles away . They'
1CY arcarearc-

otten
are-

oftenottenoften ( tiGsnativrnlpti\'lnlpti'll) \' IIccauseX'GILl\lX'GILlXGILll.' \' othl'rothlrother' "-l'XPl'rtl-XPlrt"cxIxrtscxIxrts" ' ' " on thlthe' fieldfieldoftenoften don'tdontdon't-
bother

'

, hotherbother tot1 >,. try to lllHknitandurtdentanl tillthe' NatiwsNatives atxxltalxnat whom they gathergather-
intmnatlOll

gather-
infamtaUontthotherintmnatlOllinfamtaUon{

., 'IhhIhh'thusthus
'' ., il1l\itahly.leil1litahly.leil1litahly.leitahlyleinet'\ tahly ., leadsllb to erroncXttLSl'rrOI1lrrOI1' <.'OllOll' il11pfl'ssiorKil11pflssiorKimpressions' .

- - IheRIberr' iis anothl'fanothlfanother' that iis
.

thing dbtufhingdisturbing to NatiVl'sNatiVlsNatives' andanti that iis ,
I-

.t
I-tI.tthat' that somescone Jx'opkJxopkIxxtple.' ' tendtencl to qlll'StionqlllStiontluCstion' thdrtheir thinking powerIxtwer . Some ofof-

us
: "

ll\llusllIl'\ Ilmightght think that tluthus is a dchildishldi h tlthingng to say , hutbut it no lonlonger'CrCr'.,

'JJ' hl'ComhlCombecouns' one when somlsonic>

JIxople remark , "WhyWhy"WilyWily"
, they'retheyre' liklike duld-duldchild-childduld-

fen
child-

ren
-

: : iduldifenren .
" And tlthuss after living with the NatiVl'SNatiVlSNatives' for many ycars-nycarsnyeah-ayeaha- glXxlgoalgoal-

portion; portion ofofaa lifetime if one thinks 20 years or mOfCmore 3ppiapplies] asas-

t

as-
stich

as-
sucht stichsuch .

t
11A,, A little solsolscanhingsotd-searchingsotdsearching-scanhingscanhing--: brought lISus to the condllC\ioncondllCionconclusion\ that suchsuch-

an11anan attiattitudetude cancut Otonlyy be regarded as a grasgross; refusalrcfll d tOWJftoward under-
standing

under-underunder-

1

under-
standing

-

standing the Natives . CoLCouldd such an idea he attributable to somesonicsonic-
remarks,

1 remarks we have heheardmI that the Natives have not been alloweda1lott d toto-
H

to-
thinkHthinknk for thetTNlvesthemselves: for some hWldredhundred years ?

ffAlsoAlso , for about that length of time , education of Natives hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen below par . It had a bad beginning with the Nelson Act passedpassed-

hack
passed-

hackhack in 1905 . TIleThe ArtAct.; WJSwas meant to provide schools outside ofof-
inoorporJted

of-
incorporatedinoorporJtedincorporated towns forforhwfhwf"whitewhite" te dchildrenldren and dchildrenldren of mixedmixed-
blooJ

mixed-
bloodblooJblood whowino lead a civilized life .

"

So for these many years , the inherent thinking powerpower-
of

power-
ofof the Native children has never been channeledhanneled ade-adeade-
quately

ade-
quately

--
quately for modern education until comparatively recentrecent-
times

recent-
timestimes when schools were improved . There is still room forfor-
improvement! improvement..

From time to time , one hears of some intelligenceintelligence-
quotient

intelligence-
quotientquotient tcsbtesta made of Native children by some universi-universiuniversi-
ties

universi-
ties

--
ties and that the findings have shown a remarkable per-perper-
centage

per-
centage

-

centage of them have inherited from ' their forefathers thethe-
I

the-
abilityI ahilityability to think .

The Native people of the past have had to do somesome-
keen

some-
keenkeen thinking in order to survive , and in doing so , havehave-
solved

have-
solvedsolved some of the greatest challenges any human beingsbeings-
hadhad ever been subjected to . This accomplishment cannotcannot-
be

cannot-
bebe credited to people whowhoharehareare like children .

n"nThisThis abil-abilabil-
ity

abil-
ity

--
ity to "thinkthink" " should be guided carefully through educa-educaeduca-
tion

educa-
tion

--
tion so it may be applied to better the lot of the Natives .

I

The lalackk of understanding and iJ1siinsighth t of the EskimosEskinnosEskimos-
and

Eskinnos-

andand Indian hyby non-NativesnonNatives- is , at present time , deptprahledep orahle .

111isTltis very lack is creating problcmsproblems '' that should never hcbe .

Thosefhose who seemseem to want to think for themthem arcare woefullywoefully-
la

woefully-

lackinglalacking<:king in knowk'dknowkdknowledge' c . And the fruits of thrirtheir labors , how-
ever

how-howhow-
l'ver

-

l'verlverever' well-intentioncdwellintentioncdwell-intentionedintentioned- , Iwvehave often provcdproved to hebe totally un-untun-tunun-
applil'ahle

tu-
napphcahle

-

applil'ahleapplilahleapphcahle' and disruptingdisnapting . This points out the need forfor-
nonNatives

for-
nonnon-NativesnonNativesnon - Natives to educate Hlcmsclvcsthemselves of thcthe ways of NativesNatives-
and

Natives-
andand vice-vervicevervice-versaviceversa- a . IfIf' this should come<:Oll1l ' , into fealityreality , it wouldwould-
he

would-
hehe a finetine springboard for cooperation .

WlWe' havchave mcntioncdmentioned fromfrom time to time that givcgive undandund-
take

and-
taketake of thlthe' two cultures would probably be a good solu-
tion

solu-solusolu-
tion

-

tion . This is going on to an appreciable extent attt the pres-prespres-
scnt

pres-
sent

-
'

scntsent time , and it is not unpleasant , whiwhichwhichshowshhshowsshows that itit-
cancan<: an be done . The wide aacceptanceeptance ofo f the Native parka byby-
white

by-
whitewhite people is a good example . 'II

'

I

'

The White civilization has contributed many fine-
things

finefine-
thingsthings the Natives have taken to withwithaa will.. Many typcstypestypcs-
of

types-
ofof food have been accepted . They have taken to guns ,

outboard motors , spring beds , washing machincsmachines , andand-
many

and-
manymany other conveniences .

II-

OneOne thing that tcndstends to hurt this ' give and takctake " pro-propro-
cedure

pro-
cedure

-

cedure is that nonnonNativesnon--NativesnonNatives--NativesNatives- - culture has the tendency ofof-
going

of-
goinggoing "allall" the way . " This endangers the eradication ofof-
some

of-
some

\
some fine old Native customs . It wwoulduld be most com-comcom-
mendable

com-
mendable

-

mendable if the Natives were allowed to retain some ofof-
their

of-
theirtheir fine old traditions .. This willwillnotnot prevent them fromfrom-
becoming

from-
becomingbecoming engineers , educators , docrorsdoctors , lawyers , andand-
other

and-
otherother positions of higher learning . They already have thethe-
thinking

the-
thinkingthinking power to tap from to attain these positions , andand-
if

and-
ifif this is steered properly , honestly , and without prejudice ,

they can acquire for themselves the good living educationeducation-
can

education-
cancan give them .

In the meantime , let us all work toward a better un-unun-
derstanding

un-
derstanding

--
derstanding between Natives and non ,- Natives .. The pre-prepre-
sent

pre-
sent

--
sent lack of it is hampering the progress of the NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople in their efforts to work toward a more orderlyorderly-
transition

orderly-
transitiontransition .

We shouJdshould also remember that there is inherent POWwpow-powPOW-
wer

pow-
er

-

er of thinking among the Natives , the process of whichwhich-
was

which-
waswas developed through constant battle of wits withwith-
treachery

with-
treacherytreachery of the Arctic and its many-sidedmanysided-- dangers . WithWith-
proper

With-
properproper education , this thought power can be channeledchanneled-
toward

channeled-
towardtoward fruitful productions that will help to enhance aa-
better

a-
betterbetter Alaska .


