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. WdrusWWei s huntinghunfing may be exempted
By LAURY ROBERTSROBERTS-

The

ROBERTS-

TheThe likelihood that huntinghunting-
ofof walrus by Alaskan NativesNatives-

may
Natives-

maymay soon be exempt from statestate-

regulation
state-

regulationregulation , has officials wonwon-won-

dering
won-

dering

¬-. dering how the use of tusk

1-1'-1iv, ivoryiv
_
ry cartcan be managed .

The 1972 Marine MammalMamma-
lProtection\)'-_ Protection Act imposed a moramora-mora-
torium

mora-
torium

¬-

torium on walrus hunting , butbut-

r

bu-

tlfl
-

allowed Natives to continue toto-

U
to-

take
rlflallowed,.
UlflJ take a certain number of walwal-wal-

rus

¬.-(\) rus for the purposes of subsub-sub-

sistence

¬.-

sistence and creating handicrafts .

ThdTh law also permitted the statestate-

to

state-

toto petition the federal govern-governgover-
nmentwhich

gover-
nmentwhich

-.statetment-whichmentwhich- it did immediately-immediatelyimrnediately-imrnediatelyimmediately-

to
imrnediately-

to
-t to regain management authority .

During the past three yearsyears-

of
years-

ofof state control , coastal
'

villagesvillages-

were

villages-

werewere allotted walrus on a quotaquota-
basis

quota-
basisbasis , totalling 2,3002300,, animalsanimals-
per

animals-
perper year . This was recentlyrecerecently-
raised

t1yt1y-

raisedraised to the federal limitlimitlimitofof
3,0003000, . Ivory was initially rere-rere-

gulated
re-

gulated

¬-

gulated by a permit system forfOffOf-

the
for-

thethe buyer and seller .

After requests from villagers ,

the Alaska Board of Game aa-

year
a-

year
''-

permit
p-

ermit
'year ago replaced the, permitpermit-

system, system with a tagging method .

Now , once the tusk has beentreentreen-

sealed

l tenten-
sealedsealed , there is no restrictionrestriction-
on

restriction-
ononon how the owner maymmaymaydispose.rr. disposedispose-

of
dispose-

of
isposeispose-

of
"

of it . _ ,!
,." , .

-.

'hh'"'! "

This monthmontl1 a U.SUS. . DistrictDistrict-
Court

District-
CourtCourt judge denied a motionmotion-
toto dismiss a case filedf1ed! by AlaskaAlaska-

Legal
Alaska-

LegalLegal Services challengingchallenging thethe-

state's
the-

state'sstate'sstates' authority to regulateregulate-
Native

regulate-
NativeNative take of walrus . The casecase-

stems
case-

stemsstems from the arrest of twotwo-

Togiak

two-

TogiakTogiakTogiakresidentsresidents who allegedlyallegedly-

illegally
allegedly-

illegallyillegally hunted walrus on sancsanc-sanc-

tuary
sanc-

tuary
¬-

tuary islandsisiands in Bristol Bay .

The hunters were never proseprose-prose-

cuted
prose-

cuted

¬-

cuted , however .

While the lawsuit still is techtech-tech-

nically

¬.-

nically unresolved , thetI1e opinionopinion-
inin the denial for dismissal , whichwhich-

acknowledges

which-

acknowledgesacknowledges the Native exempexemp-exemp-
tion

¬'-
tion from regulation , likely willwtllwtll-

be
will-

bebe issued as a final judgement..

"We'veWeve" ' proved our case , thethe-

judge

the-

judgejudge agrees . Only the propro-pro-

.cedural

pro-

cedural

¬-

.ceduralcedural.cedural steps are left ," said DonDon-

Clocksm
Don-

ClocksinClocksinClocksm , chief counsel torlorfor AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka Legal Services . "We'reWere" ' notnot-

willing
not-

willingwilling to wait Walrus time isis-

now

is-

nownow . We'llWell' insist on immediateimmediate-
action

immediate-
actionaction from the feds . "

The order has left state ofof-of-

ficials
¬.-

ficials in a quandary over thethe-

ivory
the-

Ivoryivory question . "II" didn'tdidnt' readread-

into
read-

intofaUointo the decisiondecisloh that statestate-
m

state-
managementm managementnagement of ivory is prepre-pre-

empted
¬.-

empted , " said Greg Cook , exex-exex-

ecutive
ex-

ecutive
¬-

ecutive director of'' the BoardBoard-

of
Board-

ofofofGame-GameGame
-

Game . "CanCan" thetbe use ofof-

ivory
of-

ivoryivory and the taking of walrus

be separated ? " Cook'sCooks' comcom-com-
ments

com-
ments

¬-

ments came during a meetingmeetmgmeetm-
gl3t

meeting-
lastlastl3t$ week among representativesrepresentatives-
from

representatives-
fromfrom several state departments .

Much ivory leaves the statestate-

in
state-

inin the hands ofof"outside"outsideoutside" " firmsfirms-

which
firms-

whichwhich flyf1y into villages andand-

drop
and-

dropdrop a lot ofofcashcash . Without thethe-

former
the-

formerformer permit system in effecteffect-
there

effect-
therethere is ready enticement for aa-

black
a-

blackblack market ivory trade .

"ThereThere" will bebe-bebea-
a greatergreater-

black
greater-

blackblack market and less ivory forfor-

carvmg

for-

carvingcarvingcarvmg under an open processprocess-

and
process-

andand no regulation at all ," saidsaid-

Ron
said-

RonRon Somerville , Game DivisionDivision-

director
Division-

directordirector for the Alaska DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment of Fish and GameGame-

ADF&G
Game-

ADF&G(ADF&GADFG& ) .

While Assistant AttorneyAttorney-
General

Attorney-
GeneralGeneral , LizaUza Fussner.saidFussnersaidFussner ., said therethere-

would
there-

wouldwould be no "immediateimmediate" imposiunposi-unposiimposi-unposi-

tlOn
imposi-

tion

¬-

tiontlOn " of the court decisiondecision-

Clocksin
,

ClocksinClocks in told officials , "ThisThis"TI1lSTI1lS"TI1l-

Sgroup

"This-

group

"
group of people willwtll have abab-abab-

solutely

ab-

solutely

¬-

solutely no authority over whatwhat-

you're
what-

you'reyou'reyoure' talkingtalkinA about.. "
The group agreed to refer thethe-

dilemma
thth-

dilemma
e

dilemma to the Alaska WalrusWalrus-

Commission
Walrus-

CommissionCommission , comprisedcomprisedofofofrerere--re-rere-

presentatives
re-

presentatives

¬-

presentatives from six whalingwhaling-

villages
whaling-

villages
g

villages who first convened thethe-

pan
the-

panelpanelpan 1 last summer in GamGambellbell .

The commission was expected toto-

consider
to-

considerconsider the ivory trade questionquestIOn-

atat its April 24 meetingmeetmg in Nome
**II-

HopsonHopson leads delegationdelegation-
toto Greenland inauguration

Mayor Eben Hopson led a 12-person12person- deledele-dele-

gation

¬.-

gation to GodthaabGodtl1aab , Greenland , Wednesday toto-

attend
to-

attendattend the inauguration of Greenland'sGreenlands' homehome-

rule
home-

rulerule government on May 1I , 1979 .

Mayor Hopson was invited to participate inin-

the

in-

thethe inaugural as Chairman of the Inuit Circum-CircumCircum-

polar
Circum-

polar
Circum-

polar

-

polar Conference . In addition to addressingaddressing-
Greenland's

addressing-
Greenland'sGreenland'sGreenlands' new "LandstringLandstring" " or assembly ,

Hopson will conveneonvene a meeting between thethe-

Inuit

the-

InuitInuit Circumpolar Conference Executive ComCom-Com-

mittee

¬.-

mittee and leaders of Greenland'sGreenlands' "landsstyrelandsstyre" "
or parliamentary leadership .

Accompanying Hopson to Greenland willwtllwtll-

be

will-

bebe State Representative Phillip Guy , ( D-Kweth-DKwethD.Kweth-D.KwethDKweth-

luk

D.Kweth-

luk

DKweth-

luk

-. -

luk ) , and formerforiner State Senator Willie Hensley ,

Kotzebue . Hopson willwillalsoalso be accompaniedaccompanied-

byby his wife , Rebecca , staff aides , Jon Buch-Buch-

, ,, , -' : < .

r

J-
Former State SenatorSenator-

Willie
Senator-

WillieWillie Hensley

4,-

1

4-

1

4,-

1t,

. .

t

,
. a

North Slope Borough MayorMayor-

Eben

Mayor-

EbenEben Hopsonflopson

holdtholJtltuldt and hmdyhotlyEmily NusunginyaNusunglOya , North SlopeSlope-

Dorough

Slope-

BoroughBoroughDorough Legal ConsultantConsultant Charles Cranston ,.

and Rev . Charles White , former pastor of BarBar-Barr-

ow's

Barr-

ow's

¬-

row'srows' UpkeagviakUpkeagvlak Presbyterian church ,. nownowInow-

an

now-

an

I

an NSB consultant on circurnpolarcircumpolar affairs .
II-

WillieWhileWillie in10 Greenland , Hopson will meet withwithIwith-

the

with-

the

I

the Inuit Circumpolar Conference'sConferences' ExecutiveExecutiveIExecutive-

Committee

Executive-

Committee

I

Committee and GreenlandtcGreenlandlcGreenlandic community leadersleadersIleaders-

about

leaders-

about

I

about Greenland'sGreenlandsGre nland'snlands' official participation in thetheithe-

Inuit

the-

Inuit

i

Inuit Circumpolar Conference .
II-

HopsonHopson is traveling to Greenland at a timetllnetime-

when

!

when DanishD,1I11SIiD1I11SIi, foreign servicesefVIce officersfficers() are visitingVislt1l1gvisiting-

Alaskan

!

Alaskan communitiescommulllties to buildhUild upon the newnew-

AlaskaDenmark

:

Alaska-DenmarkAlaskaDenmark- bottom fisheriesf shenes agreementagreement-
recently

11-

recentlyrecently negotiatednegotlJted by the HammondIlammondllammond adminiadminl-adminladmini-adminl-

stratlOn

admini-

stratton

¬-
:

strationstratlOnstratton . Greenland'sGreenlands' participationpartllllHtlon in11\11\11thethe newnew-

AlaskaDenmark

11-

AlaskaDenmarkAlaska-DenmarkAlaskaDenmark- fisheries cooperationLOoperation will bebe-

discussed

!

discussed .
]

- .osw.vosw.voswv. . . . .r.er.ere. . ,'1r .
.y5my5m
.

Mt

EXCHANGE SIGNED - Guy Martin left((left ) , Asst . Secretary for Landland-
and

Land-

andand Water Resources , Dept . of Interior ; Joseph G . Wilson ,. PresidentPresident-
and

President-
andand Chairman of Goldbelt , Inc . , the Juneau-basedJuneaubased- Native urban corcor-cor-

poration
cor-

poration
¬-

poration ; and Rupert Cutler ,. Asst . SecretarySecretJry for Conservation ,. ReRe-Re-

search
Re-

search
¬-

search , and Education ; seal dealdealexchangingexchanging Southeast landsland SeeSee-
story

See-
storystory , Page Three .

Beaufort SealeaSea-
sale

lea-
salesale reviewedreviewe-

de
reviewedPub-

licI'ubltcIubltc1'l/hllC1'l1lhllCPublic'/ comment onOil the DraftDr/IDrI"/ I/Illv/rolllllollallmpactIllvrolllllollallmpactnvironmentalnviron'nentatnvironnentat/ ' Impact StattS'IIISIIIStilt' , 1'111P111' n, niIIIPitPi-

tDiIS

- . '.
fIJI'ISfIJIIS(Dl'ISDlISDi-ISDiIS'- ) for the proposed DecemberDeemherDeceniher( BeaufortBeaujorc SeaSe " oil011 andalld 1\1gas1I#(uv" \ i\ii-
sale

I \", ,

sale411fIJI'ISis scheduled for mid-MavmidMavIIIld-MavIIIldraid-Mavraid- andalld June The1he NorthNorlh SlopeSiopc , thetiletile1an/11ar</ , ,. ., 411-411
most affected by thetlte sale , hasha reservationsreservatwlls whetherltetlter", the saltsale' slimilshu,1shu1slirnil, I/i-

gogo forward as planned and is critical of theIhe DEISDENSDEDENSreleasedISISreleasedreleased in It-ItIrI-

tMarch
IIr-

bfarch
, -'

Marchbfarch . The regionregion'sregions'ss' views'll' ews on theIhe sale and theIhe impact statementstatemelll w>vi,
prepared by the North Slope BoroughBorough'sBoroughs '3 public injarmatntnjormatu'litnjormatuliinformation>' n officeoffIce-
and

office-
andand are printedpnnted as submittedsuhmltted belowhelow hitrtherfurther1-urther1urther- commentcomlllentconrrne nt is invitedm 'itedited' onon-
tit

on-
thisthistit IS ma/ormaormalormajor/ issueISSt/ISStISStIIlit/( ' whichwinch",II/litIIlit/ ajjectsa/jeusajeusallects/ all Alaskans4lasA.alls4lasAalls4laskans. rdfdrd-

By

i dd-

ByBy William II11H DuBayDuBay-

NSB
DuBay-

NSBNSB Information OfficeOffice-

for

"

for the Tundra TimesTimeTimesjTimes-

The

ii-

The

Ij

The ofoffoffleofficelitele of BLM'sBLMsBLM\BLMBLMAIJskJ'\ AlaskaAIJskJ Outer ContinentalOllt1l1entt1ontinental( , Shelf has anan-anan-

nounced
an-

nounced
¬-

nounced the hearingsheJrlngs to heoebe heldhelJ to receive officialof ffclJIclJI public commencommen-commen-
tary

commen-
tary

¬-

tary on the Draft It nvironmentalnVlonmentJI! Impact StatementStJtement ( DEIS )

for the proposed Beaufort Sea ederal/StateederalStatel'ederdl/StJtel'ederdllederdlStJtet[ ' / Oil011011andOilandand Gas( las; as LeaseLease-

Sale
Lease-

SaleSale scheduled for this DecemberDecemherDecember-
Hearings

Decemher-
Hearln

December-
HearingsHearingsHearln s are set in the following platespldlesplaces the( tic new communitycommullltycommulllty-

center
community-

centercenter at KaktovikKaktovlk on MayMJY IS15I \, inIi9, the all-purposeallpurposeall-purpmepurpme- room of the schoolschool-

building
school-

buildingbuilding at NuiqsutNUlqsut on MayMJY 1616,11116111, in FairbanksFalroJnbFalroJnbonon May 117.and17and177 ,. and in thethe-

assembly
the-

assemblyassembly room of the North Slope Borough headquartersheJdquJfters in111 BarrowBJrrowBJrrow-

on
Barrow-

onon June 4 .

Public hearings on the North Slope CommunitiesCHlInllJllltles( '-

uniniunittes
u-

niniunittes'
( willwtll start atIt<

7:30730: p.mpm. . The hearing in111 KurbanksImhanksIairbanks' , will beginhegm atJt 9 ama in in11\11\11thethethe-

Schaible
the-

SchaibleSchaible Auditorium at the UniversityUmver lty olof( ) I AlaskaAIJskaAlaska-

Presiding
AIJska-

Presiding
Alaska-

PresidingPresiding officer for the hearingsheanng will behe HankIIdniothank. Nolden , chiefchief-

of
chief-

ofof the EnvironmentalEnvlronmentJI Assessment Branchrdlllh in111 the MineralsMlnerdls DivisionDIVIsIon-

for
Division-

forfor BLMBLMinin10 WashingtonWaslungton , DCD C('
The Draft StatementStatement-

The

Statement-

TheThe DEIS consists of twotwo-

volumes
two-

volumesvolumes containing 387 pagespages-
of

pages-
ofof texttex t along with 200 moremore-
pages

more-
pagespages of bibliography andand-
appendices

and-
appendicesappendices plus some 1212-

separate
12-

separateseparate maps . It is availavail-avail-
able

¬.-
able first-come-first-firstcomefirstcomefirst-
served

firstcomefirst-
served

firstcomefirst-
served

on a8 -- - -

served basis at the OCSDCS OfOf-Of-

fice
¬.-

fice , 700 A Street ,. in AnchAnch-Anch-
orage

Anch-
orage

¬-

orage . The statement concernsconconcerns-
the

rnsrns-
thethe environmental impactimpact-
ofof the proposedproposedsalesale whichwhich-
involved

which-
involvedinvolved 8688 blocks consistingconsisting-
ofof 514,193514193, acres ofofmostlymostlymostly-
submerged

mostly-
submergedsubmerged lands in the near-nearnear-
shore

near-
shore

near-
shore

-

shore area ofofthe-thethe-, BeaufortBeaufort-
Sea

Beaufort-
SeaSea . The acreage lies betweenbetween-
the

between-
thethe Canning River and thethe-
Simpson

the-
SimpsonSimpson Lagoon . Because ofof-

the
of-

thethe jurisdictional dispute overover-

some
over-

somesome of the property , thethe-
Federal

the-
FederalFederal government and thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Alaska have decided

to hold the sale jointly andand-
resolve

and-
resolveresolve the jurisdictional disdis-dis-
putes

dis-

putes
-¬-

putes atal a later date .

In summary ,. the DELSDEISDEI-
Sstates

DEI-
Sstatesstates that all blocks posepose-
some

pose-
somesome degree of pollution riskrisk-
to

risk-
toto the environment .. The riskrisk-
potential

risk-
potentialpotential is related to adad-adad-

verse
¬.-

verse effects on the environenviron-environ-
ment

environ-
ment

¬-

ment andandotherother resource usesuses-
which

uses-
whichwhichwhichmayprincipallyfrommay result principally
from accidental or chronicchronic-
oil

chronic-
oiloiloilspillsspills . SocioeconomicSocioeconomic-
effects

Socioeconomic-
effectseffects from onshore developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

-¬-

ment will have State , regional ,.

and local implications .

The report remarks byby-

way
by-

wayway of introduction :

SeveralSeveralmitigatedmitigatedmitigated-
measures

mitigated-
measuresmeasures may be appliedapplied-
which

applied-
whichwhichwhichWIllwill reduce thethe-
type

the-
typetype ,. occurrence ,. andand-
extent

and-
extentextent ofofadverseadverse impactimpac-
tlSClated

impact-
associatedassociatedlSClatedlSClatedwithassociatedwith( ')( with this pro-propro-

See

pro-

See

-.

( See BEAUFORT , Page Seven )


