
Beaufort SealeaSea-
sale

lea-
salesale reviewedreviewe-

de
reviewedPub-

licI'ubltcIubltc1'l/hllC1'l1lhllCPublic'/ comment onOil the DraftDr/IDrI"/ I/Illv/rolllllollallmpactIllvrolllllollallmpactnvironmentalnviron'nentatnvironnentat/ ' Impact StattS'IIISIIIStilt' , 1'111P111' n, niIIIPitPi-

tDiIS

- . '.
fIJI'ISfIJIIS(Dl'ISDlISDi-ISDiIS'- ) for the proposed DecemberDeemherDeceniher( BeaufortBeaujorc SeaSe " oil011 andalld 1\1gas1I#(uv" \ i\ii-
sale

I \", ,

sale411fIJI'ISis scheduled for mid-MavmidMavIIIld-MavIIIldraid-Mavraid- andalld June The1he NorthNorlh SlopeSiopc , thetiletile1an/11ar</ , ,. ., 411-411
most affected by thetlte sale , hasha reservationsreservatwlls whetherltetlter", the saltsale' slimilshu,1shu1slirnil, I/i-

gogo forward as planned and is critical of theIhe DEISDENSDEDENSreleasedISISreleasedreleased in It-ItIrI-

tMarch
IIr-

bfarch
, -'

Marchbfarch . The regionregion'sregions'ss' views'll' ews on theIhe sale and theIhe impact statementstatemelll w>vi,
prepared by the North Slope BoroughBorough'sBoroughs '3 public injarmatntnjormatu'litnjormatuliinformation>' n officeoffIce-
and

office-
andand are printedpnnted as submittedsuhmltted belowhelow hitrtherfurther1-urther1urther- commentcomlllentconrrne nt is invitedm 'itedited' onon-
tit

on-
thisthistit IS ma/ormaormalormajor/ issueISSt/ISStISStIIlit/( ' whichwinch",II/litIIlit/ ajjectsa/jeusajeusallects/ all Alaskans4lasA.alls4lasAalls4laskans. rdfdrd-

By

i dd-

ByBy William II11H DuBayDuBay-

NSB
DuBay-

NSBNSB Information OfficeOffice-

for

"

for the Tundra TimesTimeTimesjTimes-

The

ii-

The

Ij

The ofoffoffleofficelitele of BLM'sBLMsBLM\BLMBLMAIJskJ'\ AlaskaAIJskJ Outer ContinentalOllt1l1entt1ontinental( , Shelf has anan-anan-

nounced
an-

nounced
¬-

nounced the hearingsheJrlngs to heoebe heldhelJ to receive officialof ffclJIclJI public commencommen-commen-
tary

commen-
tary

¬-

tary on the Draft It nvironmentalnVlonmentJI! Impact StatementStJtement ( DEIS )

for the proposed Beaufort Sea ederal/StateederalStatel'ederdl/StJtel'ederdllederdlStJtet[ ' / Oil011011andOilandand Gas( las; as LeaseLease-

Sale
Lease-

SaleSale scheduled for this DecemberDecemherDecember-
Hearings

Decemher-
Hearln

December-
HearingsHearingsHearln s are set in the following platespldlesplaces the( tic new communitycommullltycommulllty-

center
community-

centercenter at KaktovikKaktovlk on MayMJY IS15I \, inIi9, the all-purposeallpurposeall-purpmepurpme- room of the schoolschool-

building
school-

buildingbuilding at NuiqsutNUlqsut on MayMJY 1616,11116111, in FairbanksFalroJnbFalroJnbonon May 117.and17and177 ,. and in thethe-

assembly
the-

assemblyassembly room of the North Slope Borough headquartersheJdquJfters in111 BarrowBJrrowBJrrow-

on
Barrow-

onon June 4 .

Public hearings on the North Slope CommunitiesCHlInllJllltles( '-

uniniunittes
u-

niniunittes'
( willwtll start atIt<

7:30730: p.mpm. . The hearing in111 KurbanksImhanksIairbanks' , will beginhegm atJt 9 ama in in11\11\11thethethe-

Schaible
the-

SchaibleSchaible Auditorium at the UniversityUmver lty olof( ) I AlaskaAIJskaAlaska-

Presiding
AIJska-

Presiding
Alaska-

PresidingPresiding officer for the hearingsheanng will behe HankIIdniothank. Nolden , chiefchief-

of
chief-

ofof the EnvironmentalEnvlronmentJI Assessment Branchrdlllh in111 the MineralsMlnerdls DivisionDIVIsIon-

for
Division-

forfor BLMBLMinin10 WashingtonWaslungton , DCD C('
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The Draft StatementStatement-

The

Statement-

TheThe DEIS consists of twotwo-

volumes
two-

volumesvolumes containing 387 pagespages-
of

pages-
ofof texttex t along with 200 moremore-
pages

more-
pagespages of bibliography andand-
appendices

and-
appendicesappendices plus some 1212-

separate
12-

separateseparate maps . It is availavail-avail-
able

¬.-
able first-come-first-firstcomefirstcomefirst-
served

firstcomefirst-
served

firstcomefirst-
served

on a8 -- - -

served basis at the OCSDCS OfOf-Of-

fice
¬.-

fice , 700 A Street ,. in AnchAnch-Anch-
orage

Anch-
orage

¬-

orage . The statement concernsconconcerns-
the

rnsrns-
thethe environmental impactimpact-
ofof the proposedproposedsalesale whichwhich-
involved

which-
involvedinvolved 8688 blocks consistingconsisting-
ofof 514,193514193, acres ofofmostlymostlymostly-
submerged

mostly-
submergedsubmerged lands in the near-nearnear-
shore

near-
shore

near-
shore

-

shore area ofofthe-thethe-, BeaufortBeaufort-
Sea

Beaufort-
SeaSea . The acreage lies betweenbetween-
the

between-
thethe Canning River and thethe-
Simpson

the-
SimpsonSimpson Lagoon . Because ofof-

the
of-

thethe jurisdictional dispute overover-

some
over-

somesome of the property , thethe-
Federal

the-
FederalFederal government and thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Alaska have decided

to hold the sale jointly andand-
resolve

and-
resolveresolve the jurisdictional disdis-dis-
putes

dis-

putes
-¬-

putes atal a later date .

In summary ,. the DELSDEISDEI-
Sstates

DEI-
Sstatesstates that all blocks posepose-
some

pose-
somesome degree of pollution riskrisk-
to

risk-
toto the environment .. The riskrisk-
potential

risk-
potentialpotential is related to adad-adad-

verse
¬.-

verse effects on the environenviron-environ-
ment

environ-
ment

¬-

ment andandotherother resource usesuses-
which

uses-
whichwhichwhichmayprincipallyfrommay result principally
from accidental or chronicchronic-
oil

chronic-
oiloiloilspillsspills . SocioeconomicSocioeconomic-
effects

Socioeconomic-
effectseffects from onshore developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-
ment

-¬-

ment will have State , regional ,.

and local implications .

The report remarks byby-

way
by-

wayway of introduction :

SeveralSeveralmitigatedmitigatedmitigated-
measures

mitigated-
measuresmeasures may be appliedapplied-
which

applied-
whichwhichwhichWIllwill reduce thethe-
type

the-
typetype ,. occurrence ,. andand-
extent

and-
extentextent ofofadverseadverse impactimpac-
tlSClated

impact-
associatedassociatedlSClatedlSClatedwithassociatedwith( ')( with this pro-propro-

See

pro-

See

-.

( See BEAUFORT , Page Seven )
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posoJposal . OtherOthe measuresmeaSllrmeasures, S',

;
,

which areare-arebeyondare--beyondarebeyond-- -beyondbeyond-, tfiat1iethethe-
capabilitycapability of; this agencyagency-
to

agency-
toto apply,. havehav been idid-idid-

entified
id-

entified
¬-

entified . In spite of miti-mitimiti-

gating
miti-

gating
miti-

gating
-

. gating measures , somesome-

impacts
some-

impactsimpacts are consideredconsidered-
unavoidable

considered-
unavoidableunavoidable . For inin-inin-

stonce
in-

stance
¬-

stancestonce , oil spills areare-

considered
are-

consideredconsidered statisticallystatistically-
probable

statistically-
probableprobable ,. some disturdistur-distur-
bance

distur-
bance

¬-

bance to fisheryfisherfisheryandandandwildwild-wildwild-

lie
wild-

life
wild-

life
--

li/elielife/ values willwilloccuroccur , andand-

some
and-

somesome onshore developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-

ment
-¬-

ment will occur in unun-unun-

dev
un-

developed
¬-

.
developeddev loped areas .

, TheTh Summary statementstatement-
'lists

statement-
listslists'lists' the followingfollowingII"AlterAlterAlter-IIAlter"Alter-II""Alter-
natives

Alter-

natives
¬-

natives "" to going ahead withwith-

the. '-

Already
A-

lready
"Jhl\"JhlJhl"Jhlale>'" jthathe' :\.; salegaleale,, some ofor

.whichhich;,. havehav-
eQ

}

,Q'alreadyalreadyeSdy been proposedpropos d byby-

residents
by-

residentsresidents and officialsofticials of thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth Slope :

A . Withdraw sale .

B. Hold the sale8ale in .aa. .a-

modified
aa-

modifiedmodified form . Deletion ofof-

blocks
of-

blocksblocks for protection ofof-

biologically
of-

biologicallybiologically diverse andand-

geographically
and-

geographicallygeographically distinctdistinct-
area

distinct-
areaarea known as the boulderboulder-

field
boulder-

fieldfield .

C . Delay sale8ale .,

1 .. Pending completioncompletion-

ofof "ProjectProject" Whales "

study8tudy .,

2 . Pending decision onon-

the
on-

thethe Marine SanctuarySanctuary-
proposal

Sanctuary-
proposalproposal..

3 . Pending approvalapproval-
ofof the Alaska CoastalCoastal-
Management

Coastal-
ManagementManagement Plan andand-

the
and-

thethe North SlopeSlope-

Borough
Slope-

BoroughBorough Coastal ManMan-Man-

agement
Man-

agement
¬-

agement Plan .


