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Jim McKinley in a relaxed mood at home .
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LookingLookin = back -
Center thethewa'Ywaywa'Y.' it was

Editor'sEditors' Note : CopperCopper-
Center

Copper-
CenterCenter , one of the biggestbiggest-

and
biggest-

andand liveliest of the CopperCopper-
River

Copper-
RiverRiver Basin'sBasins' communities ,.

is home to many Ahtna InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian

¬-

dian families Well-knownWellknownWellknown-
Copper

Wellknown-
Copper

-

Copper Center family namnam--nam-

e5

nam-
es

¬-

ese5 now include Johns ,

Craig ,. George , McConkey ,

McKinlcyMcKinley , Ewan , Jackson ,

Lincoln , Brown ,. SteinfteldSteinfieldSteinjeld,.

StickwanStckwanStick, wan ,. Buchea , Martin ,.

SabonSaho/lSaholSahon/ ,. Jack , Nickolai ,. Yaz-YazYaz-

zie

Yaz-

Zie

Yaz-

zie

-

zie ,. Pete ,. Bell ,. Larson ,

I'leuryIleuryNeury1'leury1leury'
' and SmyonSmyo/lSmyolSinyonSmyo-

nThe

Sinyo-

nThegold
/

TheThegoldThegoldrush,_gold=oldoldrushrushrush-

andand laterlaterJ-

im

laterJ-

imJim McKinley is a vigovigo-vigo-

rous
vigo-

rous

¬-

rous , vibrant man who waswas-

born
was-

bornhornborn in 1899 at the heightheight-

of
height-

ofof the Gold Rush . HelieIle livedlived-

at

lived-

atat Wood Camp , around 3 or
44milesmiles from Copper CenCen-Cen-

ter
Cen-

ter

¬-

ter .

HelieIle remembers , "TheyThey"They-
had

"They-
had

"

had a school building herehere-

In

here-

inin 1902-03190203- . 1I was 4 yearsyears-

old
years-

oldold . 1I remember prettypretty-
good

pretty-
goodgood .. " By 1904-05190405-- , he says ,
there were very few whitewhite-

people
white-

peoplepeople left , in comparisoncomparison-
toto the thousands who stamstam-stam-

peded
stam-

peded

¬-

peded through a few yearsyears-

earlier
years-

earlierearlier in their search forfor-

riches
for-

richesriches and who built 'RabRab'Rab-'Rab-

bit
'Rab-

bit

' ¬-

bit City ' at Klutina . CopperCopper-
Center

Copper-
CenterCenter , recalls Jim McKinMcKin-McKin-

ley
McKin-

ley
¬-

ley , was just the 'CityCity' ' ---
because it had everything .

Right down to a jail and anan-

experimental
an-

experimentalexperimental gardeninggardening-
station

gardening-
stationstation .

As a young boy ,, Jim McMc-Mc-

Kinley
Mc-

Kinley
¬-

Kinley hunted . Hefie huntedhunted-
bear

hunted-
bearbear , moose , caribou andand-

sheep
and-

sheepsheep . He was six yearsyears-

old
years-

oldoldoldwhenwhen hefie shot his firstfirst-

beaver
first-

beaverbeaver with a .2222. single-singlesingle-

shot
singl-

eshot
single-

shot
-

shot.. He was about ninenine-

years
nine-

yearsyears old when he downeddowned-
moose

aa-

moosemoose with a 30/3030/ andand-

then
and-

thenthen helped his dad cutcl.ltcllt. upup-

and
up-

andand dry the meat..

But even more importantimportant-
toto the young boy were thethe-

tales

the-

talestales told by the old peoplepeople-peoplepeople-
He

-:.

He loved listening to the oldold-

people

old-

peoplepeople tell stories , and hehehe-

spent
he-

spentspent a lot of time withwith-

them
with-

themthem , learning things . "II"I-

think
"

think learning is most imim-imim-

portant
im-

portant
¬-

portant ," he says now . "II""I-

don'tdon'tdont' wantwan t things lost.. "
He is especially proud ofof-

the
oo-

the
f

the languagelangqage of the AhtnaAhtnAhAhtn-

people
tnatna-

peoplepeople ,, of Ahtna history ,,

and of the wise and genegene-gene-

rous

gene-

rous

¬-

rous Indian customcustom of Pot-PotPot-

latch

Pot-

latch

Pot-

latch

-

latch .

Several young peoplepeople-

have

people-

havehave visited Jim McKinleyMcKinley-

and

McKinley-

andand asked him questionsquestionquestions-

about
question-

about
s

about the old way of lifelife-

just
-

just as he used to visit olderoldeolder-

people

olde-

people

r
people . He is pleased inin-

their

in-

their

I

II

their interest in the oldof I

ways that he loves .

The early TwentiesTwenties-

Before

TwenTwenties-

Before

es

Before he lived in ChitinChitinaChitina-
and

Chitina-
andand Glennallen , WalterWalter-

Charley
Walter-

CharleyCharley lived at WoodWood-

Camp
Wood-

CampCamp , down from CopperCopper-
Center

Copper-
CenterCenter . HeIle remembers thatthat-

Copper
that-

CopperCopper Center was calledcalled-

'Mission'MissionMission' Village ' during thethe-

years
the-

yearsyears he went to school..

"InIn" Wood Camp , I livedlived-

Inin a big log home . I rere-rere-

member
re-

member

¬-

member there was a kitchenkitchen-
inin the back . There1l1ere waswas-

three
was-

threethree families there in oldold-

Wood
old-

WoodWood Camp : Jim McKinley ,

my family , and Big CharChar-Char-

ley
Char-

ley

¬-

ley , my uncle .
" Big CharChar-Char-

ley's
Char-

ley's

¬-

ley'sleys' was Walter Charley'sCharleysCharley's-
foster

Charley's-
foster

'

foster family . "PrettyPretty" brightbright-
man

bright-
manman . Conservative . AlwaysAlways-

had
Always-

hadhad a pile of wood ahead ofof-

time
of-

timetime . He used to have allall-

the

all-

thethe fish put up and all thethe-

meat
the-

meatmeat.. Never was a hungryhungry-
day

hungry-
dayday in my home . There waswas-

hungry
was-

hungryhungry days after I left ,"
he laughed . "ManyMany" ofof-

them
of-

themthem . "
In the early 20's20s' , recallsrecalls-

Walter
recalls-

WalterWalter Charley , Tony JackJack-Jack-

son
Jack-

son

¬-

son , Louie Lincoln andand-

Mentasta
and-

MentastaMentasta Pete lived in WoodWood-

Camp
Wood-

CampCamp along with BobbyBobby-

Jackson
Bobby-

JacksonJackson , Tonsina Teddy ,

Earl Jackson , SkookumSkookum-
Johns

Skookum-
JohnsJohns , and Billy Nickolai..

Billy Nickolai built a lot ofof-

houses
of-

houseshouses .

Across the river fromfrom-

Copper
from-

CopperCopper Center was anotheranother-
village

another-
villagevillage . Tenas Jack livedlived-

there
lived-

therethere , and 'BigBig' Jack ' ( ChiefChief-

Andrew
Chief-

AndrewAndrew Jackson ) , CopperCopper-
Center

Copper-
CenterCenter John , Pete Jackson ,

Arthur Jackson , and an oldold-

man
old-

manman they called Tana'naTananaTana'na-

Jack
Tanana-

Jack
''

Jack , Henry Allen , and thethe-

Craigs
the-

CraigsCraigs .

"TheThe" father was the bossboss-

of
boss-

ofof the family , supplied thethe-

family
the-

familyfamily . He was training hishis-

kids
his-

kidskids to go out there , howhow-

to
how-

toto do the huntinghuntihg . Training
them to get out of bed inin-

the
in-

thethe morning ,, jump up , gog

outdoors . Just like thethe-

white
the-

whitewhite man , exercises in thethe-

morning
the-

morningmorning . Sometimes theythey-

went
they-

wentwent so far as throw youyou inin-

the
in-

thethe river - and if you crawlcrawl-

out
crawl-

outout they throw you backback-

in
back-

inin ,, keep you in that water .

You got to pack wood ,

pack water . . .
"

You had to learn the lawlaw-

of
law-

ofof the land back in thosethose-

days
those-

daysdays if you were a boy .

Usually you went out withwith-

your
with-

youryour uncle or father - andand-

your
and-

youryour uncle was as much ofof-

a

of-

aa boss , and had as muchmuch-

authority
much-

authorityauthority to tell you whatwhat-

to
what-

toto do as your own fatherfather-
did

father-
diddid . Uncles and fathersfathers-
taugh

fathers-
taughttaughttaught boys how to track .

"TheyThey" teach; you aboutabout-
wind

about-
windwind - which direction thethe-

wind
the-

windwind blows . They teach youyou-

about
you-

aboutabout movement of animals
- which way the animalsanimals-

move
animals-

movemove . They teach you whatwhat-

kind
what-

kindkind of places the animalsanimals-
move

animals-
movemove to ," says Walter CharChar-Char-

ley
Char-

ley

¬-

ley .

In those days , recallsrecalls-

Walter
recalls-

WalterWalter Charley , "whenwhen" youyou-

camp
you-

campcamp any place , you laidlaid-

something
laid-

somethingsomething down , you knowknow-

itit belongs to someone else .

Who it belongs to .. YouYou-

never
You-

nevernever pick it up . You couldcould-

use
could-

useuse it , or whatever , butbut-

never
but-

nevernever take it along . BackBack-

in
Back-

inin the old days , we drove upup-

and
up-

andand down along the trail ,

we see a gun hanging alongalong-

the
along-

thethe trail - it stayed therethere-

for
there-

forfor weeks . If you pick upup-

his
up-

hishis gun , you'reyoure' jeopardizingjeopardizing-
hishis life . It'sIts' his livelihood ,

that'sthats'' the only gun he had . ...
That'sThats' all the stuff I rere-rere-

member
re-

member
¬-

member , the good stuff . "

Life at Klutina LakeLakeB-

asilleBasilicBasille Jackson was bornborn-

in

born-

inin the KlutinaKIutina LakeLakearea-areaarea-- inin-

the
in-

thethe middle of winter 5656-

years
56-

yearsyears ago . "ThereThere" was hardhard-hard-

ly
hard-

ly
¬-

ly any people around ," hehe-

remembersremembers about his boy-boy-

hood days . "ThereThere" waswas-

Ruth
was-

RuthRuth Johns ' folks - theythey-

used
they-

usedused to move out therethere-
with

there-
withwith us andandwewe stayed outout-

there
out-

therethere all winter . Our regularregular-

home
regular-

homehome was down in WoodWood-

Camp
Wood-

CampCamp until it burned down ,

and then we moved to thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage , up at the top of thethe-

hill

the-

hillhill ."

As a young boy , BasilicBasilleBasille-

Jackson
Basille-

JacksonJackson used to do lots ofof-

I

of-

hunting
of-

huntingI hunting and trapping withwith-

his
with-

hishis uncleunclelunclelJim, Jim McKinley .

"WhenWhen" school started , ' II-

stayed
I-

stayedstayed with my uncle TonyTony-

Jackson
Tony-

Jackson(Jackson ) in wintertimes . InIn-

summertimes
In-

summertimessummertimes I stayed withwith-

Grandma
with-

GrandmaGrandma and GrandpaGrandpa-
Elaine

Grandpa-
Elaine( Elaine and George McKinMcKin-McKin-

ley
McKin-

ley

¬-
ley ) at the fish camp acrossacross-

the
across-

thethe river .

"ItIt" was lots of fun -
interesting . We don'tdont' staystay-

in
stay-

inin one place . In summersummer-summer-
time

summer-
time

¬-

time , everybody fishedfished-

down
fished-

downdown the river . Fall time ,

after fishing , everybodyeverybody-
takes

everybody-
takestakes off in the country .

I remember we used to livelive-

up

live-

upup at the mouth of KlutinaKIutinaKIutina-
Lake

Klutina-
LakeLake at a house where wewe-

stayed
we-

stayedstayed all winter long . I rere-rere-

member
re-

member

¬-

member as a kid one time II-

was

I-

waswas back in the mountains .

We saw a brown bear andand-

Grandpa
and-

GrandpaGrandpa showed me how toto-

shoot
to-

shootshoot a bear . Get up close-closeclose-

as

close-

as

close-

as
-

as here to that door - andand-

shoot
and-

shootshoot itit.. "
'*Life has changed a lotlot-

and
lot-

andand memories are not alal-alal-

ways
al-

ways

¬-

ways accurate . "AA" couple ofof-

years
of-

yearsyears ago , I guess , I went upup-

to
up-

toto Klutina , took a boat , andand-

went
and-

wentwent around the KlutinaKIutina ,

and stopped at a cliff wherewhere-

II used to play when I waswas-

a
was-

aa kid - it was really high .

It'sIts' kind of funny . I standstand-

on
stand-

onon top , and look down . It'sItsIt's-

just
It's-

just
'

just a little cliff.. . .maybemaybe. .maybe-

ten
.maybe-

tenten feet high . "

But some memories areare-

golden
are-

goldengolden : "II" used to likelike-

hunting
like-

huntinghunting . I'dId'' always tag a-aa-

long
a-

long
a-

long
-

long . Me and Uncle Jim .

I'dId'' be right behind him ,,

wherever he'dhed' go . "

The firstfirst-

martenmartenmarten-

"The"TheThe" river changed ," rere-rere-

members
re-

members
¬-

members Hector Ewan . "ItIt"It-

used
"It-

used

"
used to be close , right a-aa-

cross
a-

cross
a-

cross
-

cross from the Lodge . WeWe-

could
We-

couldcould talk together everyevery-
day

every-
dayday . In the last 30 yearsyears-
II imagine it went backback-

half
back-

halfhalf a mile . They used toto-

use
to-

useuse boats - boats werewere-
just

were-
justjust like a car . Two dollars .

That was big money ."

Hector Ewan left homehome-
at

home-
at

--

and
a-

nd
-

at the age of 1414andand wentwent-

back
went-

backback into the woods toto-

live

to-

livelive at 16-Mile16Mile- Cabin withwith-

his

with-

hishis brother-in-lawbrotherinlaw- - . "MyMy"My-

brotherinlaw
"My-

brotherinlaw

"
brother-in-lawbrotherinlaw- - , first time II-

met

I-

metmet him , he didn'tdidnt' say twotwo-

words

two-

wordswords to me ., He said , "YouYou"You-
trap

"You-
trap

"
trap this way tomorrow . HeHe-

never

He-

nevernever told me how to set aa-

trap
a-

traptrap . I was stupid . "

But not that stupid . TheThe-

very

The-

veryvery first day out he caughtcaught-

aa marten and a mink . TheThe-

young
The-

youngyoung boy was excited andand-

proud
and-

proudproud of himself. "II" wantwant-want-

ed

want-

ed

¬-

ed to run home that 1616-

miles

16-

milesmiles . I wanted to show mymy-

mom

my-

mommom . My brother-in-lawbrotherinlawbrotherinlaw-
said

- -

said , 'Hey-'HeyHey'Heyyou'Hey ,;- you gotta skinskin-

it
skin-

itit first ! '

Parents knew that aa-

young
a-

youngyoung child had to learnlearn-

grownup
learn-

grownupgrown-upgrownup- ways , and, becomebecome-
tough

become-
toughtough and resourceful .. HecHec-Hec-

tor
Hec-

tor

¬-

tor Ewan also recalls thethe-

way

the-

wayway a young boy became aa-

man

a-

manman . Sometime , usuallyusually-

between
usually-

betweenbetween the ages of 9 and
14 , "YourYour" dad would say ,

'AreAre' you in good shape? '
Then he'dhed' toss you in thethe-

river
the-

riverriver . You'dYoud' have to breakbreak-
trees

break-
treestrees , make a big pile -
build a fire . That'sThats'' whatwhat-

they'd
what-

they'd'' ' ''they'dtheyd call you - 'manmanman -
then . "

RediscoveringRedisooverin =
Rediscoveringthe
the oldoldwayswaysways-

Young

ways-

YoungYoung Ahtna people areare-

actively
are-

activelyactively finding out aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe history of the people ofof-

See

of-

See(See COPPER CENTER , Page 5)5)



. CopperCoppe,: Center
(Continued from Page Four )

Copper Center .

Several years ago , twotwo-

teenaged
two-

teenagedteenaged girls , Kathy EwanEwan-

and
Ewan-

andand Wanda Bell , interviewedinterviewed-
Mary

interviewed-
MaryMary Bell , Andy Brown ,

Hector Ewan , Ruth Johns ,

and Elizabeth Pete - all ofof-

Copper
of-

CopperCopper Center . They spentspent-
aa semester findingrmding outout-

about
out-

aboutabout old customs and writwrit-writ-

ing
writ-

ing
¬-

ing an English paper whichwhich-

eventually
which-

eventuallyeventually grew into a smallsmall-

book
small-

bookbook .

The girls questioned theirtheir-

informants
their-

informantsinformants about everyevery-every-
thing

every-
thing

¬-

thing : about tools , preserpreser-preser-
vation

preser-
vation

¬-

vation techniques , food andand-

transportation
and-

transportationtransportation .

Among the things theythey-

discovered
they-

discovereddiscovered were that houseshouses-
in

houses-
inin this area used to be mademade-

of
made-

ofof logs tied together with

"
moose strips , that the roofsroofs-

were
roofs-

werewere made of branches andand-

bark
and-

bark
.
bark , and the doors of bearbear-

skinskin .

Bedding was made ofof-

animal
of-

animalanimal hide - moose , bear ,

wolf and fox skins . AhtnaAhtna-
people

Ahtna-
peoplepeople used moss for padpad-pad-

ding
pad-

ding
¬-

ding and mattresses . TheyThey-

knew
They-

knewknew how to ., use practicalpractical-practical-
ly

¬-

ly everything in Nature .

Candles were made ofof-

moose
of-

moosemoose , caribou , or salmonsalmon-

grease
salmon-

greasegrease , and wicks werewere-

made
were-

mademade of moose or cariboucaribou-
strips

caribou-
stripsstrips . Moose bladders werewere-

used
were-

usedused for windows , bones forfor-

tools
for-

toolstools , and sinews forfor-

thread
for-

threadthread . Boats were alsoalso-
made

also-
mademade of moose hide . TheThe-

hair
The-

hairhair was taken off , and thethe-

skin
the-

skinskin was sewn to a barkbark-

frame
bark-

frameframe whilewl1e it was still wet..


