
4, .

SenSene.. GravelGra l MakesJlakes SuggestionSuggestion-Sugges-
tionConservationistNative

Sugges-
tionConservationistNative

-
Conservationist-NativeConservationistNative- Alliance ?

Alaska Conservation SocietySOCJetySOCJety-

Board
Society-

BoardBoard member Robert B . WeedenWeeden-
of

Weeden-
ofof College ., Alaska has distributeddistributed-
copies

distributed-
copiescopies of a letter sent to himhim-

by
him-

byby Senator Mike Gravel whichwhIch-
asks

which-
asksasks for a sensesenseof-ofof-. of alliancealliance-
between

alliance-
betweenbetween 'NativesNatives', and conservaconserva-conserva-

tionists
conserva-

tionists
¬-

tionists .

The letter from Senator GraGra-Gra-
vel

gra-

vel
¬-

velvelrequestsrequests Mr.. Weeden'sWeedens' supsup-sup-
port

sup-

port
-¬-

port in the cause ofofwhatwhat hehe-

termed
he-

termedtermed "ourour" first conservationconservatIon-conservatIonI-
stS

¬-
""ists .

"TheyThey'They"'" ,. the Native AlaskanAlaskan-
Esk1ITlos

Alaskan-
EskunosEskimosEsk1ITlosEskunos . Aleuts and Indians ,

but for having been the firstfirst-

conservationIsts
first-

conservationistsconservationists on this contincontin-contin-

ent
contin-

ent
¬-

ent ,. wouldwould not be here today .

Their survival under inhospitableinhospitable-
conditions

inhospitable-
conditionsconditions is both a monumentmonument-
toto their tenacity and to thethe-

basic

the-

basicbasic principles of conservation .

"TheyThey'They'Theywere"Theywere"' were the first amongamong-
usus to recognize that dependencedependence-
onon the land . and waterwat- ler , andand-

the
and-

thethe resources of each , 'requiresrequires'(

requuesrequiresrequues-
good

requires-
goodgood husbandry .

"TheirTheir"ThenThen" p'esencepesencepresencep-esencepesence'- inm AlaskaAlaAlaska-
over

kaka-

O'eroverO\'erO'erer\' many thousands of years '

constitutesCOnstltu tes an eloquent recordrecord-
of

record-
ofof appliedapphed conservationconservahon '. thatthat-
speaks

that-
speaksspeaks for itself ., " Senator GravelGravel-

wrote
Gravel-

wrotewrote . Senator Gra-velGravelGra.velGravel.- askedasked-

the
asked-

thethe Nation'sNations' conservation groupsgroups-
toto join with the NativesNativei inin-

pushing
in-

pushingpushing for a fair settlementttlement..

'ToTo"To'" me , " he wrote ,. "achievingachieving"achIeving-
a

"
a settlement that demonstratesdemonstrates-
thethe depth of our commitmentcommItment-
toto uphold the ,. Natives ' truetrue-
rights

true-
rightsrights , and that helps establishestablish-

Native
establish-

NativeNative people on a sound ecoeco-eco-
nomic

.-¬

nomic footing ,. IS( s more importImport-¬-

ant than quick disposal of thethe-

matter
the-

mattermatter.. UnfortunatelyUllfortunatelv ,. somesome-

Alaskans
some-

AlaskansAlaskans who are pushingpushing soso-

hard
so-

hardhard for immediate1ITImedlate settlementsettlement-
areare doing so because they havehave-

aa vestedvestedinterestinterest in some phasephase-
of

phase-
ofofofresourceresource development whichwhlwhich-
correct

hh-

correct( correct or not ) they believebelbelieve-

is
ieveieve-

ISis being
. ,

delayed by the NativeNative-
Cla1ITls

Native-
Claims "ClaimsCla1ITls .

Mr . Weeden called this "stamstam"stam-"stam-
pede

"stam-
pede

" ¬-

pede " attitude a possible barbar-

to
bar-

toto just and fair settlement ..

MrNIT.. Weeden includedInctuded his alat-atat-

tItudes
at-

titudes
¬-

titudes on what a just landland-

and
land-

andand cash settlement should bere ,,
supporting the idea of a 2 perper-
cent

per-
centcent overriding royalty on oiloil-

and
oil-

andand gas revenue , andandexpressmgandexpressingexpressingexpressmgexpressmg-
hIS

expressing-
hishis hopeshopehoped

.-

for
f-

or.forfor.
. a just and fairfair-

settlement
fair-

settlementsettlement of the Native Claimsdaims .


