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At this point of the congressional lame duck session ,

it is quite dim that therethere'willtherewill
'-

will
w- ill' will be ann Alaska native landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims bill coming out of the U.SUS. . House of RepresentaRepresenta-Representa-
tives

Representa-
tives

¬-

tives . While keeping a wary eye for anyny eventuality , allall-

those
lll-

lthosethose concerned withVoith{ Alaska'sAlaskas' land matters might as wellwell-

sit
well-

sitsit back and start thinking of what to do when the newnew-
Congress

new-
CongressCongress convenes next year . It looks more and moremore-
each

more-
eacheach passing day that Congress will have to work on thethe-
claims

the-
claimsclaims bill in 1971..

The delay of the bill in the House , althoughlthough agonizingagonizing-
toto some , might turn out ,to be a blessing in disguise inin-

the
in-

thethe long run .
' 'ItIt' could be a beneficial respite from aa-

feverish
a-

feverishfeverish rush to settle the claims in one fell swoop nono-

matter
no-

mattermatter what during this session of Congress . The delaydelay-
could

delay-
couldcould have been a device to squash the pressure tacticstactics-
that

tactics-
thatthat might have tended to causetause injustices in the longlong-

run
long-

runrun if the bill had been ramrodded through Congress .

Some of the previsions in the Tandrandland measuremeasure.thatmeasurethat. that mightmigtltmigtlt-
have

might-
havehave bedazzled the senses may have been avoided by thethe-
delay

the-
delaydelay ofof'theofthe'thethe' . bill..

The respite is also a most opportune time for the ofof-ofof-

ficials
of-

ficials
¬-

ficials of the Alaska Federation of Natives to have aa-

series
a-

seriesseries of meetings and prepare to meet with the newnew-
William

new-
WilliamWilliam AA.. Egan administration in Juneau that jsis schedsched-sched-
uled

sched-
uled

¬-

uled to take over the governing reins on December 7 ,.

Governor-electGovernorelect- Egan has already established a newnew-
amicable

new-
amicableamicable working level with the AFN . The opportunityopportunity-
isis prime for a renewed effort which has the finest chancechance-
at, at last to approachap-'proachap-proach' the land solution with thetl1e unifiedunified-
effort

unified-
efforteffort.. But first-thefirstthe- AFN has some homework to do .,

There is a partial split the AFN is experiencing withwith-
the

with-
thethe ArcticAr tic Slope Native Association at the moment .

The crux of the matter is the distribution of lands asas-

proposed
as-

proposedproposed by the statewide native group once the landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims settlement has been established .

We feel that ASNAASNA
'

has legitimate reasons for disdis-dis-

satisfaction
dis-

satisfaction
¬-

satisfaction with the AFN distributiondistrtbution plan'. We alsoalso-

feel
also-

feelfeel that the group is being arbitrary in its attempt toto-

impose
to-

imposeimpose the plan .. It seems to us that itt was done as anan-

easy
an-

easyeasy way out of a more complex.complex. matter-thematterthe- properproper-
consideration

proper-
considerationconsideration of land uses as they apply in differentdifferent-
native

different-
nativenative areas of the state . Land uses in the Arctic: , asas-

well
as-

wellwell asS the northwestern and the Seward Peninsula areas ,

are uniquely different than other nativenativ areas of Alaska . .'

Sinceince they are , they bear special attention and considerconsider-consider-
ation

consider-
ation

¬-

ation and AFN and its regionalr
,
gional membership are thethe-

proper
the-

properproper entitiesntities in which to thrash out thetM differences .
Since this is a potentially complex undertaking , earlyearly-
preliminary

early-
preliminarypreliminary meetings should be conductedconduct d

.-
and

a- nd.-
and

a- nd. and whichwhich-
should

which-
should

:
should be followed by a general policy-makingpolicymaking- conferconfer-confer-
ence

confer-
ence

¬-
ence on land distribution . .

There is a House delay on the native land claims bitbill)..
We are prone to .yiewyiewview., it as an interim in which a moremore-
unified

more-
unifiedunified effort of all concerned can beDe established towardtoward-
solution

toward-
solutionsolution of the great land problem . While thistl1is is beingbeing-
done

being-
donedone ,. we hope that the DepartmentDepartrrient of the InteriorInterio willwil-
ltontinue

will-

continueContinuetontinue to dischargedischarQe its dutiesdutie. and protect the landland-
soluti

land-
solutionsolutionsoluti n effortffort into the year, of 1971..


