kindly looking
woman walking
one of the main streets

!
£

she stops on a curb
comer, & voice in the back-
ground says, “In the old days,
people were happy all the time,
helping each other.”

Words appear on the screen
as the woman watches the pass-
ing traffic. They indicate she is
Della Keats, Tribal Doctor.

The scene fades and she is
seen massaging the stomach of
a young woman. She calls to a
man, a doctor in a white coat,
“Dr. Paton, | feel a little
lump.”

The scenes are part of a 60-
second television “spot” on
Mrs. Keats, who is perhaps the
best known traditional healer
in the state today,

The minute documentary
on Mrs. Keats is one of four
spots recently produced about
Alaska Natives by the Univer-
sity of Alaska-Anchorage Jus-
tice Center for play on the
statewide television network

The program on Mrs. Keats
has been shown extensively
already as has another spot on
the wvalue of the knowledge
possessed and passed on by
olkder people in the culture.

In that 60-second spot, a
montage of pictures of older
Eskimo, Indian and Aleut faces
is flashed on the screen with
music playing softly in the
backgroand,

Then the scene changes Lo
a young Eskimo woman who

1

a lot to offer,”

These two productions and
two others, one about younger
people, and the other featur-
ing Adeline Raboff talking
about her plans and hopes for
Kiviyuk, a 20th century family
dwelling for many people, all
seek to sirengthen the iden-
tity and self-image of Alaska
Natives, -

The programs were first
proposed by the Justice Cen-
ter as a way of crime preven. '
tion, according to Libby Rod-
erick, an assistant producer
on the project.

The Justice Center's Doug
Berry was the “father™ of the
idea to use modern technology
and mass communications 1o
support the age-old values of
traditional Alaska Native so-
ciety. .

The Justice Center was
opened in 1975 1o help edu-
cate the state's citizens on a
wide variety of justice-related
subjects and thereby help to
fight crime.

The belief behind the cultur-
al identity series is that young
Alaska persons of Native ances-

manifests itsell in a belief

among certain people that the

world is so complex and for-
bidding that it is difficult or
impossible to affect events
which affect them.”

By using television and the
carefully chosen topics the
hope & that Alaska Natives
who are feeling cutoff from
their identity can see the value
of their cultural background
and see that they have a “right-
ful and important role to play

in the future of Alaska,”™ @ays
the grant request.

The project started out with
the idea that all Native artists
and craftsmen would be fea-
tured and their. philosophies of
their works and lives would
be role models for others. But
then the idea evolved into fea-
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Natives are educated and this  ther similar

helps keep inter-racial tensions  in the future, said Roderick.
down, thus keeping possible The Center alsd has pro-
confrontations — and crimes  duced a full-length program

Broups.
The stereotypes of alcohol-

ism in Natives also help prevent  cess. which was used to deter-
Natives: from getting jobs be-

mine if oil leasing was in the
caust if people believe that  best interests of the people
Natives are alcoholic, they  of the North Slope.
might mot hire them for jobs
that they are qualified for That program will be shown
because they fear that alco.  on televisionin the future.
holism. Joblessness leads to sther series of short tel-
frustration and leads to crime e 8pO planned is
in many cases, she says. i on

“One of the strengths in




