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the cclosestlosestclosest
v

thingth invtfcy
tto0 anactua1spian actual spill11

by warren jarvisjams
for thede tundra abamttewtbam

in the closest tthing to an actual spillin
exxon ever wants to see againllagain llthee
cogcompanypany last week held a small mock
spilliai117exerciseearcisercise in aa protected cove near
WOhomerM r

the cexercise tookslightlytook slightly over an
hour from the first dumping 0of0orangesranges
in Kasikasianakasitnakasiinalinal bay tto tthee boom
cocomcncomencompassedsed product arriving at
the stgoofstem of one of the two largelaree
vessels participating in the spill
exercise

exxon officials termed the exercise
a success despite one of the four
small boats breaking down during the
exercise if such a thing had happened
during a real oil spillspin they said the
spare engine each ssmallI1 boboatat carries
would have middyquickly been installed so
the boat could continue operations

the ships two of the four Eexxonaxonxxon
has designated for its winter spill
response program are responsible for
the gulf of alaska area

according to ken lewis exxons
operations coordinator the two vessels
are not normally together and ususuallyballyually
patrol widely separated areas of the
gulf

the winter spill plan will continue
in effect lewis said until the springsprinaprin9
plan has been formulated and its start-
ing date finalized probably
somewhere around the beginning of
april

the winter plan includes maintain-
ing scattered stockpilesstockpilerstockpiles of response
equipmentment such as booms moniteringmonitoringmoniteringau7uof SEsh reline and accumulation and
assessment of data

reporter warren jarvis trip to
homer was sponsored by exxon co
USA he was one 12 reporters taken
from anchorage to homer to view the
test
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