
Editorial -

COlllparisonofCompartsonofComparisonCOlllparisonCompartson
of EducationEducationI-

tIt is very interesting to compare the way in which the WesternWesterrtWesterrt-
education

.

education system was introduced to arctic Native peoples . The mostmost-
interesting

most-
interestinginteresting comparison is between the Natives of Alaska and thethe-

Sami
the-

SamiSami people of Scandanavia . The Sami people are sometimes calledcalled-
"Lapps

called-
"Lapps""LappsLapps " by non-NativesnonNatives- . Both groups were first visited by explorer-
exploiters

explorer-
exploiters

explorer-
exploiters

explorer-explorer-

exploiters , then by missionaries , and then by government teacher-
agents

teacher-
agents

teacher-
agents

teacher-teacher-

agents . The people introduced the system of Western education toto-

both
to-

bothboth arctic Native groups .

The Samis and Alaska Natives are ""culturally-related"culturallyculturallyrelated- " peoples .
They are not ethnically-relatedethnicallyrelated- , but they share similar ways of livliv-

ing
liv-

ing
liv-liv¬-

ing . They are , or were , nomadic peoples , who travel , or travelled , toto-
different

to-
differentdifferent parts of their lands with the changing seasons to hunt andand-
fish

and-
fishfish , or barter for goods among tribes . This is how the Native peoplepeople-
were

people-
werewere living in both areas of the arctic at the time of the arrivalarrivalofofof-
the

of-
thethe Western educators who established the schools for the NativesNatives-
and

Natives-
andand the Samis .

The way they went about creating the schools in Alaska and inin-

the
in-

thethe Sami country was completely different.. The SamSamisis were nomad-
ic

nomadnomad-¬-

ic in that they were , and are , into animal husbandry . They havehave-

herded
have-

herdedherdedherdedreindeerreindeer for perhaps thousands ofofyyearsycars'SomeycarsSomears . ''SomeSome of them wwe'rewerewrewere-
even

'rere-

eveneven brought to Alaska early in this century to teach Eskimos howhow-
to

how-
toto herdherdreindeerreindeer . InsteadInsteadofof building school buildings , the nonNa-
tive

nonNa-
tive

non-NanonNanon-Na-- ¬-

tive teachers learned how to build tents so that they could traveltravel-
throughout

travel-
throughoutthroughout the seasons with the Sami.. Classes were taught in travel-
ling

traveltravel-¬.-
ling tents , where ever the Sami happened to be at whatever part ofof-

the
of-

thethe year.. After a period of time , as economies were createdcreatedwhichwhichwhich-
were

which-
werewere alternatives of the traditional economic system based on rein-

deer
rein-

deer
reinrein-¬-

deer , permanent settlements were built.. Still , the Samis had the opop-

tion
op-

tion
op-op¬-

tion of travelling with the reindeer , orOt, living year-roundyearround- in town .

The education system adapted to bothoth ways of living .

In Alaska , schools were built as permanent structures . They werewere-
small

were-
smallsmall wood-framewoodframe- buildings which diddidnotnot move with the people andand-

with
and-

withwith the seasons . They way in which the Native people lived was a-

bruptly
a-

bruptly
a-

bruptly
a-a-

bruptly changed . Except during the summer months , Native parentsparents-
had

parents-
hadhad to settle in permanent communities if they wanted their child-
ren

child-
ren

childchild-¬-

ren to receive an education . Almost overnight , Natives ceased to bebe-

nomadic
be-

nomadicnomadic peoples for nine months out of the year .

The Native ways of life , usually called the ""subsistencesubsistence lifestyles "
these days , were made very difficult because of the school system .

Entire village sites were abandoned when parents moved their fami-
lies

fami-
lies

famifami-¬-

lies to a community which had a permanent school building . InIn-

spite
In-

spitespite of this hardship , the Native cultures survived , although thethe-

Sami
the-

SamiSami approachapproachmademade it easier for that Native group .

Now , everybody is a lot more sensitive to this situation than thethe-

early
the-

earlyearly educator-agentseducatoragents- were . There is much talk about , and planningplanning-
forfor , ""bilingual-bicultural"bilingualbilingualbicultural- " educationeducation-educationWhat..- What this means is that Na-

tives
Na-

tives
NaNa-¬-

tives have been forced away from their natural cycle of living , andand-

we
and-

wewe have to start more ""bilingual-bicultural"bilingualbilingualbicultural- " education to remind thethe-
children

the-
childrenchildren that they are Native peoples . While we are putting all thisthis-
effort

this-
efforteffort into bilingual-biculturalbilingualbicultural- education , maybe we ought to looklook-
at

look-
atat the Sami experience and thinkthinkaboutabout the options which

.
existed atat-

the
at-

thethe birth of the education system .

Sometimes , we hear educators speaking of how difficult it is toto-

teach
to-

teachteach Native children , or to employ Natives in the school system ,

when the Native people want to take off into the country at timestimes-
of

times-
ofof the year when they really should be learning - or teaching - inin-

school
in-

schoolschool.. In some situations and some villages , where Natives refuserefuse-
to

refuse-
toto give up their way of living to conform to the education system ,

maybe we can look at the alternatives from an entirely differentdifferent-
viewpoint

different-
viewpointviewpoint .

Maybe we can backtrack a bit andandrunrun schools the way they start-
ed

start-
ed

start-
ed

start-start-
ed them out in Sami country . Perhaps we can allow the schoschoolsls , andand-

the
and-

thethe teachers , to move with the people . In the fall , the schools couldcould-
be

could-
bebe out in the country where the people are hunting for caribou oror-

moose
or-

moosemoose , or whatever seasonal activity is important to the Native peo-

ple
peo-

ple
peopeo-¬-

ple of that area . In winter months , schools could be where the peo-

ple
peo-

ple
peopeo-¬-

ple are whaling or fishing or where ever it is natural for the NativesNatives-
toto be at that time .

With this type of approach , we would have to re-orientreorient-- our think-

ing
think-

ing
thinkthink-¬-

ing about the education system . Classes would have to be held inin-

tents
in-

tentstents or other less-than-permanentlessthanpermanent- - structures . Teachers would havehave-

to
have-

toto be willing to endure such ""hardshipshardships" of this way of living . OfOf-

course
Of-

coursecourse , if they were Native teachers , there would be no problem , exex-

cept
ex-

cept
ex-ex¬-

cept we would have to establish a workable system of getting Natives



qualifiedqualifiedandand certified to teach . Communications technology , be-

ing
be-

ing
be-

ing
be-be-

-ing-ing so wonderfully advanced at this time , allows access to qualityquality-
education

quality-
educationeducation programming instantly from any point on this earth , inin-

cluding
in-in¬.-

cluding seasonal Native camps . That may be espensive , but perhapsperhaps-
offer

perhaps-
offeroffer some savings over large school construction projects .

There would be one major casualty under this system . ThereThere-
would

There-
wouldwould be no more ""bilingual-bicultural"bilingualbilingualbicultural- " education . It would bebe-

come
be-be¬.-

come a thing of the past..

There would be no need for bi-anybianybi-anythingbianything- thing education . Cultural pro-
grams

propro-¬.-
grams would no longer compete with basic education . Basic educa-
tion

educa-
tion

educaeduca-¬-

tion would be taught in the schools . As to culture , the childrenchildren-
would

children-
wouldwould be living itit..

Pipe dream , you say? Maybe , but that is for you to decide . YouYou-
control

You-
controlcontrol your own education systems now . What you do with themthem-
is

them-
isis your business . Think of how you would feel if you grew up withwith-
such

with-
suchsuch a system of eeducationu ation . Pretty soon , you could be saying googood-
bye

goodgood--¬.
bye to bi-educationbieducationbi.educationbieducation-. and hello to the country .



Letters
(Continued from Page Two )

the service up to the metermeter-
box

meter-
boxbox on homes receiving scser-

vice
serser-.-

vice , these requests couldcould-
not

could-
notnot be considered unusual oror-

Irregular
or-

irregularirregular Yet , to this day , wewe-

have
we-

havehave not gotten the malerlals-
requested

materialsmalerlalsmaterials-
requestedrequested nor have we gottengotten-
any

gotten-
anyany satisfactory response fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Anchorage offofflcofficesoffices-

Because

Ic.PP-

BecauseBecause we have beenbeen-

unable
been-

unableunable to get the materialsmaterials-
requested

materials-
requestedrequested from the AnchorageAnchorage-
office

Anchorage-
officeoffice , we have been forced toto-

allow
to-

allowallow ""temporarytemporary " service 10-

some
to10to-

somesome of the new homes ThisThis-

temporary
This-

temporarytemporary service Is not up toto-

required
to-

requiredrequired safety standards butbut-

when
but-

whenwhen we wrote to AVEC aboutabout-
these

about-
thesethese problems , their responseresponse-
was

response-
waswas to ask us to disconnectdisconnect-
these

disconnect-
thesethesathese homes rather than pro-

vide
pro-

vide
propro-¬-

vide us with the service wirewire-

and
wire-

andand materials requested .

In January 1980 , the Anch-

orage
AnchAnch-¬.-

orage office sent new formsforms-
for

forms-
forfor connect and terminationtermination-
notices

termination-
noticesnotices to the local plant opera-
tor

opBfa-
tor

operaopBfa-opBfaopera--¬-

tor , along with a letter statingstating-
that

stating-
thatthat ". . ...aa..aa service should nevernever-
be

never-
bebe connected without an Ap-

plication
ApAp-¬.-

plication for Electric Service . "

((CTheTheThe emphasis on ""rr"nevernever " ii-

AVEC's
ISIS-

AVEC's
s

AVEC'sAVECs' , not ours . ) Inm ouou-
opinion

uurourour-
opinion

r
opinion , the fact that an Ap-

plication
Ap-

plication
ApAp- ¬-

plication for Electric ServiceService-
may

Service-
may

e
may not have been submitsubmit-
Is

submlted-
Is

submttedsubmlteded I

Is no excuse forlor the AnchorageAnchorage-
office's

Anchorage-
office's

I

office'soffices' failurelallure to provide uu-

with
usus-

with
s,

with the materialsmatenals we requestrequest-
last

requestedrequested-
last

edI

last spring and have repeatedlyrepeatedly-
requested

repeatedly-
requested

,

requested since We have triedtried-

to
tried-

to
ed I

to help make the AVEC opera-
tion

operaopera- ¬.-

tionlion here in Nulato run smoothsmooth-
and

smoothersmoother-
andand more efficiently but it haha-

been
hashas-

been
si

been extremely discouragin-
and

discouragingdlscouragmgdiscouragindlscouragmg-
and

gI

and frustratingIrustratmg to repeatedlyrepeatedly-
ask

repeatedly-
ask

,

ask forlor service wire and mama-

tenais
¬.

terialstenalstenais forlor the past 10 monthsmonths-
only

months-
only

s;

only to be repeatedly ignoredignored-
Furthermore

ignored-
furthermorefurthermore , 1in DecemberDecember-

of
r

of 11S79199 ,. the NultaoNultto1 CrtyCity CouncilCounci-
ladopted

;
I

adopted a resolution request-
Ing

request-
ing

request-request -.

Ing thatIhat AVEC provide a supplysupply-
of

y,
of01 service wire and relaled-
materials

relatedrelaledrelated-
materials

I

materials to havehalle on hand herehere-

In

here-

In

e!
In NulatdNulatdsoso that unnecessaryunnecessary-
delays

unnecessary-
delays

,

delays can be avoided whenwhen-

persons
when-

persons

,

parsonspersons request services to nene-

homes
newnew-

homes
w.

homes The resolution wawa-

sent
waswas-

sent
ss

sent In to AVEC , yet AVEAVE-

has
AVECAVEC-

has
C

has notRot even acknowledge-
receipt

acknowledgedacknowledgeacknowledged-
receipt

d
receipt of thisresolutionthlsresolutlonthisresolution-

it

;
it is difficult to believebelieve-

that
believe-

thatthat AVEC would be unabl-
to

unableunablunable-
to

e
to provide the materials rr-

s

rere-re-¬

I

I

,

I

,

I

¬.-

i

I

,

¬.
;

;
r

I

-.

y,
I

e!
,
,
.

- - -
quested ,iff they really wantedwanted-
toto ((ThatThat would be like havlhavinghaving-
a

gg-

aa hardware store run out 01-

nails
of01

nails forlor 10 months . ) Our concon-¬.-

;clusioncluslonCiusion Is that the AnchorageAnchorage-
I

Anchorage-
officeoffice Is not really concerned
with our requests In ourour-

I monthly report to AVECAVEG forfor-

JanuaryJanuary 1980 , we stated that II-

I

ifIIit
AVEC continued to Ignore ourour-

requests
our-

requestsrequests ,. we would have toto-

bring
to-

bringbring thistlus matter to the attenatten- ¬-

tiontlon of the Alaska Public UtllI-
I

Util-

ities
UtiliUtllI-UtllIUtili- ¬-

tieshes Commission . We also
stated that we did not wishwish-

to
wish-

toto take such a step and hoped
it would be necessary . However ,,,'smce5I'IIce5IIIcespice AVEC,. has not repliedreplied-

r to our correspondence ,. we aa-

notifying
areare-

I

re
notifying APUC , by copy of thisthis-

letter
this-

letterletter , of our problem .
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I
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