
'AVCP Plans Special5pecia Conventionyention

VlI1ageCouncilVillageCouncilThe AssoAssociationatim of VfflagBVlI1ageVillage
Council Presidents ,. the Both-
elbased

BethBeth-Both-Both-Beth-
elbased

¬-
el-basedelbasedelbasednonprofit--- non-profitnonprofitnonprofitregional--- -''regional-
corporation

-regionalregional'regionalregional-
corporationcorporation representing the
56 villages in the YukonKua-
kokwim

YukonKus-
kokwtm

Yukon/Kus-YukonKusYukonfIusYukon/Kua-Kua(/ .--
kokwtmkokwimkokwtmDeltakokwimDelta-.-DeltaDelta ,. announced-
today

announced-
today

announced
today that a special conven-
tion

convenconven-conven-
tion

-¬-
tion will be held in Alakanak-
on

Alakanak.
on March 25-272527-- .

The purpose of the spe-
cial

spespe--¬-

cialspecialconvention., the largestlargest-
meeting

largest-
meetingmeeting the villages havehave-
ever

have-
everever seen., will bebee.. to.. discuss

.- issues of concern to the vilvil-

lages
vil-

lages
vil-vil¬-

lages and their residents ,. isis-

sues
is-isiss-

ues
-¬-

sues that willwillaffectaffect themthem-
Into

them-
intointo , and beyond., the 1980's1980s' .

One IssueIssua of Immediate-
concern

immediateimmediate-
concernconcern to the AAVCPVCP is thethe-
planned

the-
plannedplanned leasingle8Sfng and drillingdrilling-
ofof offshore lands adjacent toto-

the
to-

thevillageswhosethethe-theeleven'- eleven coastalcoastalvillagesvillages-
whose

villages
whose cultureu1ture and livelihoodlivelihood-
isis attached to the Bering Sea..
Carl Jack.. President of AAVCPVCP .

says that the villages mustmust-
determine

must-
determinedetermine their position onon-

this
on-

thisthis issueJsue and act accordingly .

lackJack further says that-
the

that-
the

that
theexplorationandoutcome ofofoiloil explorationexploration-
andand extraction of oiloil.. if found.,
will have a potentially devdevas-
tating

devasdevas-¬-
tating impact on the lifestyle-
and

lifestyle-
and

lifestyle
and cultureculturs of the majoritymajority-
ofof villages. Jack further states-
that

statesstates-
thatthat this is one issue whichwhich-
cannot

which-
cannotcannot be ignored., Ban-an-andone-
which

nfidd-ododoe-oneTe-

which
e-e-

whichdone-whichdone- must be met firmlyfirmly-
with

firmly-
withwith the protection of the vil-

lages
vil-

lages
vilvil-vil¬-

lages being the primaryprimary-
consideration

primary-
considerationconsideration..

Another issuei8u the CUMID-
tion

convenCUMID-CUMIDconven--conven-
tion

¬

tion will discuss is the ques-
tion

ques-quesques-
tion

ques-¬-
tion of the Yukon/KuBkokwimYukonKuBkokwimYukonlKuskokwimYukon/KuskokwimKuskokwimYukonKuskokwim-
Delta

YukonlKuskokwim-
Delta

/
Delta villages incorporatingincorporating-
aa borough to represent theirtheirC-

DIIIIKn
their-

commoncommonCDIIIIKn interests.. TheTb boroughborough-
isis the only form ofofuregional""regionalregionaluregional"

governmentbytheprovided for byby-

thethe State Constitution..
Attending the conven-

tion
convenconven-conven-

tion
-¬-

tion will be three represen-
tatives

represenrepresen--represen-
tatives

¬-
tatives from eacheacli village andand-
representatives

and-
representativesrepresentatives from ''various-
stat

Various'variousvarious-
statestatstatSstateagencies1nYpIved

''andand federalfederalagenciesagenciesagenciesi-
nvpivedinvolved1nYpIvedinvpived with the developmentdewIopnent!dewIopnent-
of

development-
ofof Alaska'sAlaskas' ContinentalContinentaJ. ShellShelfShelL-
Attorney

..
Attorney General Avrum-
Gross

AvrumAvrum-
GrossGross will also address thethe-

convention
the-

conventionconvention on the issue ofof-

Native
of-

NativeNativehuntingandsubsistence huntinghunting-
andand its apparent conflict withwith-
the

with-
thethe State Constitution ..

FederalFederalagencieSagencies With-

control
with-

control
with

control over buntinghunting andand-
fIShing

and-
fishingfishing have also been askedasked-
to

asked-
toto clariclarify

"
thethe-thefederalI!Iederal- .-./.federalfederal/ederalederal-federal gov-

ernm
gov-

ernments
govgov-¬-

ernmernmentsntS responsibilities toto-

the
to-

thethe Alaska Native , as thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Native ClaimsCalms Settle-
mont

Settle-SettleSettle!'"-_r'
montmentmeat Act has purported to-
have

toto-
havehave ""ExtinguishedExtinguished " thethe-
aboriginal

the-
aboriginalaboriginal rights of the AlaskaAlaska-
Native

Alaska-
NativeNative .

Carl JacklackJacksayslacksayssays that thisthis-
is

this-
isismeetingInthe most important meeting
in recent memory as it willwilldeterminedetermine the course thethe-
YukonKuskokwim

the-
YukonlKuskokwimYukon/KuskokwimYukonKuskokwimYukonlKuskokwim/ Delta vilvil-vil¬-
lagesvillageswill take well into thethe-

21st
the-

Z1Z121sttccenturyntury ..


