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mm kennedy wentwentbntonto0
sayimwbmw ehstthsttk& anaa ealdesldeskimoma aldgldA from
waflawri&twikwrig1t onorr the arctic
coast told thearthem about her
difficultiesiculties inim learnfitgtaleammaleammg ta
readmg fiomaiom the dick aadand jane
Sseriesenes17 which aberarer still used
today

she saiasmdrsai& thatflut for the
longest time shesha could notnoi
say oak tree hill because
inid Wainriwamwnghtwainriklitklit therethem aream nofiafi&
amestreeatmes or6rhil1sbddhills and shehe had nond
ii&awhatfdfia what u47the book washwas eveneven
talkingM 66about66utut rosaire
keenedyeeaemedykeanedy wrote

this exlgu managed to
survive in the educational
system andandl has graduated
filomfiaomfin6m thath& universitythetlniversity of alaska
butwt sheshim is exceptional

what64vhat of the others whoha
Ware so confused andaid over 1

whelkedwhelmedw1gimed by the foreign
usagesfinies inim their books carscaps
mailmen even streets buljbkljaadasd r

aafewalksawbwaly teti the english
lingualelaigu&elinguageLin guage remains completely
fbc&fgnscegmscego totc them

to make- m comparison
oae could pkcobreanrecoxretnre children
fmm the first grade ot0 a new
york school leaningleammglemning to
readmad fromfin books that spoke
of0 turnr vad putuautu watching
their father hitch his dogs
beforeberere setting out to hunt
cachoucashoucamiboml

mrs FAmkennedynetry argued that
tillsthis type of corniculumcoriculumcmiculumcoriculum notriot
only impedes the libleammaleammgarnorarnmr
broceusgrocesffbrocessgrocesff buttbutl impressed citon the
cnittfeenchirdmy that they were
inferior iotherimthertet the whiteshite raceraw
nicteeedivicbmecl imthehiin their hooks

manyRI any BEAMA tendiesteaeaerstendiem aream
yearnsgame to seassacce this myth
emer ovaecffxeverffy cror aunlysunlyisubtly by
tfkdtfetc methedsoedealinrmethods of deannedeann& with
the sft4sfeodente asalas6l the comm-
unity at large

tarst&rstkrs it waawasi possible for
anam inteintelligehcintemamilMamIL mma member
ofor tha mooreakoorvifcmoorva VMINP
eaescsi bofferbokferhor&r QCof a master
aminmiirangamoairangagwmMoa ticket whoao
seevellsflevedswevell ihiw dktfteefte intelligence
dtvisicndlidsion ocof beaffnydwavaybeAffny to tell
ums infil allaff sccrityscsw crity that hebe
kneviifbewknevw eskubqfi werenotwerenotnot as
sibaksibvk asaw whiteawmiteawkibaa abaasdab& revernever
caadcoridbecaa&corid BWbe

aid betbe wasw not alobe jam
stillaklukl tltjmimrftnfta timauqfi afteraimezaitez
kuaetuae pewebyteeyte actually
amefogizea7 ca to va09 forfim bawiebr&tbrat
tb live annec them alaiaadaod ES

fljglt totd ifcemselvea as
wn01jrhabhhb es&iaear or dirty

hflboswtialow
TOsthis isHT bhaewhaewaw6 the biaBLA

system offcc edkcadoaeawatiow has
dtiac t- oteto- se people of
bbebvikmosvi4 baitedfaitedfAi ted therltkerlwm ido
sribvihgwmwing that they are
aefiondclasssawn& clasaclasw ckislsi6mum
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ho have been with ihthe6
BIA inm rural alaska for five
or teatm years and had HOmo
more insight Minto66 the people
thanakiinakian the averageeverakdeveraid man in new
york mrs kennedy POpointedinainw d
outoul

theyibby viviewedevidi eskimos
merely SBas welfare rexapientsreripieiits
who weiewere either too166 stupid or
lazyjazy to learn I1 feel thaithat
thithis6 lack of contact6otitaci and
understanding on thehe apajpapart of
the teacher isiw veryverv
significant

iti wouldwoul& seem almost41moit
impossible for a whitehite middlesiddie
class citizen totd teach members
ofor such a vvastlyastl differer exitcut
culture eeffectivelyffectivy0 without
extensive trainingtrainin9 andvid con-
stantstant dialogue with thethem

peoplep of ahejhethe particular
comminicommunicommunityty hebe serves

aside fromfr6mfram thisthi s the
sesegregationgregation helps to perpetperpegerpet
uateaate the Wwhitehite superiorityisuperibifity
myth and if a man hascohas3ohas lostst
his pride whatmotivationwhatiliatmidtivationmotivation isIS
there for I1learningeam in797

inid her lenlengthyatkgtk testimonial
to senator kennedy mrs
kennedy suggested the
following

that textbooks adapted to
the rural alaskan child be
introduced the introduction
of courses in eskimo or
indian history relating past
cultural values to the
piepresentpiesentniesentsent

that prominent native
alaskan leaders and topics
suchsuch as the formation of
native assoahitionsassoaintions and the
land claims be included in
current affafriidiscussionstaffairs discussions

thatahthatatabatibat at least a month lo10longng
Orientaorientationtioli course be held
for ALL new teachers not
Jjustust onefourthone fourth of them

that involvement by
teachers in the commcommunityuniV
life be activelyencouraactively encouraged
ifanifvnifaif1 notot madeniad6niada mandatoryrmixidatorymandator yr

that the present system of
sending students to segregat-
ed high schools thousands
of miles fromftomatom home beblendedbeendedended

that the BIA launch
recruitment campaign for
qualified and properly moti-
vated teabteachershers on a wide
scalesdale

mrsamrsr t kennedy said that
the biawBIAbeaw wasab8b makmakinging changes
lor improvemdntimprovement but stosin
thought the process of these
changes might be too slow
she alsoidso commended the
agency for sponsoring the
teacheraideteacherteache raideadde4dde program where
local people are trained to
assistingassistinassiassiststinin the village acschoolsbools

411fl do not claim to be an
exeaqxsrtpert onan native affairs or
education but it is a mmatterawer
of conscience that I1 write
this letter to you mrs
kennedy told senator
kennedyKennedyi

she told the senator that
he had recently visited
some indian reservations in
the 101.0lower aaa&48

jlqf there is18 any
that you could iimake suchmich
visit to amalaska 1 would
urgeurn you to do sotso lip9 she
saidsad

Sshehe said that aside from
educational problems them
were mou needs that relaremain
to be met that if a mmman rfof
hishlis stature scoldcould4cold iem
nrsthadfirst hand about fee pfobloaaptowempfobloaa
cedand lendlead sueftmwakawak to a de-
velopment
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