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.ByHOWARDROCK
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!" .ByHOWARDROCKByHOWARDROCK. By HOWARD ROCK
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:
°
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_ .
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> 1 , ,' "TimesTimesMTim
,

es"EdiEdiEditdFEditortor ," , Xf'-

I"I
I- I' "

s ' '
"II?"'II'I.., wish ' that rain would stop/stopstop-

said
stop$to ,:'?, /'/

'

saidsd PunnikPunniJc;,; dejectedlydejectedly-
"And

;;. ,

'. ' "

,

!,
/- "And"- AndA- nd/,jr","AndyotAndyot"And ,

you"1you1you"Isay'thatafteryouIsaythatafteryouIsay'thatafteryo-
umadit

say,1say1
'
,
' thatl'aftieryouthatlaftieryouthat l)' "

ft'erfter' *, you '>\

(,
mademaditd ,' it/rainitrainit i/; rainln?"; , Puneakne i' said , witlwithwwith-
disgust

h.
djsgustdisgust . I'> ' &j-\&jj&j4ftJ'1i'f4Iiff4Iif'f4Iif1&!' $q.iqi:

,
'

-}..$, :,;\.' ;:{.; \$/11":/t<"+ *:,4ft/J'1i4ftJ'1iJ1iY!;f\ff-
"You

\;/. ' " '',
"

,"YouYou"YonYon" werewerwer'Jfirsi'sowere'firstwerefirst'Jfirsi'soJfirsiso'firstfirst' "

'soso'

so 'you'ryouryou'reyoure'you'reyoure' 'thethe')", thethe-
cause

he,1he1he,1-

cause
',

causecause of it . YouYYou-You;-'YouP-
uneak

uu1-

IuPuneak
![" v\> :, ,

'"* >' ,

"

.

,webotlimadeIt\ i'v'TuneakivTuneak\1IuPuneak1IuPuneak'_"' Puneak,, I1 think we.bothwebothwebotli-madewebotlimadee.,botJmadebotJmadeIbotJmade-
it

{-

made
,

tI

it rain'rain' ,."" said Punik
.
with aa-"suddena-suddena"sudden-

smile
sudden '

smilee.
'

"

'
f,,r.+ >

'

.
, II< \.. , f'itit'it'n'

, 'n\'nn'nI'
,\ rvI\\II-e

"II\iy,

\

fj(nappedhis. He1ee turned
"

swiftlysWftly} ,
,,

; andandlvand lv
wrappednapped1 J'J-

hiS

J] '

his rightright'armrightarm, ,

' armarmaround/aroundaround/, i, ; aroaroundnd 1;Puneak'sPuneaksiPuneak'siPuneaksiPuneak'-
sneck

' lt11'n-

ecki

11
'-

neck
n-

eck'-

necki
n-

ecki'-

necki'an'neck ,; Jan'anan'and's'wrestled'r'himandswrestledrhim'and's'wrestled'r'himg-
oodnaturedly1

' ddwrestledd1"wrest1edJd1wrest1edJ]
'

'"-wrestledwrestled-' jv'himjvhim' .' him 1,
goodriaturedly.xgoodriaturedlyxgoodJaturedlygoodnaturedly1goodJaturedly\aturedlyaturedlyIIJ.: ;\:;: ,., , $a , ;

;
. IIJ&s:. , -'*' ' >, .trtri., I

,

,. .
Even

'
then'then'thent'each'ofthethenteachofthe'' ; (;

'
each"ofjeachofjeach"ofjtheea li "','of \,

'
the .

.': boys-
secretly

,boys
},

:
,

secretlysecr tly ",thought '\; whatwhafwhaf'each'hlidwhafeachhlid'
!; eachleach'teacht' did-

must
did i;

mustmustImusthaveI"'havehave'
, had la

'

, a ,','doubledouble'dou ble
,
effect'1effect1effecteffect'Jeffect-

because
4'JJ'-

Jbecause

lJ'
+

a

because
.

thet ' downpourownpour ofofrainf rain waswas-
intense

'"

-.,
ii-

intense.tintenseintense.tintenset:.', . .,

a .oIoI'.I "' -{r:' 'tt' ,

'""
'VV
')'

,
:,AA-

Friends
'I'jiIji' . ,

,*'
.'

I'

,
'InsepInsep:'; II-

a

I-

I

,

Inseparablerisepa'rableriseparablef'

ble
, ,

FriendsFriendsFriends :i</.>',vr" p " - " \ J '" ''II' ' -

inseparablefriendsTheThe twotwo boysboyswerewerewere inseparablel1lSqinseparable> arablearable-
fHends

_ ,
friendsfHends . ,TheylihadknownTheY'lhadTheYlhadThey ' i had ;,knownfknownf

| :' oneoIoIeoneone-

another
e,

Jr.F

";'
another/anotheranotherever1another/>; ever1everever'sinceeversinceever'since-

e
ever'sincethey'

'-

sin
s-

in' sincee
' theytiley"' could'could'coul-

dremen

'
C
'

rememberremen bei':'llll' !. PunnikPu miknnik .,
:; 1!"1was"waswaswas ., theth '

younger,

"of the'twolHethetwolHethethetwo-twotwo'"-,two :. : HeHewas
'

; waswaswastententen-
years

,

years old and PuneakPuneak'waSPuneakwaSPuneak'waSeleven' was eleven .,:
Their ' friendshipfneridship had comecome-

'about
come-

'aboutabout'about' quite naturally becausebecause-
their

because-
theirtheir1gfriendslifelongfriends'' parents had been lifelongUfel 1g

'
friends . TulugakThlugak ' and ' his "' ' wife'wife ,;
lone, 'werewere' re Punnik'sPunniks' parentspa- 'rentspa- rentsparents' and

.,

Kunalook and NiquwannaNiquwannaverewere\vereverevere-
Puneak's

were-

Puneak's \Puneak'sPuneaks' . TheirTheir
'

fathers had builtbuilt-
tleir

built-
their

.,

._.theirtheirtl\eirtleirandeach\ sod-igloossodigloossocf.igtoossocfigtoos.-- ,side
.

' byby/bybyside
/,
side andandand-

eacheacheach boy felt atat homeh.omeNome ini1 ei.theieitheiei.thereitherei.ther-
hoUse

either-
house

.
house , _ _ .

'

Fair.Fair'.F31f
.' DayDay-

The

DaDay'-

The
YY-

dayThe'The' day , beforebefbeforebefore'ther the'the'
.rainrain., rain:, hadhad-

.been
had'-

beerybeen.been'beerybeery.' fair with partly cloudyloudy skies .

The , windWind blewb ew mdderaielymoderatelyni d rately'fromratelyfromrately'from-

th
"'fromfrom-

the'easttheththe'easttheeast'eastilteastilt'east::: * It was the latterl tter part'ofpartofpart-ofpartofpartoofpartof-
August

'-
AugistAugusttang'ofthecoropartoofAugust'' and the air had a tangtang'oftangof'

ofof-

the

,

thethecorocomingngfall
,

fall . , ,

Under ',""' this atmosphere , thethe-

huge
the-

hugehuge , village of Ipiutak laylay-
sprawled

lay-
sprawled

.

sprawled by the south '

.
beach of'of'of-

the
'of-

thethe , TasiqpukTasigpukT
,
qpuk (Big ' Lagoon'Lagoon' )

stretchingsoutheaststretching southeast forforsomesome fourfour-

milesmiles ,. 2,00020002, O people lived pterethere . JJ-

TheThe year waswas about 2,0002000, yearsyears-

ago
years-

ago
- ,

ago .
The boys had been playingplayingIplaying-

around
playing-

around

I
'

around the little lagoon just westwest-

of
west-

ofof the big one . ftItt wasWaswaswasclose
' close to theirtheir-

houses
their-

houseshouses .,., Here theythe learned to skip ,

j

!uld:11dorocksks .onon.onon. thee waterwwatere aridd theytheycould' couldc uld:11uld11', :
,,

dodo this sportsp-ortsport- moremore superbly'superbly' thanthanrtha-
nnjst

6r,

!

>')

.,.mostmostJDOst.'njst boysb
.

Y $ theiragetheiagtheir{ andnd older ;;'
' "ll,1r1r," $;

"

1

.',.#r
;"l'TlT",

yjTheRa" ,nlnlhe
'
,The,he RRacece ''

J- '3, )'itit
"'

;' ( ;IJ
'll'tt' '

\ ,.'. ,11,-
1The

,

TheyThe climbedclimbed up thetb'etbeththe'bank'e- 'banke- bank' bankb3k andandandofof,', ,

<

II-

walkwalk hard
(,

;'
, , vf1." { .i'jil.ijilijil.' '

;' !
,'nn'nj'-

n"Puneak

',

i/i'/walkedd on groundgroond : <\,,; , < \ , [ j

"Puneak/"PuneakPuneak"Puneaksee""PuneakPuneak;/,'' see'seesee'
see

'

that highlgttmoundmoundmound1mound1-
aver

$.; 1s:
"

!

overC1Vaveraverthere
'

!: theretheie ? ';
;
tPunnik
'
PunnikPu pointedpointedJt: d.,'',

,
"I'llIll"I'll-

race
'"'fillfill' li' ";' .11.

.

, racercrace,4first.

'-

Y
Y'-

you4to
y-

ou4to
'ywrtoU"tJIeewhofUtJIeewhof;" t

"seepseep)""see , ); who/whowhogetswho / getsgegetstosto, to1
,

'
itiH'

'rtrt$' ;'/,44
,'

first ,:'"r, !:. ,
. - , ! f '4fl'

'$'*' '*"\(
* 'll'l-1

*''LL' ,
<'( ,

.''

\-11-".\ ' !.'tt' . f.hfh. ' " " "', : :' 1\1\111',( ' ;' 11": t'ftf',:( rJt1 'rr'-n-rtnrt'!

.

' . '

t\ttt\ tIN' ". ;. .!'II-

"That's
/ II

,
' "That'sThats'That's"' ' *"

, tootoo ' shortVashortl'ashortlashor ' a distance'distance' 'distancedistance"'

;:.

Let'sLetst'sts' '

racejrace(race
' aroundaroo

. d theth little',
littleUttl lagoonl goon '"

"insteadinstead-instead...""- ',
, . , ,"

.
, ,

.' ., ,". .
V:. '

,/ Y/"- : "

instead"I ' "

r: ' "II"'" I ,. didn'tdidnt' , meanmean '' thatthat ; kindkind"ofkindofnd "'-

of
o-f' of aa ;;

raceraraceel! !"' Punnik said impatientlylimpatientlyfIimpatiently"IimpatientlyIimpatiently"I-
mean

:'.,>,,'",'II' ,

' meanmemmean let'sletsJe't'sJetsJe't'srolllet'sroll' ' roll on
'
the 'groundground' toto itit-

and
itit-

andIthinkIcanbeatyou't ':

and I fhinlt I hhatbeatvn5.' -55!,' .!<,
. , .', andandIthinkIcanbeatyou'tandIthinkIcanbeatyoutI think I rancan at vnyw' ; -.;":

> '
,' , "k

iI;,'! '

;
.
"Yo'u're.tOoYoure.tOoYouretOo"You'ie.tooYouie.tooYouietoo"You'reYoure'' '.tootoo.. littlelittleto'bea't.melittletobeat.melittletobeatme, to'bea't'meitobeatmeitotott' oo'afmeooafme' '

.
;, ,

,1:11111Jli:;, Tittlet tie ;:' Iboi!

,boyo::_; '
,
' "WW'"

' Pdneakneak fa1:919, : saidsaid-
mockingly

'

mockinglyni ckinglyckingly'en, 'eveneven'' even:1thdugheven1thdugh\'en'enen\' ;:
':

,
thdughthdugb thethe-

I

the-
youngeryounger,
, youngeryoung r boy 2was-2was2wasonly?!

<

:,war-; onlyy
,

;
, an inch1chinch-

shorter ! ;

shorter-shorter,-

, orterthanhthan hehewas.was1was1.,was !. ?"' ' '4; : , vfeiV, J, illp) ({

JI1fryry-

a

' T
a,
:
°

.iytAl}' .tt.tAl? AUrightr) . .
:.rightright'righta'right' ;;

, yoiyouyori(II"fatIIfatII"fatalVlq<
"' fat ;,

\-
alVlq

a-
lVlq\,"
aiviqalVlq-

J

aiviq-
walrus

a,

(walruswalrus ) !! Come on letlet'slets's gogo !."'" ,
:

, ;
, k

;;:,, ',
,They ,

:'-aligned
a-

ligned'aligned :
, themselves'themselves,'

'
:
'

f1

f1vverticallyvverticallyrtically iniIin relationel tion to the moundmound-
was'WhichWhich' whichwas" was

'-

about
a-

bout' aboutabout'aabouta
'-

a
a'-

a
a' ' hundred feetfeet-

Punnik

'

'awayaway':' away .
*' 'PunnikPunnikPuru

,'

ik
'-

made
m-

ade' nademade 'aa'a false startstart-

'You
staitstartstait-

Y
.:
' ,'

"}tI\: \YY\' -- 'You'- YouY- ou-'., ;'' Youii *""
,dumb ' Yriachiqjnachiqt:

] nachiqlachiqlseaJ)t ,:' (seal)) ,_
'

you're-you'reyoureyou'realreadyyou're'alieadyyourealieadyyou'realradyyourealradyyou'realradyltrying'to' -,:
'already ltrying'toltryingto;'tryingtrying'

' to cheatheat ! "
t\ PuneakPaheak reprimandedreprimanded'AreprimandedA. :,': ' '

).cheat.4Youjerked.'
" 'I'mIm"I'm
reprimanded'A"I'm"'i''uriiuii:; Dot'trYingDottrYingnot ,

;' tryujruig-ujruigujruigu
' ing -, tou i-iitiiitiiit-

'jerked
cheatcheat.4Youcheat4You-

"

.,. Y uu-
I

u-

jerked'jerkedjerked andandmademade-made- memestmestrtstartstartrt..'',i.
'

cac-

a"You

(

fll
;,i

>

"YouYou"yoyo" jedcedjeitcedjertced and made ,.
meme startstart-

you
'

--youyou--- YOuyou
,

jerked'jerked'
andandmadandmademademadmademe

,
me start I!" :'

'

Puneak 'mocked-'mockedmocked'mocked"Now' ..'
,

-. "NowNow" let'slets' *('
,
getget-

ready
.' '

ready r;. let'slets' go !"" h

'TheyThey'" ' beganbeJlnbegin! to rollroll towards thethe-
rnou'nd

the-

mound
' '

moundrnou'ndrnound asas fast asas- 'tbas- tbtheytheyy couldul :! TheyThey-

had
They-

had.hadhad., toto'checktocheck'
check everyevefy

,
few momentsmoments-

toto seesee if they
'

wereWere ' goingggoingining iniri the-
right

,theee-

rightright direction .

DizzyDDizzyy ContestContest-

"I'm

Contest-

"I'm
,

"I'mIm'I'm"''' gettingetti1getti1g dizzy but I'mIm': goinggoing-

to
going-

toto , beat you , PuneakPlineakPtineak ," Punnik'Punnik'Punnik-
laughed

'

.-

laughed
l-

aughedJaughedlaughed.. .
' "I'mIm'I'm"''' , getting

,
dizzy tootoo butbut-

you're
but-

you'reyou'reyoure' nottrot going to beat me ;."
"I'mIm"'' ahead ofyouPurieakofyouPurieakofyouPuneak, !"
As .tiieytiiey

.,
"

'theyrolledtheyrolled' .tiieyDrolledi lrd.1lrd1'
Drolled,,, . d, thecworjd'the-world'thetheworld',-'thethe'theworlda-

round
' ::wor1dwor1d-

aroundaround them"them
""
them't 'ttbegan'tbeganI'

, ,*, to ., undulateundulate-
Yiolently

undulate-
violentlyviolentlyYiolently ,1,'' WhenWhen it seemedSe md to sway '

toward themtheml,,;' !' theytheycould-couldcould- hardlyhardly-
roll

hardly-
rollrollvrollvagainstroll "' againstagaiitst ; ititrWheI!:*''" ,

When1W6!&1 it'swayeditswayedit"it'swayed-
away

!' swayedswayed-

awayawayraway:., , theyj'rolledtheyjrolledthey'rolledtheyrolledthey ,
; .
'[o ed

traster'i'WhrasteriWh.:' faster.iWhenfasteriWhenfaster . '.; :, WhenWhen-

they
,'

they reached the mound finally ,, itit-

Was
it-

wasWaswas Punnik who hadh d gotten theretheref-

1l'St
there-

first.firstfirstf1l'Stf1lSt,' .

LaughingLau ghing triumphantly , thethe-

younger
the-

younger9youngeryounger9*\,. boyJbOYiboy-boybOYi'shoutedboy'shouted;-

',, shouted'shouted' ,.; ' "SeeSee"See-

Puneakl
"See-

Puneak
""

PuneakPuneakl;,,* I toldtoldyou'l'dtoldyouldyou'I'dId' beat you !"
"It'sIts" ' not fair. You; got your ffet1tfett-

an&1ed
1tt-

angled
'*;,t

tangedtan&1edtan1edtangled& upinup ,. in mymy face ah'ttleahttlealittle' waysways-

b
ways-

olderbackb ck !'
."
', theth older boybot} complainedomplained ,

"II" did notnotnot-

"You
.,.""

"YouYou" did too and I'mIm'' goinggomg toto-

knock
to-

knockknock you downdownJ"!" PuneakPuneak-
threatened

Puneak-
threatenedthreatened.. '

.
;

' ,1"11111,1"11n," ' \ , ! -nn-,nA;
A '

HeH ' struggleds g d targetto'
,

'-

get
g-

et'get upp ..' SeeingsSeeingiDg .,

him ..Punnik'Punnik' also triedrAstried'AStriedAStried"AitriedAi:'." soonsoon asas-asIas-

the
- ',

I'

the youngeryOunger boyboygot,:
, got ohon his feet ,

he staggered backwardsckwardSb and fell to ;,
",

<,

ithethe/rtherthe /;;
:,groundgroundPuneak: .. >' .PuneakPuneak., .Puneak"shot

'
-"-

shot

"s-

hot

s-

hot

-,

.,
,"'shshott 'ipas'tipast'|

'-

pas't
p-

ast'
past,5ipast5i''

,''{
;|1r,

staggered ioto his rirightht and tumbledtumbled-
head

y

head over heels ', over the low bankbank-

of
bank-

ofof,. theUte JagoonJagQonlagoon hollering asisas he fellfeIlfeI-

lIPuIU
.

/- IPuIUI- PuIU'LPunriikLPunriik:
'
) , PunnPunnrolledrjk' rolledtolledrolledr,. overover on

,
his bellyb Uy ,

nrtIXIX< ,.; . ,\ :
, , 'JJ-'

'
!( "

\ '\ ', ' ,Jt;(;,.'ww' "

S , , "
, ; 'tt' ,.ff. "

and'and'andand' ;: crawledrawJed "toto"''to'thetothe' to'the.edgeloftothe.edgeloftotheedgelof'' the"edgetheedge
I

." edge ,'- ofthe
o- fthe'-

ofthe"baokHe
' of

,:thtthe
"baokHebaokHe," bahkbatik

,
.,

,
HeHebroke'

,
brokeroke intoiinto-aintoat

.-
a
"

paroxysmparox.ysmparoxysmparoxysm-

'of
.

"ofof'of"ofaughterofj1aughter"' , aughterlaughter"
11s'>ass ' he ,,;,'sawsaw'saw , his ' friendfriend-

t'sp:t1t'sptsp(' sosprreadeareadesOedonthe1sand'facereadesOedonthe1sandfacereadesOedonthe1sand'faced-
own.Puneak'I

adeagtedadeagtedoned };
'\onon\, on :;: :

, thetheandfacj:;(( sand$ i,;

}' face

id,,dowh.PuneakdowhPuneakdown.Puneak'Idown.PuneakIdownPuneakIdown.Puneak'IraisedWI.runeakIruneak,
. !'I raisedrised

.
,
';
, Nshis ft;

'"J) headhadh ad
, slowly ,,,; furiouslyfu ousty spittingsandspittingspit ting sandsandoubutrotrot-
'jofhis

t
'j\ofhis'jjofhis' 11

1
\' of his mouth.1mouth1mouth.}. Hearing his friendfdend'sfdendsfriend'sfriendsfdend's-

I

friend's'-
ilaughter

'ii'
I'laughter'ilaughterilaughter( ,:;' thethfthfolderthe'olderboytheolderboy.,

' ' older-olderolderboy-,,boy shouted ,

4"Wait4Wait"WaittiUWaittiUt"WaittU1tWaittU1"" till thisthithis"dizzincssthisdizzincss"
dizzinesslizzi fss.: stops :.:' I'mImI'm-

to
I'm-

going
'

' going ', toto ' stuffstuffStuff your
,

head in thethe'-

i'ii',tsandndsand,
,s !"" ' . ,'

, "YouYou"',You
.

know you cancan'tcant' tcatch'rnetcatchrnecatch '' me ,

you/fatyoufatyou//; fat "' aiviq ."'.'needledPurinikneedledPurinik''-needledPunnik
n-

eedledPunnik'- neeclled
n-

eeclled' '
,
Punnik .

1''He'flwas"confidentHeflwasconfidentHeHewas' twas{ "" confident because hehe-

could
he-

could
he-

could, could runron 'aa'a little faster thantJian ' thethe-

i
the'-

I'II', i, olderCboy.1olderCboy1oldenboy01 derderboy\boyboy\:
'-

to.f1ee
t-

o.f1ee
t-

of1ee
' tf..t},; HeHe'rHerHe'rstood

'
" stood "upupup'gettingupgetting": ' '-

getting
g-

etting
'

gettinggetting-
ready/readyready'readY/up'gettingready' .'

,' to.. flee if his
' friendfri nd startedstarted-

chasing
started-

chasing
started-

chasingchasing
,
Jhim.VJhimV.himhim.,him

':.':,' His'dizzinesswasHisdizzinesswasHis/dizzinessHisdizzinessHis/;|' 'dizziness"wasdizzinesswas' ""
,
WasWas-

1t1t!?1almost"f1almostf'almostlmost ". 1gone1gone' gone "a'sas'"{ 'asas' as
'

hish S friendfriend-
scrambled

friendfriend-
scrambled

friend-

scrambled
'

scrambledscrambledscrambledupup the bankbak .,
r,4I'Waitr4IWait/.<fi,
., ', ':. ' 'WaitWait' till I1 catch youyou-youyouyou'-- you !! "
PuheakPu'neakPuneakNheak' nanamanacedJ

,
eed.'>,_,'manna \

1- ,11-1,IhePuisuit' PuliJitPuliJit-
11ie

.

. :,The\11ie11ie\,'bepursuitbegan'fbepursuitbeganf,,1111,:
,; pursuit ,,'.,;, began'tbegantbeJln'lbeJlnl! ' along thethe-

'bankmth
the-

bankwith'bankmthbankmth'
bankbankwith

'-

with
w-

ith'
;
, taunting remarks from

,

'thethe'UteUte,'' ' 'youngeryounger' younger boy . AsAshe' , he ranran ,
Punnik'PUnnik'PtinnikPtinnik' "' began tot laugh .. TheThe-

mental
The-

mental.mentalmental., picture of PuheakPuneakPunea-
kfall

Puneak-
ffallingfallf a 11 i ngng wildly'wildly' and his furiousfurious-

spitting
furious-

spittingspitting.. ofofthethe'the-the'- , sand out'out,' of hishis-

plouth
his-

mouthplouthmouthmouth persisted in his 'mindmind"mind'" .

The youngsteryoun ter was laughing soso-

hard
so-

hardhard his running speed waswas-
effected

was-
effectedeffected.. His pursuerpursuerrsuer gainedgainedoninedinedononon-

him
on-

himhim andandcaughtcaught up .. PuneakPuneak8-

f41bbed
Puneak-

grabbed
.

grabbed8f41bbed himhim'byhimby' by his shoulders and ,

they fell heavily on a grassygrass-
y'mour

grassy-

mound'mourmour' moundd.. Both gruntedn ed with thethe-

impact
the-

impactimpact but they werewerewerenotnot hurt .

"DidDid" youyou'sa-
y

yousa-
y' saysay I wouldn'twouldnt'wouldn't.wouldn't.wouldntwouldnt

'. ' catchcatch-
ypu

catch-
youyouypu --., youy'ouyou' -. qupilpiqqupilgqupilguqq (worm-

1

worrriworm )?? '""
Puneak said i: tauntingly as , hehe-

krieaded
he-

kneadedkneadedkrieaded , Punnik'sPunniksPunPunnik'sPunniks
, k'sks. ' \ ,. face ' in

'
thethe'etheethe'e-

grass

'"

' '
. 't.1t.1t1""' -. ., , r,r-

"Stop
grass-grassgrass >,.),"
grass"Stop"StopStop"Siop'thSiopth" ' thatt , you ,. fat aiyiqaiViq ! YouYo '

wouldn't1wouldnt1wouldn'tlwouldntlwouldn'twouldnt' r have ;,, caught 'meme'-

me
m-e'me if I11-

hadn't
I-

hadn'thadn'thadnt' ;, beenbenben-enenlaughing
-

laughing
. .

,," PunnikPuxmikPuxmik-
panted

Punnik-

"I'd
panted ,. ' ,$.

"

"I'dId"'' have caught you anyway, ifif-

it
if-

itit tookto k me theth restres ofo( the day ."" -

The olderaIder.boyaIderboyolderboy.boyboy., stopped kneading '

his friend'sfriendsfriend'sfacerfriendsfacerfriend'sfacerand' face,
,

,
, and they becameamebeeamebe '

,j i

; quietqui t forforaa moment ;.: Punnik brokebroke-
thethethe'silencethesilence'

silencesilence"PuneaksilencePuneak..' "PuneakPuneak""Punea ; diddidyou'getdidyougetyouyouget' get aa-

big
a-

bigbig mouthfulmo thful of sandsandwhensand-whensandwhen., -whenwhen- youyou-
feIl'l

you-
fell"Tfellrfell"TfellTfeIl'lfeIll?'!"!t .

"WellWell" ;, 1I! was too dizzy and busybus-
yandl

busy-

andandland ;' IIhadmy; had 'mymy'my ;,, , mouth open. TheThe-
beach

The-

beach'camebeach'camebeachcamebeach'cameup'realbeachbeachcame' camecan upup'realupreal' real fast beforeb
.

fore I11-

could
I-

couldclosecouldcouldclosecoul d closels myniymy mouthnooth ..'""!
,! PunnikPunniklsnickered;

:
'
.snickeredsnickered.,

'"'andand':'- and
a-

nd'
and thenthen-

brokeintoastreamoflaught
then-

broke
t-

then
brokeintoastreamoflaughtbrokeintoastreamoflaughtrbroke intointoaa stream of laughterlaughter-

i

r. "" , 'II,' ,
,

fJ'StopfJStopStop,;'.-'-ii) '"StopStop" that ,,' ' you qupilguql-Yciu4qupilguqlYciu4qupiJguql.YqupiJguqlYqupilguq !.YouYou-..Yo-
uwouldn't

ou
wouldn'twouldnt' thinkthiDk it was so funny ifIt. '

;
,

it ,
: hadihad1had1ooerhadss; beenooer :, '

youyyouU'BesidesUBesides!:
, ,.>', BesidesBesidess,

,
' youYyouu "';,,11,-

1pirobablypipirobablybb!:,
y\yyould\; wouldould havhavetcried

,

e . StopStop'SiStopSi;
' ,

" . ' iii " , It > ° ., ., t-t,, - .it"4it4itrffsrt
, i\ii"Ii\ ' "II" ' h' ' ' " 'iftiftrf'rrfr'{ ' e- r

'
, "ti' ) rf'LrfL, " "'i ,' i ' " ,

j\\jji\\ i . , tjj; :. ,
"

1 \?
>rr"I"II"I \\''\'would'wouldwouldI'wouldwouldn'twouldnt'wouldn'twouldnti'did' 'havehave'; havehavecuedave criedcued

'

eitherither.+
,
'

r'mrmPmaoo' 'too;:too
";.bigbig. big

.

:' to'crytocryto ''( crYcry'youknowcryyouknow,"':,'YoYo'' you
"'
'

;: know
'ffiffi' ,}',;,* '

",'ihih' '" *
: . ,:;f' ., " '1 A '

,N"lNl" " . :11\:1111:11Jji: \ , Jji:': ){ '

,'II' ' ,

"

; ,; ;
,; , ,

"
., '.f\1\\.f1.ff1..f1v.f101,

\ ! , ' \: , , ;,:\" v,'
' \0101\'lhat1hatlPunnik'thatPunnikthatPunnik' ! "

, Punnik retortedretorteretorted.:'
1. 1\11"You

,',\ "YouYou" would have too1too.1too.ttoot. *. '""
" ' "!" ' ."IIffI wouldn'twouldntwouldn't.jwouldnt.jwouldntj,. ;

t'"WithWith": With 'thatthat':;
'-

exchange
e-

xchange'" '-

exchange
e-

xchange' exchange , the ' boysboys-

beganto'tussle'Theybeganbfgnbfgboysbfgbeganto'tussle'TheybegantotussleTheyn "toto'to"'
,

"

'tt'tusslesste'TheyssteThey'..
.,
'TheyThey' soonsoon-tiredsoontiredsoontired-

of
'-

gras
g-

ras
'
tired'tired'-

off it aridand just lolledtoned on the grassygrassy-

mound
yy-

mmoundm und . "

"Let'sLetsutAi'sutAis";: ' go sit on the beach ,"'
Puneak saidsaid-

"You
said-

"You
.

"YouYou" go sit.. I'mIm'' goinggoins to restrest-

here
rest-

herehere awhile .

"YouYou"
, poofpootpoor little boy , you'reyoureyoq'reyoqre' soso-

weak
so-

weakweak ',.youyou.you have to rest-restrestLook-. Looktoktok atat-

me
at-

meme . I'mIm'' notnot eveneYeneven tired.."
"I'mIm"'' not tired , Puneak . I1 justjust-

want
just-

wantwant totto 'relrel'
relaxx ."' ;:' , -

, Laughing derisively , the olderolder-

boYjumped
older-

boy
,
boyboYjumped,. jumped upupupandand went

,
totOthetothe-

beach
,
the

,Ijeach'beachbeach' . PunnikunnikJ;>unnikrolledPunnikrolledrolled lazilylazily'onlazilyon'-

on
o-n' on thethe-

grass
the-

grassgrass .., Even
., ini theth

'-

approaching
a-

pproaching'approachingapproaching-
fallfall , 'somesome'-

some
s-

ome'some ' "ofof"
of-ofofthef- the ;grass;grasswas: grass was

'-

still
s-

till'-

stillgr
'-

still
s-

till'-

stillgreen
'

still
greengr n . The ,

boy took hold , of aa-

green
"-

oak
o-

ak",

greengreenen reed by the tassle and pulledpulled-

It
.

it out ofofitsjaits jacketket.1tket1t.. It slidslidoutout quitequite-
easflyv

quite-

easilv
quitequite-

easilyeasflyveasilveasilyeasflyvHe . ' .

He pinched off the tender rootroot-
end

root-
endend . He took one strand of tassletassle-
and

tassle-
andand insertednsertedJtsits tiny stem intointo'tintot'thethe-

tubular
ee-

tubtubulartub lar endend'ofendof' of the reed . He pulledpulled-

up
pulled-

upup .andand.,and forwardfotward on it andandmademade anan-

almost
an-

almostalmost invisible slit about two andmdmd-

a
and-

aa halfhatf inches long.. ii-

The
I-

The
I-

TheThe boy looked askance towardtoward-

the
toward-

thethe lagoon .wherewherewnere., Puneak waswas-

hidden
was-

hiddenhidden by the drop of the bank .

He 'couldcould,
.'could'could

'

see the splash of thethe-

pebbles
the-

pebblespebbles his 'friendfriend'friendwas' f end -waswas'waS-' throwingthrowing-
onon .diediethe., water .

The'the' WhistleWhistle-
lie

Whistle-
lIe

Whistle-
IlelieIle scrutinizeduutinizedscrutinized

'
the reed in hishis-

hand
his-

handshandshand$ apprehensivelyap re ensively --- almostalmost-
furtively

almost-
furtivelyfurtively . He slowly put the slitslit-

end
slit-

end
,
end into hisls mouthmmouthand' uthuthandand hesitatedhesitated-
Should

..

Should-Should:
- |Nhe' °

,he6rhe"orheor;"4"' r " should he hotnotnot-

Feeling
not-

Feeling'aFeelingFeeling'aFeelinga' I!a little 'guiltyguilty' , he workedworked-
up

worked-
upup enough"courageenoughcourageenough "courageourage , and decideddecided-
'thath

decided-
that'thaththath'
that he wouldwould..

He ,. blew intointo the reed with suchsuch-

effort
such-

efforteffort''thatthat' his cheeks ballooned'ballooned'ballooned-
on

'ballooned-
on

'

onon' each aideside of his mouth'mouth
'

. A clear ,
shrill whistle 'emanatedman ted from itit.. ItIt-

f

It-

iif ' was ,aa- 'sweeta- sweet'sWeetsWeet'sweet aridand plaintive musical.musical.musical-
sound

i

soundsou'rsour' d "andand'" > aodand "itit" ' ititJit>

Jresounded'resounded"' ' withwith-

enOrgh
with-

enoughenoughenO\rghenOrgh\ volume that Puneak heardheard-
itas

.
,

ititas, as soon as itjssuedit issued forthforth'TheforthTheforth'The-
older

., "TheThe'The'The-
older

"'

older ' boyb y bounded up the bank .
""PunnikPunnik"PunPunk, you crazycrazy.foolcrazyfool.foolfoolJool. , youyou-

shouldn't
you-

shouldn'tshouldn'tshouldnt' have done ,. that ! NowNow-

it's
Now-

it'sit'sits' going to rain for sureMitesure-

tomorr
Mit-

etomorrowttomorrOw/itomorrOwitomorrowttomorr W/IWI. /, Don'tDont'
',
youwant. ;], toto-

play
to-

playplay around in nice weather'weather ?"
,

,fc"PunhikfcPunhikb/'Purinikb'PurinikPurinik:,/"',
,'Punnikbegan, beganbe n to feel guiltier@liltier@ .

Heueue'was'-

was
w- as'waswas' was atat'aataat-aata''aa'- lossJoss forfor"wordsforwords.",, words . HeH-

etookediat
He-

'lookedtookediat;' looked-looked'lookedlookedfat,,;- fat;
' at'ratr' ",' hisflhiss

,"
"friend'friend'friendt1with
'

t1witht1withia1with
'

, with\awitha\' :ia; ,a ,

"sheepish'looksheepishlook"'-

sheepish
s-

heepish' sheepish.,

,'
look100 ohon his face ;. He hadjhadhad-

"defieddefied"defied'defiedasuperstidefiedasupersti'" a superstitionon.. He did it andandiand'4and4andi-
t

and'-
4therewas

)
',

t theretherewas.waswas., was
,
nothing he could

'
do

.
tototo-

undoUndundo itit 0! :,j\rjr\ ,:t-ttJl;-JlJljj,"; 99-

iiIii,{ ii
' "Oo'youOoyou"Io) '-

you
y-

ou' 'reallyreally' reallywant(,want
"
it to rain ? "

PuneakPunePurieakk askedaskid
.

bittedy/bittedybitterly/,';;; '

> , ' ; '" , : . "JJ"{ : ' f-ffr'- ' \' " ., ,r:. j'!j'i'ii'

, , . . " , ' ""' . " WI,'ii'"NaNa"NoNo""
,
'NN' <. PuneakPuneak

,

, IlI',

don'tdontdoo"tdoot
r '" want it toto-

rain
to-

rainrain-rainrain"Then
rain ." -.

'.

I,

:"ThenThen":.:I;IenThenen why did you blow thatthat-

thing
that-

thingthing ?"
,

"II" don'tdontdon'tdont' knowkn w," 1l just wanted toto-

do
to-

dodo itn .;.* , Welle 'anywayanyway' yway , howow can thatthat-

little
that-

littlelittle whistlemakewhistle makemke it jfj,rainunn?"
"HaveHave" youYou 'forgotforgot', forgforgottenttenten what .ourour.,.our-

partints
our-

parentsparentspartints andarid other people told usus-

that
us-

thatthat it would rainr n if we did that.."
Puneak remindedre'minded

' .,.

"YesYes" , IIrememberremember ."
The'The' olderolder

' ',
boy.

'-

stamped
s-

tamped
'-

sbmped
s-

bmped
'

stamped his footfoot-
in

foot-
inin disgustdisgu'st .

"Don'tDont"' Don ''t be angry , Puneak , II-

really
I-

reallyreally d'dn'tddntddn'tdidn'tdidnt'; ' mean to do 'itit' it ,"
Punnik ,. saidsad , his ,", voice low andand-
small

and-
smallsmallsmall"But. -"But"ButBut'But-."' But - anywaylywayanyway ' - do youyou-

think
you-

think'thatthinkthink'thatthinkthat; '
that the reedreedwhistlewhistle wouldwould-

really
would-

reallyreally aridand truly make itit rainrain-
WelI

? "
tlWelI\WelIWelI4Well'\ , that'sthats' what people saysay-

b
say-

butbutb t I don'tdont' reallyrealty see how it could .

Just the same , you shouldn'thaveshouldnthaveshouldn'tshouldntshouldn'thave-
done

' havehave-
donedone itit.." Puneak ' said , showingshowing-
signs

showing-
signs

,
signs ofofrelentingrelenting..,

, Pintail DucksDucks-
"Look

Ducks-
"Look"LookLook"LookLook". Look , Puneak ! KurugaksKurugak-

spintan
Kurugaks-

pintailpintailpintan((( ' ducks ) are coming thisthis-

wayLet's
this-

waywaywayLet'swayLets.:'Let'sLetsLet's' ' get down'down'' ' the bank andand-

see
and-

seesee if we cancanan hit them with rocks .

The boys jumpedjumpe d down to makemake-
themselves

make-
themselvesthemselves less conspicuous andand-

to
and-

toto get pebbles for weapons.. TheThe-

ducks
The-

ducksducks cameam low over the beach .

Just as they camecame over , thethe-

youn
the-

youngstersyoungstersyoun ters threw the pebbles .

Purinik'sPuriniksPunnik'sPunniks' rock brushed the wing ofof'-

one
of'-

one'oneone'one of them .

"DidDid" you see that , PuneakPuneak1? "
PunnikPunnil saidbid excitedly. "IfIf" I1 hadhad-

thrown
had-

thrownthrown a little higierhigherhi er , I would'would'would-
have

,'would-

havehave gotten ,. him;!l! " "YouYou" werewere-

just
were-

justjust lucky you camecame ' that close .,""
"II" wasn'twasnt' eithereithe"r" . I aimed betterbetter-

thany'ou
better-

thanthanthany'outhanyouyouyou' did..,"
In hisls young mind , PuneakPuneak-

begin
Puneak-

begm
Puneak-

beganbeginbegmbegan to think that things'things' werewere-

going
were-

going
were-

goinggoinggoingwrongwrong for him.. He satSat downdown-

abruptly
down-

abruptly
down-

abruptlyabruptly on the sand close to thethe-
edge

the-
'edge

the-
'edgeedge'edge' of., the water . Punnik sensed

,
,

that something waswwass wrongwrongandand satsat-

down"', 'downdown
',

close to his friend . Puneak'sPuneaksPuneak's-
He

Puneak's'H-
e

Puneak's-
He '''-

He
H-e' '
He put a reassuring armann aroundaround-
Puneak's

around-
Puneak's

around-
Puneak'sPuneak'sPuneaks' neck'neck' and the latterlatter-
pushed

latte-
rpushedh

latter-
pushedpushedpushedhhimharp;nawayaway .

"II" don'tdont' think you want to playplay-

anymore
play-

anymoreanymore , Puneak.. Let'sLets' gogo-

home
go-

homehome ."
"YouYou" gogohomehome..""
"WellWell" , if you really want me toto-

g
to-

Punnik
, ggo°-.,,"" ,

PunnikPUdPunnikPUdwasPunnikwaswas disturbed about thethe-

rift
the-

rift.riftrift., that hadh3d developed... He turnedturnturned-
slowly

d
; slowly ,' got upup'andupandupand'and' started tototowalk'walkwalk-

ll' iipup
,
thee beach :. AfterAfte a fewfe steps , hehe-

heard
he-

heardheard abounda'soundasound' that stopped himhim-

right
him-

rightright in his tracks .
'

ShowerSlShowerwer '- of
o- f' of Sand.[

, , ' i" ' 11-

He
I '

" " 1f'" 'IfIf' "

. He lookedlooked backbackbackquicklyquicklyquickly ., PuneakPuneak-
had

Puneak-
hadhad thrown handfulahandfulaa ofofsalsandd intointQintQ-

the
into-

thethe air and'and' it 'waswas'was dropping intointo-

the
into-

thethe water in rapid series of tinytiny-

splashes
tiny-

splashes.splashessplashes., .. The sound was not unun-unun-

like
¬.-

'
like the sound of large drops ofof-

rain
of-

rainrain .
"PUNEAKPUNEAK" UNEAK ! Do you know whatwhat-

you're
what-

you'reyou'reyoureyou'rerdoing' doingJ( ing??"
;,
The oldolfolfrolder

r-

doing
( err boyoy looked'ookedooked' at PunnikPtinnikPtinnik-

sandsand'

, and laughedlaughedgleefullylaughed'gleefully,
'gleefully . He tooktook-

anoth
took-

anotheranotheranothanother
,

rrrrhandfulr, handful of sand andand-

threwithardinto
and-

threw
,
threwthrewithardintoit hard into the air .

"' 'II' d' " ,iI\iI,: ,\;'.>.,\

TheiITheyounger boy
,

didn'tdidnt' knowknow-

VAiem

know-

whetherwhetherVAiemwhetheri to'to'to laughlau8b withwithfthisisft'" friendMendfrien-
da

Mend-

orriot9oraorriot9,
;Hott.:

' He chuckledc
,

c.ldedclded. a littlelit e.
. .

"NowNow"NowNow" it'sits' 'reallyreally'. going to ' rainrain-

isn't
ramram-

isn
rain-

isn'ttisn'tisntisn'ttisnttisn 'tt' * ', itit,, Puneak ?', "
titi*'\< ,

- ' S7\''-
a

a' tfr\: >\ ' -.
,

f':'HowHow' HowHo ,. cantan , a little thing like1ike1ik-

etl
like-

throwingirowirigrowblgthrowingtlthrowingsandsands1d in the , water makemake-

it
make-

ititt rain1rain'? ItIfdoesn'tevenloIfdoesntevenlodoesn'tdoesnt' eveneven lookklikeit'sklikeitsklikeit's'-
going

like it'sitsit's'goin-

g

'
'goinggoing
'-

going
g-

oing' ping totoaintThere'stoaintTheresto"raintorain'")rain.1There'srain.1Theresrain1Theres.::
"
;

,
There'sTheres' 4' even

,
blueblue-

skyupthereskyupthereky upp therethere-
J

'thth' re..""

, ; .
;. -JJ- ' V-VV-

j

; ,
-. jJ?', r". .,

I1

fs\;|', jPUnniktPunnikPunnikV andindand "PuneakJPuneakJ", >, PuneakPuneakl,, discussedu sedsed-

they'whatwhatthey, they hadhad'donehaddonedone'done' andand'decidedanddecidedand'decided-

that

' decideddecIded-

thafthings
,
ththafthingsthattthings: things like

,
blowing

.
aa"whis-

tle

awhist-

le

a"whistlethro-

ugh'a'" whistle-
v

histle
>

,throughthrougthrough'athrougha'.' a glass rod and throwingthtowing ;
*,?,;>

,
,

sand , in1' ', thethe'waterthewater'waterwater'water"werewaterwere' ""werewere kindkiidof;
,' of $'

t!,.,
,

t

'-

sU1
s-

U1'silly"tkinstkins"" 'thingsthings'things; ,:; anywaynywayanyway : ., . HowH couldcould-

such
old ;: J '

.
such

,
things causecausetaincarise rainLainr? ,,

-*4'b4b:
'

v',> '" "

_

w .' &
:".ii. ' ,

.-

suchthJn
s-

uchthJn
HoweverHowever
,

," ,
without [

knowingknowirig
: what theth

'
;.
' other '

, was ;,' ,j., ! thinking lVV-

about
f
'

',

'aboiitaboiit'
about , eacheach

,"

ofoff themththemcouldn't'getfithemcouldntgetfithemcouldn't'getfi-
"rid

couldn'tcouldntc: uldn'tuldnt' 'getget'get-getget-

rid
,
;', -,.

"ridrid"ridrid"of-"of"ofof'of-","'of ' the'the'' '
,
feeling , that'that' ' he had 'k-1'kk1' ;-Ii'' ' ' i

,;'defidefi'
defiedd

'-

a
a'-

asuperstition'aa'''
.,/, /superstitionsuperstition'sperstition'superstition'ss' perstition . WithoutWittiout $ ,11,

.,

.$. ,t

'tryingtrying'
trying tototoshow(i showow it;;,

'eacheac boyby had aa-

feeling
c.; . ,

\
,

feelingfeeUngofVof,,:'
'-

of
o-f' ,
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