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Have '

', youyoUheardtheu'huh;'':'.heardheard.
eardtheNo'rtherneardtheNorthern':, the : Northern'

,
'

'LightsLights'
: U ts? ForFoihundreds., hundredshundieds"ofiyearsrhundiedsofiyearsr"-

off
o-

ff"''ofof"'
, , yearsyears ?,;'f'

imanymanymanyky', k*people'people'

,
,;" have ,:;

'-

made
m- ade'-

made
m- ade' made fthatA( thathathat-

'claim
,

'claimclaim',

claim : These claims have generally ,
,

been discounted by scientists/scientistsscientists-
Now

/.,"""II""''! '
", , ,

,/,. ., NowNowaa scieritist'atscieritistatscientist'atscientistat'' the University '

, ofofAIaska's"GofAIaskasG,
,
Alaska'sAlaskas' ."

,
Geophysicalqhysicallnstitute, Institute

'isisa-

of
Js, isisIisasking

I,
asking people i . Jn'ffJnffin ' ! f Alaska totol'repor-

t

"-

report
r-

eport"'
l'r-

eport

lr-

eport

report
.-
when

w-hen.when they hear thethe'auroratheaurora. 'auroraaurora' '

Nortbem1ightsNorther'IightsNortherIights((Northern 'Lights ).geg1b.e: .TheThe\1b.e1b.e\..e reason there'there' has been suchsuch-
IIC"disbeliefIIC"disbeliefIICdisbelief"' disbeliefdrs eliefeliefiof'ofof10fiof' !' auroral soundssounds-

reported
'-

reported
r-

eported',reported is that theth atmosphereatmosp e e isis-

tootoo thin at even the lowest auroral
.altitudesaltitudesaltitudesaltitudes(55'miles'toaltitudes55milesto'

(55/mfles(5555mfles(55'miIes'to55miIesto( /'
:,'' ))'' to transmittransmit-

I soundssoundswhiwhichh cancanan be beardheeardeard.. ,

;: Nevertheless , it manymany people ,

including.inchidinginchiding. : aurorala roral
,
scientists , havehave-

reported "-
a

a'"'-

a
a'-

a
a'reported hearinghearing"a cracking oror-

swish
or-

swishingswishingswish 1g} '""' sound'sound' during bright ,
active aurorasaurprasauroras..

SeveralSeve, ral, yearsyea rs agoa go , anan-
experiment

an-
experimentexperiment was carried out at the
.GeophysicalGeophysical. Institute'Institute,' tot recordrecord-

I

record-
auroral.auroralauroral., soundssoundsusing., using a powerful
microphone

'

and a tape recorder .

The recordedre orded sounds includedincluded-
airplanes

included-
airplanesairplanes , owls and eveneven dog fights .'

from homesteads surrounding thethe-
remote

the-
remoteremote locations of the recorder,
but no definite auroral sounds . '.

TheTheexperimentthatexperiment that was carriedcaoiedcaoied-
out

carried-
outout was designeddesignedto, to record soundssrondssronds-
Ctming

sounds-
comingcomingCtming? down from the sky . NowNow-
many

Now-
manymanymany ,. scientists think that if therethere-
are

there-
areare soundssoUndsoundssoundsassociatedssassociatedassociated with thethe-
aurora

the-
auroraaurora , theytheyareare generated at oror-
near

or-
nearnear the ground..
, HowevefHowevetHowever, before anyanymoremoremore-
expensive

more-
expensiveexpensive experimentsexperirhents are triedtried;, itit-

would
it-

wouldwould bebeusbeusefulusefulus fu1 to get moremore-
information

more-
informationinformation about the soundssrondssronds-
pe

sounds-
peoplepeoplepe plehearhear .

Last summer atit: the TananaTanana-
Valley

Tanana-
ValleyValleyeophysicalInstituteState Fair the GeophysicaleophysicalGeophysica-
lInstitute

;
Institute operated anan exhibitexhibit-
featuring

exhibit-
featuring'afeaturingfeaturing'afeaturinga'aa' movie of the aurora-auroraaurora-

and
-'.

and a booth where people couldcould-
fill

<:ouIdouId-
fillfill out a questionnaire about thethe-

times
the-

timestimes when they had heard thethe-

aurora
the-

auroraaurora..
This'This' activity was carried outootoot-

under
out-

underunder the directiondirecti n ofofDrDriDr.,

' WilliamW1UianWilliam-
Stringer

,
Stringer . NowNoNovi he is writing thethe-

'peoplefwho
th.ethethe-

'people
.

'peoplepeople'" '
., 'peoplefwhopeoplefwho'peoplpeopl'' fwhoq who

;,saidsaidthey"hearsaidtheyhear, they'heartheyhearey'heareyhear'" thethe-
aurora

the-
auroraaurora regularly

'_
and asking them ,

to reportreportwhen.whenwhen., they'they hear sounds '

associated with the aurora..

/ " . rn ', -: . : y. ,
\, ,

"
, .AnyAny

.,
Anyone.AnyneAnyonene :; hearing

,
thethe"su'roratisthesuroratisthe"su'roratis-

asked

"'- auroraa- urora'aurora' isis-

asked
is-

asked'taskedasked'taskedt'toto'towrite' to writewrite Dr ;. Stringer at the
;, ., GeophysicaTInstituteGeophysical'IristituteGeophysicalIristituteGe physical'lrphysicallr' stitute , Fairbanks ,
: Alaska1aska'Alaska'Vhatthey99701? 9701 , andanftanftreportreportreportVhatwhat\VhatVhatwhat-

theyheard
what-

they \theyheardthey heardheard-
'Jtis

,.

recordthe'ItIt'JtisJtis' It [is very importantiinportant to recordrecord-
thethe ); date,11date11date ,"timetime, what'what>' theth " auroraauroraaurora-
Was

aurora-
wasWaswas doingdoinwhat&,, what the

'
he surroundingssurroundingS-

wereweremightbeand anything else that mightmightt-
bebe related to theth observationob ervation .


