National Guard
takes Santa
Claus to Aniak

by Barbars Crane
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ANIAK — “'‘Operation Santa
Claus," a joint of the Jaycees,
the Salvation Army and the Aliskn
Natiopal Guard, delighied pre-
schoolers hete th;.r A plaoned stop
at the MoGrath Semior Cemer had to
bhe cancelled, hﬂ"iﬁ'ﬂ'ﬂL due to
wenther.
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* McGrath to get gifts
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been able to guide Santa’s sleigh int
McGrath, but low clouds and poor
visability prevented the Alaska Nu-
fonal Cuand's C- 130 cargo plane from
Landing

St provosed, however, (o see
that the gifts he'd brought would be
telivered somehow. 1 huve lots ol
friends, and they ol want o help, " he
sand

Sant arud his helpers were met at
the Aniak dirport by about 31 pre
schoolers and their teachers. The
Children had been waiting about an
hour inside the Byan terminal, and
cinme running outside as yoon as San-
b stepped off the plane.

Every child had the ¢hance o $11 on

Santia’s knee, but some of the younger
ones found this strange man just g lit-
e o frightening. Even the mox
timid received a present, though, und
managed uu very soft " Thank you. ™

After all the presents and candy
canes  had been handed our, the
children presented Sunta with a large
card they had made which read, "' To
Santu and his helpers, . Anmk Day
Care children would like to thank you
fir thinking of them this Christines
year!!"

When it was time for Santi o leave,
the children ran outside and waved
goodby. The last thing he heard was
a small voice crying, “"Santn, | fove
virn. " Thast was all the thanks that Sun-
ta needed



