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Jan. 17 to Feb. 21 in Anchorage

Exhibit featu res Native artifacts

Innersking/Outersking: Gur
Fishskin, an exhibit of 55 mdmmu]
artifacts made from gut and fishakin
by Alagka Native peoples, opens at the
Anchorage Museum of History and
Art Jan, 17 and will remain on view
through Feb, 21, 1988.

The mhlﬁun also includes 41 in-
novative w by contemporary ar-
tists who use gut or fishskin as a
medium.

The traditional containers, clothing
mnd other artifacts, including six ob-

on loan from the Anchomge
uscum, arc (ributes to human
resourcefulness in Alaska’s harsh en-
vironment. Nothing was wasted.
Alnska Natives recognized gut and

fishskin as valuable resources and
transformed them into waterproof
garments, bags and windows.

The objects also represent a look in-
lo the beliel systems of traditional
Alnskn Native cultures, for whom gut
and fishskin were spiritually charged
materials, equally impenetrable by
threatening natural elements und by
hostile otherworldly forces.

The exhibition was organized at the
San Francisco Craft and Folk An
Museum by Guest Cumtor Pal
Hicloman, a textile historian,
fiber artist and instructor at San Fran-
cisco State University. Hickman's in-
terest in gut and fishskin began when
she first viewed a gut parka 10 years

ago. Since then, she has traveled o
Alnskn to study traditional objects nnd
methods and has worked extensively
with gut herself,

"It is curious that gut, an inner
membrane, has becomne an outerskin,
tough and protective, despite its ’
appearance,’’ she said. “"This
transparent membrane is a skin bet-
woen life and death, » link between the
animal and human worlds, the worlds
of giver and receiver.'’

exhibit will be on view at the
University of Alaska Museum in Fair-
banks March 17 through April 23 and
ut the Alaska State Muscum in Junesu
May 15 through June 21, 1988,
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