Natives must help each other to survive

by Elizabeth Keating
Falrbmsks Mative Aiaociaiig

FAIRBANKS — The holiday
season of Chnstmas and New Year s
& spiritually powerful time for all of
us. Most of us are inspired 10 our
highest nature. We lavish gifis on
families and fnends. We share our joy
and generosity with the less forunate.
We expenence a “high'” simular 1o be-
ng in love. We are more open and
friendly with everyone, even
SUTHREETs,

Unfortunately . we only allow this
special expenence o happen twice a
veur, usually at Chrisomas and Easter
seasons, We need to learn to hang on
o some of that special feeling 1w
spread throughout the rest ol the year.

e have some senous problems fac:
g us . Wee meed o Call om that power-
ful spirit wathin oueselves 1o find yeu
covunid solutions

For a century or soowe have endured
@ massive impact on our culture and
lestyle. Some of il has been positive,
sl of i devastatmg, 10 has broughi
abwout conlusion, conllict and preat
disorder, Many observers, including
omrselves, sometumes thought we were
wiped out as a people

A few amueng us hung in there guier
Iy living a life of balance as we always
have singe before history. They are
among toduy s leaders, elders amd
WISE (e,

It appeirs now that we are aweiken
ing after the storm and wrmoil. We
are ussessing the effects of what we
have been through. We see thut we
have sulfered much damage and loss.
But, we also have and enjoy some ol
the best aspects of technology

We are in a tume imuch like the thine
ulter o serious bout of the worst kind
ol flu. We feel 50 much better, but are
stilll weak and vulnerable. We must
ke care and go easy or else gel real
sick agiin. We must protect  out
lamily

Socially, educationally and political
ly. this 15 where we are. We should
view ourselves as o village that has just
suffercd a devastating and  deadly

epidemic and war. We must h:gln tn
recover and rebuild our vil
must help those who still su m'uui
support who are recovering. We
have to help each other, everyone of
us, If we are to survive as a people,
llu', original people of this land.

ace many senious problems in
our m"iwcrj- that money alone cannot
solve. Money is helpful, but money
alone 15 not the answer for whin we
need. The nearly one billion dollars we
got in 1971 for about 100,000 people
can prove that.

We need o learn 1o work logether
aguin for the collective and commun
ﬁ““d as we have for centuries before

istory begian. We need to learn to
disagree in a healthy way so that we
cun continue o work together m spite
ol ol differences

Yo, our leaders should leam o pc-
cept our disagreements amd construg-
tive cniticism i the spinit in which
s mdended, concern for owe indvidual
amkd our collective necds. We should
look for ways of mecting the in-
dividual needs of those who canoot
agree without hurting the commion
poud

Here v Fwirbanks, the second
largest city in Alaska, there are Native
L:z:qﬂn frovms all arownd Alaska needing

Ip. | have hesird some,of you say the
Natives in Fuirbanks are urban and
don’t need village concern. Let me tell
you, some of the guys i prison are
from the villages. Some of the kids
that mre tiken sway from families and
put in foster homes are also from the
villages. Many of the kids in Farbanks
Youth Facility are from the villages.

All of these people, Hally the
children and youth didn’t choose 0
bevome urban Natives, They need
vourfour help. Just money alone won'i
help. They need sober and caring ab-
dults 1o help them.

Many of the youth at the Farbanks
Youth Factlity showld be in o foster
home, either here or in the village.
They get sent here becpuse there 1s no
aliernutive . Many of the children are
in non-Native foster homes because
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All of these people, especially
the children and youth didn’t
choose to become urban

Natives. They
help.
help.

need your/our

Just money alone won't
They need sober and car-

ing adults to help them.

ther aren’t enough  Native  toster
homes. These are our hope of the
e, I we don't ke care ol our
kids, what kind of future do we have”

The following sutistics are geneml.
bul pretty close:

*Fairbanks Yowh Facility 40
percent Nutive.

sDhvision of Family & Youth Ser
vices — 23 to 40 percent Native,

*Hospitality House — more than 50
percent Native.

*Fairbanks Correctional Center
40 10 60 percent Native.

*Fairbanks North Star Borough
School dropout rate — 70 percemt
among Native students.

These are mostly children and youth
who need adult help. Where is it? It
s L somebody else’s problem. 1t
vout/out problem amd my problem.
What are we going o do about it?
Sorne of us are trying. We need help
Let ws refect and look lor ways 1o
wirk  together toward solutions 1o
these problems.

The holiday season 15 a good time
for spiritual reflection and renewal. 1
is o powerful tme for feeling joy,
peace and goodwill toward others, the
wirld, 1t is a good time to make a fresh
dedication (o our beliefs nnd to resdlve
o carry them oul in the New Yeur



