
Inupiaq elementary education in transition
For the past several yeyearsrs ,.

the Alaska StStatete Department oofof-
Education

(
Education has been reviewingreviewing-
programs

reviewing-
programsprograms in a variety of cur-
ricular

cur-
ricular

cur-
ricular

cur-cur-
ricular areas throughout thethe-

state
the-

statestate in an attempt to provideprovide-
aa meansmeant for Alaskan educatorseducators-
toto share successful prbgramsprograms .

The program is called thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska Promising-PromisingPromisingPractice- Practice Sym-

posium
SymSym-¬.-

posium . The Department ofof-
Education

of-
EducationEducation validates those propro-pro¬-

grams they feel can serve as mo-

dels
mo-

dels
momo-¬-

dels of educational excellenceexcellence-
within

excellence-
withinwithin the state . A CriteriaCriteria-
for

Criteria-
forfor Excellence has been esta-
blished

esta-
blished

estaesta-¬-

blished to form the basis forfor-

the
for-

thethe validation process , and isis-

judged
is-

judgedjudged by a team of professionalprofessional-
educators

professional-
educatorseducators to determine the stagestage-

of
stage-

ofof program development .

This past February , thethe-

Kotzebue
the-

KotzebueKotzebue Elementary School ,

Northwest Arctic School DisDis-¬-

trict , Kotzebue , Alaska , under-
went

underunder-¬.-
went a program review by thethe-
Department

the-
DepartmentDepartment of Education, andand-

was
and-

waswas validated as an AlaskaAlaska-
Promising

Alaska-
PromisingPromising Practice in ReadingReading-
and

Reading-
andand Skills Bank programsprogram .

Kotzebue'sKotzebues' validationvalidation as aa-

Promising
a-

PromisingPromising Practice has been acac-

complished
ac-

complished
ac-ac¬-

complished in just four yearsyears-
following

years-
followingfollowing the transition fromfrom-
Bureau

from-
BureauBureau of Indian Affairs controlcontrol-
to

control-
toto local control in the form

of a Regional EducationEducationAtten-Atten-
dance

Atten-
dance

-AttenAttenAtten-¬-

dance Area School District ,.

According to Kotzebue EleEle-

mentary
Ele-Ele¬.-

mentary School principal WaltWalt-
Day

Walt-
DayDay , ""thethe validation is a resultresult-
of

result-
ofof the dedicated efforts of aa-

relatvely
a-

relatvelyrelatvely stable staff (both inin-

structional
in-

structional
in-in¬-

structionalstructionalandand administrative )
which provided the continuitycontinuity-
soso vital to instructional programrogram
developmentrogramdevelopment, and ., the ..commit-
ment

commit-
ment

commit.commit-.commitcommit- ¬-

ment and support of the comcom-¬-

munity , Northwest ArcticArctic-

SchoolSchool Board of Education , andand-
Superinte

and-
SuperintendentSuperinteSuperintendentdent , George H .

White ."
Kotzebue is a community ofof-

approximately
of-

approximatelyapproximately 2,5002500, residents ,

85InupiaqEskimopercent of which are Inupiaq
Eskimo . The Kotzebue Elemen-
tary

Elemen-
tary

ElemenElemen-¬-

tary School services some 360360-
student

360-
studentstudent.. At the core of thethe-
Kotzebue

the-
KotzebueKotzebue basic skills programs ,;'
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as well as all other NorthwestNorthwest-
Arctic

Northwest-
ArcticArctic Schoolsils , is the iempha-

sis
emphaempha-.-

sis on maximizing instructionmstructloninstruction-
for

mstructlon-
forfor each child through thethe-
assessment

the-
assessmentassessment of the student'sstudentsstudent's-
needs

student's-
needs

'
needs , and the susubsequentsequent ddede-

velopment
de-de.-

velopment ofofanan Individual AcAca-
demic

Aca-
demic

Aca-Aca-

demic Plan to meet thosethose-
Identified

those-
identifiedidentified needsneeds-

Other
needs-

Other
needs-

OtherOther key components of thethe-
Kotzebue

the-
KotzebueKotzebue ReadingReadmg program inin-

clude
in-in¬.-

clude
cludeI

I1)1) TotalTotalstafTTotalstaffstaffstafT Involvement-
and

involvementinvolvement-
andandandcommitmentcommitment through stafT-
meetmgs

staffstafTstaff-
meetingsmeetingsmeetmgs ,. extensive in-seriinserim-serivemserivemserive-
training

mserive-
training

--
training each year , participaticparticipationparticipation-
m

participation-
in

. . .
inm professionalprofeSSIonalactIvitIesactivities at bothboth-
the

both-
thethe state and national levels , andand-
Involvement

and-
involvementinvolvement in the program dede'o-

n

de-

cision
de-de-.

clSioncision''- on
o- n makingmakmg process .

2)2) Resource staff to monitormonttor ,

train , diagnose , andandresolveresolve cur-
ncular

cur-
ricular

cur-cur-.
ncularricular and programmingprogrammmg dif-

3)

dif-
ficulties

dif-difcltf-.

BasteSkillsficultlesficulties on a daily basis (Baste(BasicBasic-
SkillsSkills Resource Teacher ) .

3)3) The majoritymaJonty ofofinstrucJinstruc-
tional

instrucinstruc-struc ¬.-
tionallIonal materialsmatenals have been cen-

ized
cen-cen-.

trallzedtralizedtrallzedandtralizedandized and housedhousedmhousedininm a SkillsSkills-
Bank

Skills-
BankBank Resource Center to insuremsureinsure-
availability

msure-
availabilityavailability , appropriateappropnate utiliza-

tion
utilizautiliza-.-

tion1J0n withinwltlun the parameters ofof-
program

of-
programprogram deliverydehvery systems , andand-
costeffectIveness

and-
costeffectivenesscost-effectIvenesscosteffectIveness- .

4)4) WeeklyWeeldy monitoringmon.tonngmontonng. ofof-
student

of-
studentstudent progress as wellwellasasas-

yearly
as-

yearlyyearly program followup andand-
evaluation

and-
evaluationevaluation are conducted toto-

assess
to-

assessassess program effectivenesefTectivenesseffectiveness forfor-

each
for-

eacheach child and for the (entire-
student

entneentireentne-
studentstudent "population"population .

S5)5) Direct Instruction pro-

grams
propro-¬.-

grams hiin Reading and LanguageLanguage-

Distar
Language-

Dlstar(DlstarDistar and Corrective Reading ) .,
and SkillSkiII Based ReadingLangu-
age

Reading/LanguReadingLanguReading/Langu-// ¬.-
age instruction focusingfocusmg onon-

content
on-

contentcontent currlcularcurricular areas are thethe-

core
the-

corecore of Reading and LanguageLanguage-

Arts
language-

ArtsArts programs .

6)6) Also importanttmportant is the af-

fective
afaf-¬.-

fectivefeclJve component directed atat-

enhancing
at-

enhancingenhancing student selfself-conceptselfconceptselfconcept-
and

--onceptoncept-

andand awarenelSawareness: through earlyearly-

identification
early-

identificationidentification of potential lear-

ning
learlear-¬.-

ning difficulties , student extextra-

curricular
extraextra-.-

curricular aCtivitIes , and the dede-de.-

velopment of InupiaqInuplaq languagelanguage-

and
language-

andand bi-culturalbiculturalbl-culturalblbt-culturalbt-- programs whichwluchwhich-
have

wluch-
havehave been integrated into allall-

areas
all-

areasareas of currcurriculumculum .

7)7) Finally , parent involve-
ment

involveinvolve-¬.-
ment is encouraged through vo-

ltivif
vol-

unteer
vol-

unteer
vol-vol-

" - " - - - "- -unteer actiVItiestivif withtnwithin thethe-

school
the-

schootschootschool , parent conferences on aa-

regular
a-

regularregular basIS ., and matenalsmaterials sentsent-
home

sent-
homehome to involve the enlJreentireenlJre-
family

entire-
familyfamily in the students leammglearningleammg-
process

learning-
processprocess
processThe

The bottobottom line In the valuevalue-
of

value-
ofof any prog-
is

prog-progprogram- model ., however .,

is student \performance. . DunngDuringDunng-
the

During-
thethe past three years , KotzebueKotzebue-
Elementary

Kotzebue-
ElementaryElementary School studentsstudents-
have

students-
havehave made significant gamsgatnsgains In-

the
inin-

thethe area of basic skills acqUistIon-
determined

acquistionacquistion-
determineddetermined by standardized aa-

chievement
a-

chievement
a-a-.

chievementcluevement and criterioncnterion refer-refer-.

enced test ,scores:ores .

TIllsThis year has also seen twotwo-

members
two-

membersmembers of thethe'KotzebuetheKotzebue''KotzebueKotzebue Ele-

mentary
EleEle-.-

mentary SchoolSchoolstalTSchoolstaffstalTstaffstalTreceIvestaffreceivereceIve in-

dividual
tn-

dlVldual
tn-tnin-in-

dlVldualdividual statewide honors as pro-

fessional
pro-proprof-

essional
--

fessionalfessionaleducatorsieducators . Mr AIAtAI-

Peacock
At-

PeacockPeacock ,. 4th Grade TeacherTeacher-

as
,--asaswas selected as the AlaskaAlaska-

Teacher
Alaska-

Teacher.eachereacherTeacher. of the Year by thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska EducatIon ASSOcIatIon ,

and Marcia Baker ., alsoalsoaa 4th4th-

Grade
4th-

GradeGrade Teacher ., received anan-

"Award."Award"Award for Excellence In Eco-EcoEco-
nomics

Eco-
nomics

-
nomics Education " from ththethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska CouncilCouncd for :EAonomlcs-

Educallon
EconomicEAonomlcsEconomicsEconomics-

Education
*

EducationEducallon for her student storestore-

project
store-

projectproject which came intn thirdthud In-

statewide
inin-

statewidestatewide compelJtion-
For

competitioncompelJtioncompetition-
For

competition-
ForFor Kotzebue ElementaryElementary-

School
Elementary-

SchoolSchool ., thIS wIll surely be a yearyear-

to
year-

toto remember .


