¢ Corporation officials: Lawsuit premature
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The envirommental coalition secks
i decluration thit the federal defen-
dants have violated federal laws re-
quiring public participation in federal
pgency decision-making by pursuing
land exchange negotiations involving
ANWR before Congress decides
whether to allow oll and gas develop-
ment in that area and without study-
ing the environmental impact of land
exchanges or providing for public
comment concerning them.

In their co , the coalition has
asked the federal court to enjoin **all
future negotiations and deliberations
mlrrdl.ns the proposed land exchange
unless Congress enacts legislation
opening the area for oil and gas leas-
ing, and until the proper procedures
nre followed., "

**This lawsuil is not directed against
the Native corporations,”” said Robert
Adler of Trustees for Alaska, the al-
tormey who filed the action on behall
of the environmental coalition.

“If Congress ultimately ves oil
and gas development in ANWR, we
have na objections to the Native
urm!m:h:mg involved. _

**The point 15 thal negotiations (o in-
volve Native corporations in oil and

development in ANWER through
und exchanges are promuture becuuse
Congress has not yel approved the
devel nt,” Adler sald. ““The
primary issue before C 5 i what
1o do with the Arctic Coastal Plain,™
he added

The environmenial gmuﬂa fear that
the Department of Interior is using the

Native corporations to pry open the

Coastal Plain to development by nuk-
ing the deal more attractive 1o

L‘nnm.

i Native villages have rejected
the land exchange proposals because
they fieel they are trading lands on

which they have subsistence rights,
guﬂ.mnl:r by luw, for rights 1o y
speculntive oil and gus development, ™
Adler said, "

Also concermed about the isue is the
Rural Alaska Community Action Pro-
gram. Eric Smith, an a for the
organization, said RurALCAP **will
make sure that the affected
sharcholders know what the land ox-
change s are all about.™

He sand RurALCAP is objec-
tive, taking no stance on the land ex-
change proposals,

Interested Native ¢ ions have
nsked the federal court for penmission
to intervene in the lawsuit, Requests
huve been filed by Koniag Inc,,
Akhlok-Kaguyak Inc. and the Native
Lands Group, a partnership formed by
Cook Inlet Region Inc. with 12 other
Nutive corporations from Westemn and
Southcentral Alankn.

Murk Rindner, atiorney for the
Native Lands Group, was critical of
the lawsuit.

“The lawsuil is very premature, the
Nuative groups are just talking to the
federnl government, trying o work
something out that can receive the

blic review required by law and ten

forwarded to Congress,"" he sakd,

“The partics to the negotiations
could decide thut they don’™ like the
terms of the fedetal p Is and
decide that they do not wish 10 pur-

sue lind exchanges, " Rindner added.
““In that case, public review and con-
gressional approval would not be
necessary, '’
'Il!ml’;jrmr mm:z believes **itis
silly for envi Broups to argue
that we should wait until Congress
opens up ANWR and then mfir 1o
federal officials about possible lund ex-
l:h:.n\#ﬂ. As soon as development in
ANWR is approved, everyone will be
in theee, and production will st —
Ihere would be no exchanges for that
reason, '’

Rindoer does not deny that the

ssibility of exchanging valuable

I;Liw il;hultli;nnpmin other i;i::;uiift
refuges for development ¢ n
AN&R might make opening ANWR
1o oil and gs ni mofe alimc-
tive to Congress, But, Rindner u¥s,
“to the extend that there are benefits
o the wildlife refuge system from
opening up ANWR to development,
what is wrong with that?"’

"It is hurd to understand why en-
vironmentalists are objecting to the
land excha negotiations, exc
that they are left out of the process,”
he sald.




