Cowper seeks ways to ease budget cuts

by Gov. Steve Cowper
fim the Tumdm Times

If you've been listening 1o the news
reports from Juncau the past few
manths, you might think the only topic
on people’s minds here s maoney.

This year ﬁwml there's good
h:nsunlmlh.ul Ihtzc rop in workl
oil JJII{'I:H Alaska will tu!l;t! in about
hull as much money this year as we
received last year.

For example, in 1986, the state col-
lected 53,1 billion or about §5,700 per
person. This year, we will receive
about $1.6 billion or abowt $3,000 per
person, and that is projected to drop
gven further to $1.5 billion in 1988,

Just about everyone is having trou-
ble adjusting 1o the lower level of
money. 1've had to propose cuts in
government services [{Hulln'g 27 prr
cent when compared o 1986
everyone is gnmg (o feel the Lhnrlgc
We simply can’t aiford for govern-
ment (0 Alaska to be everything o
everyone, as It has been in the past,

Rural Alnska will not be sparcd

urs for public works projects. But
I*ve been working with the Legislature
1o make the changes casier.

One area where that’s the case s
education. 1've nnew
method of funding schools that is fair
o gll districts. For communities with
Regional Educational Atendance
Arens, the state will continue to pay
the full .osts of education, In urban
areas where there |s a tax base, local
governments will help share the cost
of education.

Another area where rural Alaska

I1'see changes Is in energy and fuel
costs. In 1986, the stume spent $17.6
milllon for rural energy subsidies
through the Power Cost Equalization

l'zmgmn. This year that will drop 10
$11.1 million, _
I've introduced legislation to

‘Even though money
has been gettin
headlines, we re doing a
lot of other things to ad-
dress the needs of rural
Alaska.’

reallocate money under the progrum
in order o avoid huge increases in
power costs for most residentiol
residents, for whom the program was
created in the first place.

Even though money has been get-
ting the headlines, we're doing a lot
of other things 1o address the needs of
rurnl Alaska.

As a resull of the enormous changes
in rural communities over the past few
years, many mral Alnskans feel i lack
of control over their lives. They
believe stronger local governments can
help cormect that, and | agree,

after the Legislature adjourns,
1'll be o hﬁingaiurnl Governance
Council 10 review the problems of
rurtl Alasks and make recommends-
tons 10 me about what we can do 1o
correct them, The council will focus

on stronger forms of ruml government
that can work within the Alaska
Constitution.

The group will be composed of five
residents of rural Alaske and one per-
son cach from my office and the
Department of Communily and
Regional Affairs, | expect the coun-
cil 1o give me pecommendations in
time to introduce “any necessary
legislation next year

Anther area on which I'm 5]::.-m.1ing
a great deal of time is creation of an
econoimic development plan which can
help rural economies.

ere's a new economic climate
developing in Alaska, and I think rural

Alaskans and uullng and regional cor-
imrutinna should be n part of it. My
tisheries " min-cabinet,”” composed of
people from several state depantments,
15 working on a long-range plan in
which some smaller rural fisheries,
especially in Western Alaska, would
be reserved for local people,
There's also a growing market for
some products produced in the rural
areas, and we're putting together a
plan to help promote and sell those

products. Any economic development
plan we adopt will include n stromg
commitment o subsistence

Finally, rurnl Alaskans should know
that they have a direct line to the
povernor's office. My new stal mssis-
ant for rural affairs 15 Rosita Worl,
whom you may know best ns publisher
ol Alaska Narive Magazine. She has
considernble experience in rural
Alnska and will be hundling ruml
issues in my office




