Stevens’ bill would
create AIDS panel

WASHINGTON — Sen. Ted
Stevens recently co-sponsored @
resolution calling on the president o
establish on advisory commission on
AIDS,

Uniler the resolution, the commis-
sion would be charged with maki
recommendations regarding  healt
care finuncing, testing and confiden-
tinlity, the allocation of fands to
federal sgencies and state and local
governments and memstional infor-
mation coordination.

The commission also would study
and evalutate federal nnd state infec-
tious discase laws, particularly those
relating to immigration, discrimination
and linbility.

In addition, the commission would
mike recommendations regarding the
dissemination of information which is
essential in preventing the spread of
the disease, The uion specifies
that the commission should make ef-
fors to develop methods which would
result in the hiestyle changes needed
to stop the spread of AIDS, while wk-
ing into consideration the moral,
ethical and legal issues that have been
raised. ,

“The spread of the highly lethal
AIDS virus has now reached epidemic
proportions,”* Stevens sind. “*AIDS is
the 10th leading cause of death in this
country and is rapidly reaching firsi

lace for males in the 20 (o 39 nge
racket.
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have cantracted AIDS, and 179,000
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ctioms entists
ke the surgeon Fmrhl'l numbers
look conservative,”

In n recent statement, Stevens adkd-
ed that he | concerned about the threat
of the discase 1o members of the na-
tion's military.

“Our serv and women who

are deployed throughout the wotld
face a special risk, and 1 feel we
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