| Editorial |

Support for Doyon, TCC

We're very concerned about recent icidents of young people
in ruril Alaska drinking duplicating Muid in order to “'party " and
get high,

The youths who were involved have suffered tremendously —
physically and emotionally — and we don’t want to bring any more
griel to them or their families by writing about their plight.

But we'd like 1o believe that getting information out about this
panful ncident con only shed some light on the problems of
wlcohol nbuse in rural Aluska, The apparent reason for drinking
a “punch' spiked with the chemicals was s a substitute for
alcohol,

Alcohol abuse and its many mttendunt problems are the top
priority of this newspuper, and we've said before that we will
print as much information on this subject as possible. The dif-
ficulty with alcohol abuse, however, is highlighted by this recent
particular incident, which graphically shows that even going so
far as to bun alcohol does not solve the problem,

Alcohol is an accepted part of life in Western society, and it's
touted as glamorous in a host of ways. It's a sad fact that some
people buy the iden thut drinking can bring something special jn-
to their lives; and it's even sadder when those people feel as if
their lives are empty or lacking in some fundamental way.

We don't have any answers to this particular problem young
people appear 1o be facing, but we'd like to offer our strong sup-
port to Interior Alaska’s Doyon Lid. and the Tanana Chiefs Con-
ference, Both groups recently have decided not to sponsor events
involving alcohol,

We need to find ways to show that alcohol does not have to
be used to enhance activities. It is possible 10 have fun and enjoy
oneself without drinking. _

We'd like to congratulate both Doyon and TCC for leading the
way in this effort.
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