e Predictions on ANWR

(Continusd rom Pags Onae)

said, adding that development could
actually increase the herd size if il
eliminates nuy of the maior predators,

The document to be released is the
final on ANWR by the Fish &
Wildlife Service, required by the
Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servition Act, It is 10 contain & recom-
mendation by Hodel, and it will be us-
ed by Congress in making its decision
on whether to allow leusing in the
refuge.

Murkowski called the repon
“positive,”" and he said it will show
thit il development can be compati-
ble with wildlife protection,

He also discussed the issue of
Aluskn Nutive ons exchang-
ing surface rights of lands in other
parts of Aluska' for oll rights in the
refuge. He said Native corporations
will have to work together 10 come up
with a consensus on how the swa

with the federal government should
handled and w possible revenues
ined from oil development should

¢ shared with other MNative

unmu-nm
t Murkowski stressed that the

issue of land gwaps ghould not stand
in the way of deciding whether 10 open
the refuge.

As for support in Congress for
opening the refuge, Murkowski said
he does not see efforts by environmen-

tnlists and others to keep u clamp on
the refuge gaining support. Also, he
said concerns about U, S,

on foreign grude oil supplies will pro-

bably encourage many in Congress 1o
gel behind opening the refuge.

Murkowski also discussed 1991
legistalion currently under considers-
tion in the Senate to extend restrictions
on the sale of Nalive corporation
stock. He said he will not support the
bill in the form that it was when i
pussed the House earlior this spring.

“The type of bill we (the Senate)
drafted lust ime will be pursved again
this {cm‘." he said. Last year, 1991
legislation also passed the House, but
fost Native support after numerous
changes were made in the Senote.

Murkowski said among his specific
concerns in the House version of the
bill are that the means of dealing with
dissenters” rights — those who want
to sell their stock after 1991 — are
“unworkable' and “impractical. "

Murkowski also noted that Hodel
hias stuted his opposition to the bill Tor
two years, and that the senator believes
the president would veto the bill if the
secretary urged him 1o do so,

“The secretary is convinced the
rights of the individual Natives must
be protected,’” he said,

Murkowski also stressed that there
must be a consensus within the Alaskn
Native community before the bill can
be passed.

He said he expects heanngs to be
Imf#l on 'h;d Sﬁmn:mh:arslm of the bill
n May, n i represen-
wtives of the Aluska rution of
Natives cun meet with Hodel this
week.



