ame Board decides subsistence

priority in 236 game proposals

by Joan Nockels
for the Tundis Thmes

Members of the Alnskn Board of Game [ast
week determined subsistence priority in 236
proposals, setting reglonal and area game
e ulllllli;mn.

y decision mibde n ech proposal was
whether & rura) community or ares residents
used the game resource in a traditional and
customary manner. For example, people
allowed to tnke part in the Game ement
Subunit 200B) subsistence moose hunt include
rural residents of subunit 2008) — Tanana and
Nenuna.

Although the board used o set of eight
criteria listed in the new subsistence law 1o
determine customary and traditional use, one
of the bourd members disagreed with the
eriterin systom,

Sidney Huntington said thul subsistence
designations based on the eight criterin an no
what the Aluskn Nattonal Interest Lands Con-
servation At promised. He smd that with an
influx in rural populations, the customary and
tradditional vse designotions may nol serve the
comimunity they were sel up (o serve —
Aluska Nutives

The eight criteria include: a long-term, con:
sistent pattern of use: i use pattern recurring
in specific seasons; methods or means of
harvest that are efficient and economic; a
redsonable accessibility 1w o resource from the
user's residence; @ traditional means for
handling, preparing snd storing & resource,
a handing of knowledge of hunting skills
between generations; i sharing or communal
distribution of the tike; and o use pattern
which provides cconomic. cultural and nutri:
tiomal needs.

wstomary and traditional use of game wos
dicided for those species specificly address-
ed In the proposuls the board considered.

"*All cirtleria are fairly casy to document, '
said Brenda Johnson, board chairman.
think ure excellent mnd usable,”

Larri Spengler, nssistan sforpey ral -

nss 1o the Boards of Fisherics and Game,
said the Game Board need not apply the eight
eriterin ns a checklist, but a5 pan ol o
weighing process instead. For example, if
fulfillment of one critera is “completely lack-
ing,"* she said, it may be a factor. Bul if

wnother significant critenia » pronunent, i
muy outwelgh that absenge, ™

Thas is important when deciding costomary
mu:imﬂilimml use for intnaduced species, she
saidl.

The process ol making subsisience deier
minations throughouot the staie for sll game
resources v expected o ke three o four
years (o fine une

Before addressing cach proposal, the board
decided which rural residents have & proven
custombiry and traditionul use of the game a
proposal regulates. Determinutions are bas-
ed on information the Alaska Department of
“ish & Came Subsistence Division, local Ad
?im’mmlltﬂ representatives and boand
me themselves provide.

Subsistence designutions will be listed in (he
hunting regulutions book availuble w0 the
public in about 12 weeks.

While the criterin and the public process
may be one means for defining subsistence
cligibility, budget constraints ard lack of com
munity knowledge of the subsistence ¢ligibili
ty process may be drawhacks,

The bourd often has 1o make subsistence use
designations without sdequate duta. Johnson
suid that in these instnces, all seven board
members  bring  expertise  and  personal
knowledge of game resource use, allowing
them to make effective decisions

Board member Nick Juckson and Johnson,
however, are comcerned aboul the resction of
those communities that — for lack of dats —
were designated ns having no custolsry and
traditionnl use ol a resource.

“There will be people who have felr Jelt
out, bul they don’t hive w be lelt our,”
Johnson said. *It may take extra effon in this
arca so that any communities left oul know
they can come back o us."’

The Subsistence Diviston budget has been
cut by a third over a two-year period since
Fiscal Year 1986, thereby limiting the amount
of resedarch the stalT can undertake.

Because of those cuis, Johnson said rural
people must ke an betive part in the advisary
commitiee System,

At the sume time, officials said that since
%mm- populstions levels are sustainable, the

dme Board has extended season and bag
limits for subsistence and general hunts in this
sersion more than restricitng them




