Fan formation of teams

Inuit use dogs for hunting, fun

by Panrnannguag Koponen
bk the Tuslra Tineses
SISIMIUT, GREENLAND — So
far, I've ended up going on short dog-
sled trips — about four hours — but
us the sunshine floods back, 11l gei

more experience,

The stant oft, once hamessed up, has
the same frantic charge as several
memorable occasions back home in

Alaska, Only here in Sisimiut we stan
up i hard-packed city street with on-
ly @ |-inch-thick rope 10 step on as a
hrake.

Two people really are essentinl: one
on sled and brake, one running in front
with the whip 1o fend the dogs back
and 1o yell warning to kids and old
folks toddling along our path to jump
out of the way.

The sled is not made for standing a1
the helm, as the runners do ol extend
hack behind the uprights, nor are the
cﬁﬂuh“ built o withstand any wren-

ing forces or heavy leaning.

A.n S00n as it is foreseen that we no

er need the brake, we run abreast
sled until we can make o fying
Il:up onto il Two caribou hides are
1o its broaed flat seat for easier

landing and warmth.

If we uren’t fast enough — or the
dogs slow enough — o jump onboard,
we must keep pace with a hand or twe
on the stanchion. In our case, though,
our dovs haven't been that fast.

It's (nostly o problem, then, when
we've got fresh snow to wade through
beside the trail, or at the very start
when the dogs are fresh and don't want
o make the requested wirns. Mi-ili
means turn (o the right. Yuw-yuu
means to the left, Both are enforced
by the crack of the whip at the dogs”
- other nide.

Some teams are obedient enough to
navigate un-habitual moutes on com-
mand, But some, like ours, just as

often necessitate a mad mce up front

by the dog driver, where he cracks the
Whil:ll i front where all the dogs can
e 0.

| was surprised, though, on the well
traveled sled trunk tradl oul of town 1
see meeting teams pass each other
without mipgling, The rule is to keep
to the right, as car traffic does.

You may already know about the
fan formation of teilms here, oy b
ed to the file of pairs used in Alaskn
and much of Canada. This means that
in fresh snow all dogs have 1o break
treail all the way, and it wouldn®t work
well at all along wooded truils,

Alsao, as the dogs are free to swiich
from sitle w side, the traces can get
vug;!lnnglud.

r leam I8 new. as sonicone shol
Akkati's dogs last summer, so they
haven't found their mast comforable
positions and cause us (o stop to un-
tangle the traces about once an hour.
But n more experienced team probably
would require it only at the end of the

day.

flnungling the lines is much casier
than 1 anticipated: Each line ends in
a srnmll knot and all are in a slipknot
It is easy to unslip them and shake oul
of unbraid them from the short end.

This arrangement is invaluable for
those who hunt, pul.lrhuu wllh
The driver can very quitkl IF
miany or all the mchm !hc bear,
tire it and bring it 10 bay,

There are no polar bears in this area
just north of the Arctic Circle on the

west coust, though, There are cariboy
inland, some foxnes and hares wnd ptar-
migan. But most life is in or on the
sea: seuls, fish, scabirds.

The dog harnesses are jost the same
as in Alaska, made these days of nylon
webbing, ther accessories ore
similur, though Alaskans don't use the
whip.

People here stunt practicing with the
whip when they re Tittle Kids, amd they
can be very precise. It is usually cu
in one 10- o 12-foot-long picce from
witlrus hide, about Y -inch wide, amd
tied 1o the end of a 2-foot Jong stick
It entforces instructions (o the dogs ol
when, where and how to travel and
how intimuite 1o be with each other

Dags here very rarely are provided
with houses and are not cooked for as
in Alnska. Muny get & 100 percent raw
meat and fat diet, though some may
get more leftovers,

Greenlandic dogs are furrier thun
many Alaskan :-.I-:njI dogs, and cenain-
ly bigger than our sprint racers, bu
nn the whole less care is taken of their

IF There are free-roaming dogs
he year in all northern towns.
H-:lw-:vr:r there is ot the cross
hreeding with other tvpes as in Alaska,
as it is forbidden o import non-
Greenlundic dogs.
wlly farther north, many In-
uit sl use dogs 1o make their living
by hunting. But around here, while we
may use them for hunting, (oo, most
ly people mush dogs for the relief of
getting out of wwn, for fum and meing



