
Andrus Announces New Schedule for OCS Oil and Gas Lease Sales
Secretary of the Interior CecilCecil-

D
Cecil-

DD . Andrus announced lastJast weekweek-

aa new planning schedule forfor-

oil

for-

oiloil and gas lease sales on thethe-

outer
the-

outerouter
,
continental shelf (OCS )

for thethetheperiodperiod 1979 through
1981.. ""InIn AlaskaAluka the long-

range
long-

range
long-

range
long-long-

range schedule picks up thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposed October 1977 sale inin-

the
in-

thethe Lower Cook Inlet , thusthus-
showing

thus-
showingshowing six salessaJes proposed forfor-

Alaskan
for-

AlaskanAlaskan waters through 1981 ,"
said Edward J . HoffmannItoffmann ,. man-

ager
manman-¬.-

ager , Alaska OCSOS Office .

Supplementing the revisedrevised-

schedule
revised-

scheduleschedule for 1977 and 19781978-
which

1978-
whichwhich was issued by the Sec-

retary
SecSec-¬.-

retary May J177 , 1977 ,. the new

r.

schedule calls for five saJes-

in
salessaJessales-

Inin 1979 , four in 1980 ,. and sixsix-

in
six-

inin 1981..

""BecauseBecause of the critical imim-

portance
irt-

iportance
im-imirti-irti¬-

portance of sound developmentdevelopment-
ofof the OCS to assist in meetingmeeting-
our

meeting-
ourour domestic energy needs ,"
Andrus said ,. ""thethe planningplanning-

schedule
planning-

scheduleschedule has been prepared inin-

close
in-

closeclose consultation with the afaf-

fected
af-

fected
af-af¬-

fected coastal states and takestakes-
Into

takes-
intointo account the comments rere-

ceived
reore-rereo-

ceived
¬-

ceived from them and from lo-

cal
lolo-lolo-

cal
-¬-

cal governments , industindustry , enen-

vironmental
en-

vironmental
en-en¬-

vironmental groups and ' otherother-
interested

other-
interestedinterested parties . "

There is approximatelyapproximatelyaPfroXimately a three-
year

three-
year

three-
year

three-three-

year intervalinterV3 between the first

sales in a frontier ..ireairea.utautaarea and sub-

sequent
sub-

sequent
subsub-¬-

sequent salessaJes intoset the same geo-

logic
geo-

logic
geogeo-¬-

logic provincepro\'incepro'inceince\' . Andrus saidsaid-

that
said-

thatthat this interval would pro-
vide

propro-¬.-

vide for an orderly level of acac-

tivity
ac-

tivity
ac-ac¬-

tivity for both exploration andand-

development
and-

developmentdevelopment and permit the useuse-

of
use-

ofof exploratory results for oneone-

sale
one-

salesale in making tract selectionsselections-
for

selections-
forfor a later salesaJe .

""DevelopmentDevelopment of several of thethe-

frontier
the-

frontierfrontier areas in the OCS off thethe-

coast
the-

coastcoast of Alaska , such as thethe-

Beaufort
the-

BeaufortBeaufort Sea , pose significant-
technologic

signifaca1-
ttechnologic

significantsignifaca1t!
technologic challenges ,. (Itt waswas-

decided
waswas-

decjdeddecideddecjded: to offer leases in thesethese-
areas

these-
areasareas with the understandingunderstanding-
thatthat we will proceed with these

sales only if there is eXlsllng-
technology

existingeXlsllngexisting-
technologytechnology for exploratory opop-

erations
op-

erationserations and ittt. is reasonable 10-

assume
to10to-

assumeassume that technologytethnology for dede-

velopmeni
de-

velopmeni
de-de¬-

velopmentvelopmeni operaoperationslions will bebe-

available
be-

availableavailable at the appropriateapproprtate timeumttime-

Further
umt-

FurtherFurther safeguards exist afterafter-
the

after-
thethe lease salesaJe inan thatthai there is aa-

separale
a-

separateseparateseparale approval process forfor-

both
for-

bothboth the exploratory and thethe-

development
the-

developmentdevelopment phase . I believebelieve-
this

believe-
thisthis isas the bestbesl approach toto-

speeding
to-

speedingspeeding OCS developmentdevelopment-
while

development-
whilewhile maintainingmaintainmg the necessarynecessary-
safeguards

necessary-
safeguardssafeguards since availabilityavaiJabihty ofof-

leased
of-

leasedleased acreage should provideprovide-
the

provide-
thethe greatest incentive for rapidrapid-
development

rapid-
developmentdevelopment of the needed

.".technologytechnolog)The schedule proposes the lotInltot ,schedulerroposesrroposes
lowinglowang timingtlmang 0ofofsalessalessale-

s1979No
sale-

s1979No salestt.

1979-No1979No1979.No1979No1979--No . 449<.--.- MidMad AtlanticAtlanul .

February ., No 48 Southern t( al-

i

al-

ifornia
al-al-. ,

..forOlaforOlaiforniai forma ., June . No 588 ., GulfLullGullLullotof-

Mexico
otofot-

MexICoMexico ., July ., No S454 ., SouthSouth-
AtlanticBlake

South-
AtlanuAtlanuAtlantic-BlakeAtlanticBlake<: -..Bl.1keBl.1keBl1ke. Plateau ., NoveinNovetnNovernNovern-
ber

Novetn-
berber ; Federal-StateFederalStateFtderaJ-5tateFtderaJ5tate-- Beaufort Sea .

Decemberlkcernber .,

I1980-No1980No980-No980-.-- . 55 N E GulfGulfofof AlAIAl-

aska
Al-Al.-

aska ., June ., No . 62 GulfGulfofofof-

MexICo
of-

MexicoMexico ,. August., No 46 KodKodiakk .,

October ; No . 52 North AllanAtlanAtlan-
tic

Atlan-Atlan-.
tic ,. November .

11981-No1981No98 11No--NoNo . 53SJ Central-NCentralNCentraJ.NCentraJN-. ((''alal''- al
a-l'a- lContinuedalal-

Continued

.

(Continued onOft page 112)-

A

12112)12ZJ)

A-'



Andrus . . .
( Continued from pagepege 1)11)-

Ifornia

1)-

ifornia

)

ifornia , February ; No . 60 CookCook-
Inlet

Cook-
InletInlet , March ; No . 56 SoSouthth AtAt-

lantIc
At-

lantic
At-At¬-

lantic , April ; No . 59 Mid AtAt-

lantic
At-

lanuc
At-At¬-

lanticlanuc , August ; No . 66 GulfGulfofofof-

MexIco
of-

MexicoMexico , September ; No . 5757-

BeringNorton
57-

BeringNortonBering-NortonBeringNorton- , December .


