
rrEditorialEditorial -
I3 Let'sLets' Clear the AirAirI-

nIn the last couple of weeks , several readers have expressed dis-

pleasure

dis-

pleasure
disdis-¬-

pleasure with our coverage of the proposed ban on bowhead whalewhale-

hunting
whale-

huntinghunting by Alaska Natives . They indicated we had unfairly accusedaccused-

conservationISts

accused-

conservationistsconservationists of supporting the whaling ban when in fact thesethese-

Interests
these-

interestsinterests are all for subsistence hunting by Natives .

We regret any misunderstanding that may have been created byby-

the

by-

theihethe article . As we indicated in a lengthy story on conservationistsconservationists-
lastlast monmonth1 , some are indisputably supportive of Native interests ,

oothers1ers ,. justlust as clearly , are not..

We must stand by our original assertion in the whaling story thatthat-
highly

that-
highlyhighly placed environmentalists in the Carter administration , andand-

thethe1e FFriendsnends of the Earth , are working to keep the United States fromfrom-

protesting
from-

protestingprotesting the ban on whaling handed down by the InternationalInternational'-
halmg

International-
Whaling\Whaling\\'halmg'halmghalmg' Commission ; we stick by the story because in weighing thethe-

mfonnatJon
the-

tnformationinformationmfonnatJontnformation we have , and the sources of that informationinformation.weinformationwe,.,...wewe findfmdfind-

the
fmd-

thethe soursourcee that said there were conservationist forces working toto-

support
to-

supportsupport the ban most reliable .

We are most willing , however , to clarify other statements in thethe-

story
the-

storystory which may have caused distress or confusion . First , we acac-

knowledge
ac-

knowledge
ac-ac¬-

knowledge that several Alaskan and national environmental groupsgroups-
are

groups-
areare actively seeking to revoke the whaling ban . Four of these groupsgroups-
signed

groups-
signedsigned a Ielettert ter to this effect which was published in this paper . TheyThey-

are
They-

areare Trustees tor Alaska , the Wilderness Society , Alaska Center forfor-

the
for-

thethe :EnvironmentlnVlTonment and the Fairbanks Environmental Center..

Before the landlandclaimsclaims act was passed , many conservationists opop-

posed
op-

posed
op-op¬-

posed Native groups because they felt the act would be detrimentaldetrimental-
toto the "National"IatlUnalIatlUnal interest inmto preservingpresemng large amounts of land in AlaskaAlaska-
lor

Alaska-
tortorlor ttheirheir ssceniceOlC , scientific and recreational values . Since passage ofof-

the
of-

thethe aLactaptt ., some groups have not stopped grumbling . Others have bebe-

Lome

be-

Lome

be-be¬-

comeLome far more reasonable about traditionaltradltionaJ Native uses of the landland-

.md
land-

and.and.mdmd have even come around to the idea of NativeNauve people using snow-

machines
snow-

machines
snow-

machmes
snow-snow-

machinesmachmes in the pursuit of game for subsistence purposes . TheThe-

Fnends
The-

FnendsFriendsFnends of the EarthEarthISis one of these groups .

A memorandum to interested parties in Alaska by a WashingtonWashmgtonWashington-
staffer

Washmgton-
stafferstaffer of FriendsFrtends of the Earth warningwarnmg that the [Houselouse Subcommit-
tee

SubcommitSubcommit-¬.-

tee on Wildlife Conservation and FisheriesFlshenes was havinghavmg trouble unun-

derst
un-

derstanding
un-un¬-

derstderstandingandmg what subsistence is all about illustrates this generalgeneral-

Lonce

genera-

lonceLonceonceconcernrnrn-

"We
concern"We.'""WeWe.We made the point that our refuge proposals are closely inter-

twined
mter-

twmed
intermter-mterinter- ¬-

twinedtwmed with protection for subsistence We made lots ofofotherotherother-

points
other-

pomtspointspomts as well., but we were not at all sure about how well they pen-

et
pen-

etrated
penpen-¬-

etetratedrated tthehe staffs understandingunderstandmg of this criticalwtical issue . Now it'sits'' youryour-
turn

your-
turnturn Good luck I hope this helps We are very concerned that thethe-

SubcommIttee
the-

SubcommitteeSubcommittee might mark up a bill which does not give subsIStence-
the

subsistencesubsistence-
thethe protection it needs We cannot afford to let this happen .

"
This wouldwouldseemseem to clear tltiltthe Fnends of the Earth of the chargecharge-

made
charge-

mademade by our source that FOEFOEISis workingworkmg to support the whalingwhaling-
ban

whaling-
banban However , at the riskriskofof drawingdrawmg too fine a line , we wouldwoutd pointpomtpoint-
out

pomt-
outout that the whaling issue , and the dd-2d2- issue , which was the subjectsubject-
ofof the memorandum quoted aboveabuve , are by no means the samesame-

Because
same-

Because
same-

Bel.3useBecauseBel.3useBel3use. environmental protectionprotelton: ! has become a highly politicalpolitical-
concernconcernonccrn and has taken on all the trappings of the political worldworld-
we

,

we are simply fearful that some environmentalists may be saying onon-

thing
oneone-

thmg
e

thingthmg (don'tdontfdon'tfdont' stop the whaling ) and doing anotheranuther ((lobbyinglobbymg (Carte-
to

CartelCartearterarter-

to
r

to acceptaLLept the ban )

We must rnsinsistst that we have not singled out FnendsFriends of the EartEart-

bur

EarthEarth-

tor
h

torbur attackattaLk We have slatedstated that to the best ofofourour knowledge , thaithatthat-

organllatlOn
that-

urganvationorgam/ationorgamationorganllatlOnurganvation/ appears to be playingplaymg political peek-a-boopeekaboo- - If true , thi-

is

thisthithIS-

I

s
sal

Iis regretregrettable! able , even though we are certainly aware that the politic-
game

politicalpoliticpolitical-
game

al

game makesmdkes strangers out of friends and requires sacrificessacnfices of pur-

integrlty

purepurpure-

mtegnt
e

integritymtegntintegrlty> fromtromtram anyonednyone who expectsexpeds to winwmwin-

Nonetheless

win-

Nonetheless"Nonethelessonctheles ,. we would welcomewekome assurances from any organuatio-
that

orgam/atiororgamatiororganv.atlollorganvatlollorganuatioorganv.atloll-
that

./ n
that they are truly and firmlyflnnly behindbehmd Alaska Natives on the bowbow-

head
.

head issue By the same token , we would welcome any hones-
straightforward

honesthoneshonest-
str

t
strstraightforwardughltorward statement of disagreement with the Native positposit-
ion

.

ion In the interests of maintainingmalntalnmg a good workingworkmg relatJonshirelationshirelationshi-
between

relationshipp
between Natives andandwnservatlomstsandconservationistsconservationistswnservatlomsts ofofanyany stripe , we feel everyevery-

effort
every-

efforteffort should be made to keep the air cleardear ofofconfusionconfusion and mismlsmis-

trust
mls-

trusttrust That is our goal , and wewehope'-'hopehope-hope others willwillconsiderconsider makingmakmg ii-

their
III-

Itheirtheir goal asciS well We appreciateapprcllate: the helphelpofotofofourour readers in achiev-

ing

aclucvachlevachiev
ing109 itIIit-

Conservationists
it-

ConservationistsIIonscrvallumst(Conservationistsonscrvallumst <; should notnulnut behe afraid to acknowledgeatknowledge itIf and whe-

they
wherwhewher-

they
n

they part ways with Natives on environmentalenvironmentalIssuesissues Alaska NaNa-

Lives

Na-

tlveslivestlves have learned well that local or regional differencesdlffercnces over somsomesome-

issues

<<

issuesIssue, do notnut mean the endendofofofotherother important alhantes-
JRR

alliancesalhantesalliances-
JRR

alliances-
JRRJRR


