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OneOpe of the most pressing-

issues
pressingpressing-

issues
pressi g

issues : RuralRuraleducationeducationeducationO-

neOne of the state'sstates' most , pressing issues involvininvolvinfinvolvinginvolving-

education
involvinf-

education
J

education continues to languish in legal and economieconomiceconomic-
arguments

economic-
argumentsarguments : the Molly Hootch case , a plea by bush .

parentparentsparents-
that

parent-
that

;

that secondary schools establish in rural villages for theitheirtheirtheir-

children
their-

children
r

children .

For the most part , high school students from ruraruralrurarural-
Alaska

rura-

Alaska
I

Alaska - estimated to be about 3,0003000, youngsters - artareareare-

required
are-

requiredrequired to leave their homes and be placed in boardinjboardingboardintboarding-
homes

boardint-
homes

J"
homes or dormitories to obtain classroom instruction ,..

Otherwise.otherwise. , they must subscribe to correspondence coursescoursecourses-
to

:.

to meet state educational standards .

The state clingsclin to this system despitedespite-
overwhelming

despite-
overwhelmingoverwhelming documentation that it impedes thithethethe-

students
the-

students
e

students ' education and disrupts their family life ancandand-

culture
and-

culture
1

culture .
After all , would any of us in Anchorage toleratetolerate-

system
aa-

system

;

system that forces us to send our children away for mmmm-

months
ninenintnine-

months
nint-

months
e

months each year to attend high school ? We think not..

l1 liehe Historylustory otof triethe case clearly shows it is tar trorrtromfromtrom-
over

from-
over

)

over despite an Alaskan Supreme Court ruling last yeaiyearyear-
which

year-

which
r

whichwhichrejectedrejected one of the plaintiffsplaintiff's' arguments . In thaithatthat-

op
that-

opinion
t

opinionop nion , the court warned it wouldn'twouldnt' hesitate tctoto-

mtervene
tc-

intervene
)

intervenemtervene it students ' rights and equal treatment were noinotnot-
forthcoming

not-
forthcoming

t
forthcoming . And it endorsed a legislative solution for thethe-

pressing
the-

pressing
-

pressing problem .
'

In a dissent by then Chief Justice Jay Rabinowitz .,,

practical answers were supplied : the availability oiofof-

elemen.tar.y
ofof-

elementary
f

elementaryelemen.tar.yelementar.y. . schoolchoot, , facilitiesrac\1rac1\ 1i s ,wherewlwrewhere secondary instructioninstructionc-
ou'Jd

instruction-
could

1;

couldcou'JdcouJd' bebe'suppliedbesupplied' supplied , and the useuse ofdf progrdmmddprogr mmed texts ' '

andand-
television

and-
television

1

television (via satellite ) for instructionins.truction. . Moreover , the-

operating
thethe-

operating
'

operating costs for rural high schoolsschoolsschoolsundoubtedlyundoubtedly wouldwould-
be

would-
be

1

be comparableconparablecon\con\. parable to the present perper\perperstudent!\ student cost of thethe-
boarding

the-

boarding
,
boarding program since the student'sstudentsstudenfs' family could beajbearbeatbear-

living

beat-

livingliving accommodation costs , according to RabinowitzR.abinowitz.
.

Further court tests are open to plaintiffs ,. BecauseBecause-
OJ

Because-
of

e

oiOJof mattnat , methe state wouiuwOUJUwoutu iixelIKCuxe to settle methe case swntiySWHUYswiftly . K1-o1o11o-

do
.()- )

do so .thethe., Hammond Administration has asked thethe-
legislature

the-
legislaturelegislature to authorize the sale of $2020$ millionrnill on in statestate-

general
state-

generalgeneral obligation bonds toward partial settlement in thethe-

Hootch
the-

ldootchBootchHootchldootch , case . 1'he1hel'helhe1''he money would be used lortorfor constructionconstruction-
of

1

of rural high schools . \
'
:

Certainly , there is only expenseexpense , risk ,
.
and hardshiphardship-

if
)

if the case is languish .

The legal costs are obvious .

The risk jsis that the'the,' state could lose the case in-

court
inin-

court
1

court , and should that happen , the supreme court mightmight-

intervene
might-

intervene
t

intervene , putting the courts in the business of education .

That is what has happened in Boston .,. in the controversialcontroversial-
busing

controversial-
busing

I

busing issue . Finally there is the hardship : why should thethe-

state
the-

statestate continue a systemsyst m of educationeducatiol1 which is knows isis-

harmful
is-

harmful
s

harmful to a substantial group of citizens on the meremere-

chance
mere-

chance

""

chance that it might prevailprjvail!;: in court
courtThe

?
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