
, Storm-drivenStormdrivenStorrit
,

--driven waveswavwavss and high
,

windswinds-
teartear at Alaska'sAlaskas' coastlinecoastline .

Storm-drivenStormdriven- waves and highhig/ihigihigi-
winds

high-

winds /winds tear at 'Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's' ' coastline ,

chewing away at shore-sideshoresideshoreside-
villages

shoreside-
villages

-

villages . InlandInla.nd. , powerfulpowerfulriverriverriver-

curre
river-

currentscurrentscurre ts , seasonally strengthenedstrengthened-
with

strengthened-
withwith huge chunks of ice , erodeerode-

the
erode-

thethe mud and gravel banks.

In a few yearsyea'rstime-sometimesyea'rstimeyearstimesometimesyea'rstimesometimes-
witJ

years' time-sometimestimesometimestimesometimes-
within

-
withinwitJ n a few months , acres ofof-

comniunity
of-

communitycommunitycomniunity land fall victim to thethe-

greedy
the-

greedygreedy waters and disappear .

TraditionallyTraditionallythe-thethe'the-'
,
the harassed

,

villagers simplys plY' movedmovecJmoved-movedinland.- inland aa-

bit
a-

bitbit only to face the problem againagain-

asas the waters workedw rked their ravagesravages-

on
ravages-

onon the land .,

Accustomed to living close toto-

the
to-

thethe sea and on river banksbank-
simportant

bank-
simportantimportant to them forfor-

subsistence
for-

subsistencesubsistence and transportation ,
'

the people are loath to abandonabandon-
familiar

abandon-
familiarfamiliar sites , bases for theirtheir-

hunting
their-

huntinghunting and fishing .

More recently , Native groupsgroups-

have
groups-

havehave turned to the Corps ofof-

Engineers
of-

EngineersEngineers for.adviceforadvicefo'radviceforadvice'
., and possiblepossible-

assistance
possible-

assistanceassistance in combating thisthi-
srepetitive

thi-
srepetitiverepetitive problem . In pastpas-
tmonths

pas-
tmonthsmonths , the Corps ' AlaskaAlaska-

District
Alaska-

DistrictDistrict has responded to sevenseven-

such
seven-

suchsuchsuchrequestsrequests .

Three came from the coastlinecoastline-
communities

coastline-
communitiescommunities of Port Heiden ,
ShismarShismareff .andand. Mekoryuk ,, andand-

others
and-

othersothers from the villages of Anvik ,

Ugashik , EmmonakEmrnonak andd HusliaHuslia-

located
Huslia-

locatedlocated adjacentadjac nt to destructivedestructive-
inland

destructive-
inlandinland streams .

Engineers have visited thethe-

villages
the-

villagesvillages to examine damages andand-

investigate
and-

investigateinvestigate threatened areas .

Their findings have been studiedstudied-
in

studied-
inin the District office andand-

consideration
and-

considerationconsideration given to possiblepossible-

Corps
possible-

CorpsCorps projects that may offeroffe-
rsolution

offe-
rsolutionsolution to the villagers '
problems .

Although Federal projectsprojects-
cannot

projects-
cannotcannot be recommendedrecornrnendedbecauserecornrnendedbecause-
cost

, becausebecause-

costcost wouldwo ld far exceed the value ofof-

benefits

of-

benefitsbenefits , the District has providedprovided-

recommendations
provided-

recommendationsrecommendations for self-helpselfhelpselfhelp-
projects

selfhelp-
projects

---
projects .

Basic structural designs havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen drawndra wn by the Corps to helpheJpheJp-

local
hejp-

locallocallocalresidentsresidents constructconstconstructu t theirtheir-

own
their-

ownown erosion control devices . TheThe-

District
The-

DistrictDistrict , in addition , has offered'offeredbffer'offered-

the
' dd-

thethe technical services of '
itsits-

engineers
its-

engineersengineers to assistassistandassist-andassistand-andand'and-' guide thethe-

coriective
the-

correctivecorrective1coriective\coriectivecorrectivecoriectivew\' wo'rkworkw ' rk when it begins .

AAtspecialAspecial.specialspecial
.,

request for assistanceassistance-
came

assistance-
camecame to the Corps via the StateState-

Division
State-

DivisionDivision of Parks ._ The historichistoric-
DyeapyeayeaDyea[) Indian Cemetery located onon-

the
on-

thethe banks off the Taiya RiverRivernearRivernear-
Skagway

nearnear-

SkagwaySkagway ;;! hash s been severelyseverely-

endangered
severely-

endangeredbyendangeredbyendangered ,by erosionrosin() :;.

In the past five years the riverriver-

has
river-

hashas
.
eaten.eateneateni' itsitswayway some 250 feetfeet-

toward

feet-

towardtoward thethegraveyard',
graveyard ; .less than

. I

that distancedistanye remains betweenbewcenbewcen-
the

between-
the

(

the barikba1\kba1kbank\ andJ1d the nearest grave .

,
The DistrictD trict has recommendedrecommended-
thethe placementpl cement of protectiveproteprotetivetive rockrock-

groins
rock-

groinsgroins through joint State andand-

Federal
and-

FederalFederal action .

A similar situation regardingregarding-

erosion
regarding-

erosionerosion at the historic city ofof-

Eagle
of-

EagleEagleEagle-Eaglenear,,.'- neafneatnear the internationalinternational-
border

international-
borderborder on the Yukon River , is

'

being investigatedinvesti ted .


