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, (From The LAND )
"ReindeerReindeer"Reinde'er"" ' " immediatelymrnediately

bringsbririgsmrnediatelybririgsimmediatelybringsa rorilanticrOr1tanticromantic image"
intointQintQ-

most
into-

most
,

most people'speoplespe9ple' minds-minds.minds-.mindsmindsDaricerl1dsDaricer.mindsDancer.mm.. l1ds-l1ds- DaricerDancer ,.

PranceriPrancPrancerr, Donner and 'BlitzenBlitzen', ,.
flying throughthto glr the air withwitJ1witJ1-

Sa'nta's
with-

Santa'sSanta'sSantasSa'nta's
'

'
' sleigh , "RudolphRudolph" withwith-

rus
with-

hishisrus 'MseMsenose so bright.. . . ,.". andand-
visions

and-
visionsvisions of graceful animalsanim'als

'

gentlygently.-
t

gently-
tended.ttquiettundra.
tended<:'nde'dnded

' '

by a Jierderherder onort the quietquiet-

tundratundratundra .

TheTherealityThe'reatity-realityreality'reatityreatity-' can be shattering .

ForFo those who raise ,.
.-
herd

h-
erd., herd ,.

slaughtersl ughter
,

.'
,andandCIIandsellsellCII$ ,

reindeer toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide
,

an economiceconomeconomicc base forfor-

survival
for-

survivalsurvival ,. their life is a'toughtougha-tougha'toughandatoughand'- andand-
spartan

and-
spartanspartan existance by anyany-
standards

any-
standardsstandards . The reindeer herderherder-
wages

herder-
wageswages a constantcOrlstaniconstant battle 'againstagainst'againstagainst'against-

cold

' gaganstnstnst-

Coldcold , 'snowsnow''snow and ice in thethe-the-
wintertime

'-

winter-timewintertimewinter.timewintertime-. ,. mosquitoes andand-
some

and-
somesome ,, ofQf. the toughest walkingwalkngwalkng-
terrain

walking-
terrain

!

terrain in the worldwrld during "'

'

summer *,
,

HeH fightspredatorsfifisfightss,_ predatorstpredatorspredatorsthis
,, his allotedallote-

drangeiea.. range"arearangearearangrangeieafea" isishugeis.huge., huge , and he is hishis-

own
his-

ownown butcher and salesman .

DespiteDespi e the hardships , there areilreilre-
a

are-

aa number of Native AlaskansAlaskans-
willing

AlaskansAlaskans-

willingwilling to be reindeer herdherd-
operators

herd-
operatorsoperators .

Reindeer , not native to NorthNorth-
America

North-
AmericaAmerica ,. werewere introduced intointo-
Alaska

into-
AlaskaAlaska to supply the coastal

Natives
,

with a dependableddependable-
.source'of

pendablependable.-
sour.soursour. .sourc'e.ofsource.ofsourceof.source'of.sourceof'e

'
.,' of ,, meat.. Largely throughthrough-

the
through-

thethe ..effortsefforts.efforUefforUeffortt of Dr .. SheldonSheldon-
Jacksor1

Sheldon-
JacksonJacksorlJacksor1Jackson ,. a missionaryissionary." , 12801280-
head

1280-
headhead , ofofreindeerreindeer werfewerewere-

introduced
were-

introducedintroduced into Alaska fromfrom-
Siberia

from-
SiberiaSiberia between 1892 and 1902 ..

Lapp herders were brought toto-

Alaska
to-

AlaskaAlaska to teach Native herdersherders-

the
herders-

thethe techniques of successfulsuccessful-
reindeer

successful-
reindeerreindeer husbandry .

industrynourishedindustryflourishedThe reindeer 'industryindustry',

flourishednourished in Alaska , and .inin., in
I1232<? 32 ,. the population waswas-

estimated
was-

estimatedestimated at over 600,000600000600,000-
animals

600,000-
animals

,
animals . Herds were distributeddistributed-
throughout

distributed-
throughoutthroughout the coastal area fromf'rfr'from-
the

rn,.
the Alaskan Peninsula to BarrowBarrow-
'in

Barrow-
'in'inin' the north .

After some non-NativenonNativenonNative-
ownersl1ip

nonNative-
ownership

-
'-

of
o- f'

ownershipownersl1ip of deer forfor-

commercial
for-

commercialcommercial purposes , thethe-
Reindeer

the-
Reindeer

the-
Reindeer-ReindeerReindeer- Act was passed byby-

Congress
by-

CongressCongress in 1937 , limitinglimiting-
ownership

limiting-
ownershipownership ofofreindeerreindeeruindeer: to NativesNatives-
only

Natives-
only

,

only .

In the mid-thirtiesmidthirties- , due toto-

severe
to-

severesevere weather ,. over-grazingovergrazing- ,, andand-

a
and-

aa lack of successfulsuccessfulreindcersuccessfulreindeerreindeerreindcerreindcer-
management

reindeer-
managementmanagement , the reindeerreindeer-
population

reindeer-
populationpopulation dropped drasticallydrastically-
until

drastically-
untiluntil it reached a low of 26,0002600026,000-
animals

26,000-
animals

,

animals in 1950 .

Current Revival in

IndustrySinceReindeer Industry
Since then , the .industryindustry., hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen making a slow comeback .,

A revival of interest inin-

establishment
in-

establishmentestablishment ofofreindeerreindeer herdsherds-
throUgllOUt

herds-
throughoutthroughoutthroUgllOUt the coastalcoastalareasareas ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska has been expressed by
NativeNapvebyNapvebyNativegroupsSoups! from Pt .. Barrow ,

KotzebueIotzebueI<otzebue , and Dillingham ., OneOne-
of

One-
ofof the basic considerations ofof-
ANCSA

of-
ANCSAANCSA was to establishestablishananan-

econom
an-

economiceconomiceconom ic resource base for, thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative people ,. and reindeerreindeer-
herding

reindeer-
herdingherding is one of the fewfew-

potentials
few-

potentialspotentials for economiceconomk use ofof-

NativeNativeofNativeNative lands .

UnfortunatelyU n for tun a.tat. e I'yIy' , thethei-
ntroduction

thei-
ntroductionintroduction of reindeer herdsherds-
creates

herds-
createscreates conflicts with wildlifewildlife-
species

wildlife-
speciesspecies such as caribou , wolves ,

and bears .

The State of Alaska has littlelittlclittlc-
control

little-
controlcontrol over introduction ofof-

reindeer
of-

reindeerreindeer to private lands . The111C111-
Cprivate

The-
privateprivate land holdings will hotriotnot bebe-

large
be-

largelarge enough in most cases toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide a grazing area ; therefore ,
BLM managedm naged lands will bebe-

required
be-

requiredrequired for additional grazing .

corporationNANAThe NANA corporationcorporati nn-
NANA(NANA Reindeer Enterprises )

has applied for a grazing permitpermit-
covering

permit-
coveringcovering (d)0)d0dl))(( ) , (dX2)dX2d(2)d2)( ) , villageviHageviHage-

3JJd
village-

andand3JJd regional lands in thethe-

Kotzebue
the-

KotzebueKotzebue Area ., They1l1ey havehave-

moved
have-

movedmoved 1000 head of reindeerreindeer-
onto

reindeer-
ontoonto village selectedsclected lands on thethe-

Baldwin
the-

BaldwinBaldwin Peninsula .,

Currently BLM'sBLMs13LM's13LMs' FairbanksFaIrbanks-
District

Fairbanks-
DistrictDistrict Office is completing anan-

Environmental
an-

EnvironmentalEnvironmental Analysis RecordRecord-
EAR

Record-
EAR( EAR ) concerning thethe-

application
the-

applicationapplicationpreliminaryEAR. The preliminary
EAR will be distributeddistribu ted to aa-

wide
a-

widewide variety of interest groupsgroupsforfor comments , and the revisedrevised-
EAR

revised-
EAREAR will be the basis for a BLMBLM-

decision
BLM-

decisiondecision in regard to NANA'sNANAsNANNANA's-
application

A'sAsA's-

appl
'

applicationappl ica tio n .

Statewide ReindeerReindeer-
Policy

Reindeer-
Policy

Reindeer-
PolicyPolicy NeededNeeded-

The
Needed-

The
Needed-

TheThe Reindeer Act has notnnnAt! beenbeen-
revised

been-
revisedrevised since it was written in
1937 , and the regulations toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide no Animals Unit MonthsMonths-

AUM's
Months-

AUM's(AUM'sAUMs' are a measurement ofof-

grazing
of-

grazinggrazing needed to support oneone-

reindeer
one-

reindeerreindeer ) fees as well as littlelittle-
basis

little-
basisbasis for trespass action .,

There is also nonD basicbasi-
cmechanism

basi-
cmechanismmechanism,

for rangerange-
administration

range-
administrationadministrationadministration when the grazinggrazing-
areaareasexeratdifferentea ,", , isis , split between severalsexeratse ecalecal-

djfferentdifferentdjfferent land owners .

Since policy conflicts onon-

reindeer
on-

reindeerreindeer could exist at severalseveral-
leVels

several-
levelslevels ,. i.eie. . between NativeNative-
slibsistence

Native-
subsistencesubsistenceslibsistence,

' andandcommercialcommercial use ,

betweenbe'tweenbetween State agencies , andand-

botween
and-

betweenbetweenbotween agencies withinwithin-
Interior

within-
InteriorInterior ,. BLM ,. in cooperationcooperation-
with

cooperation-
withwith State and Federal agencies ,
is jnin the process of preparing aa-

policy
a-

policypolicy position paper onon-

reindeer
on-

reindeerreindeer grazing .

ThisTJ s paper may identifyidentity areasareas-

of
areas-

ofof the National Resource LandsLands-
where

lands-
wherewherengwill(1)1I(( ) no reidneer grazinggrazgrazing-
will : ng
will be allowed (becausebecause ofof-
conflicts

of-
conflictsconflicts ) ;

.,
(2)2(2)reindeer( ) reindeer grazinggrazing-

may
grazing-

maymay be allowedaliowed (withwitliwitliadequwithadequateadequateadequadequate-
mitigation

tete-

mitigationmitigation ) ; and (c) reindeerreindeer-

grazinggrazingazjng will be possible (ndnonno-

majormajor conflicts ) .,

This policy will be coordinatedcoocoordinated-
with

dinateddinated-
with ,with the State andandwith, with FederalFederal-
agenciesagenciesagencies andnd NativeNativNative groups andand-

submitted
and-

submittedsubmitted to the StateState-
Clearinghouse

State-
ClearinghouseIClearinghouse in the '

Office ofof-

the
of-

the
-

the1 Governor of Alaska forfor-

review
for-

reviewreviewI andilnd responseresponse'

, A statewidestatewide-
policy

-'

!
policy on

.-

reindeer
r-

eindeer
.,
rcindeereindeer grazinggrazing-

should
grazing-

shouldshould be established
'

sometimesometim-
ei

sometime-
iniriiin:
I ' 1976 .


