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BartlettBartleft Asks GovernorGovernor-
For

- -

For Housing
.

-PlansPlansO-
nOn May 19 Senator E . L . ( Bob ) Bartlett sent the followingfollowing-

letter
following-

letterletter to Governor Walter J . Hickel :

HenHalHan . Walter J . HickelHickel-
Governor

-
, - -
--- - -

Governor of Alaska - - - --- '" - - -- - -
Pouch A-StateAState- Capitol _- _- _- _ -

Juneau , Alaska 99801980199$01990199801-

Dear

99$01-

Dear

]$

Dear Governor Hickel :

As you know , the House of RepresentativesRepre entatives eliminated fromfrom-
the

from-
the .the HousingHousingandand Urban Development budget President -" -"

Johnson'sJohnsons' request for $11$1million$ million to launchlaunchaa special Alaska-
native

AlaskaAlaska-
nativenative housing program .

IIam;, am sure you share my distress at this action . I intend to-
fight

toto-
fightfight withwithallallallmymy energy andandabilityability to restore this cut.

ChancesChan ces for success willwi II be enhanced if J1Jcan1cancan have in mymymy-

possession
my-

possessionpossession some information about what plans the state has-
made

hashas-
mademade and is preparing for , the implementationimplementation-ofofimplementation--of-thisimplementationofthis-- of- - this programprogramJ '.. '-"
As you know, the act authorizinga thorizing this program gave the state-
responsibility

statestate-
responsibresponsibilityresponsib i lity of drawing up the plans for the project . ThisThis-
was

This-
waswas done because it wasw felt that the state was closest toto-
the

to-
thethe scene andandwouldwould have moremore intimate knowledge of thethe-
problem

the-
problemproblem ofofsubstandardsubstandard housing in native villagesvillcgesvillc es than the-
federal

thethe-
federalfederal government .

In its report explaining why the native housing item waswas-
dropped

was-
droppeddropped from the bill the House Committee on AppropriationsAppropriations-
saidsaid that it was "ofof*"'ofof' the opinion that plans and

_

ndndst.andardsandstandardsstandardsst.andards. forfor-
thi

for-
thisthisthi s program need further refinementrefinementand

--

and
a-

nd
-

andandnono funds for this-
program

thisthis-
programprogram are recommendedrecommendedatat this time . It"It-

ClearlyClearly , IIwillwillwillneedneedneedsomesome information on the state'sstates' plans-
and

plansplans-
andandandstandardsstandards to counter that argumentagumentQgument when I go before the-
Senate

thethe-
SenateSenate Appropriations Subcommittee for Independent Offices .
As a member of the full Appropriations Committee IIcouldcouldcouldsitsitsit-
in

sit-
inin as a member of the subcommittee at these hearings . HowHow-HowHow-
ever

How-
ever

¬-
ever , my thinkingthinkingatat this time

,
is what

_
t ILI-IIshould- shouldappearshouldshuldsh ulduldappear.appearappear._ asos aa-

witness
-

witness .

I do not know ififourour efforts willwi J I be successful in restoringrestoring-
th

restoring-
thisthisth i s cut , but as I said before chances ofofsuccesssuccess willwi II bebe-
greatly

be-
greatlygreatly improved ififwewe can have some information withwithwhichwhichwhich-
toto answer the complaint raised in the House . InasmuchInasmuchasas thethe-
Senate

the-
SenateSenate hearings on the entire billbillwillwillwillnotnot start until June 66-
and

6-
andand those portions of the hearings dealing with housing fundsfunds-
wi

funds-
willwillwiwillnotIIIInotnot begin untilunti ) July 10 , there should be ample time forfor-
the

for-
thethe state to supply me with the information needed .

Ir have heardheardsomesome unconfirmedunconfirmedreportsreports that at least one -

electedelectedofficialofficial from Alaska feelsfeel s that my native housing bill-
was

billbill-
waswas only an election year proposalproposalandand that there would be nono-
attempt

no-
attemptattempt to appropriate funds for it . I am confident that you dodo-
not

do-
notnot share thisth is feeling and that partisanparti san politicspo I itics has not playedplayed-
aa part inn slowing development of the necessary plans -. toto-
implement

to-
implementimplement this much-neededmuchneededmuchneededprogram- program . 1n requesting $11$1million$ million-
for

millionmillion-
forfor thisthi s program in an extremefyextreme1'yextreme1yextreme'yextremey'' tight federal budget , PresidentPresident-
Johnson

President-
JohnsonJohnson showed that he is as fully committed to helping thethe-
natives

the-
nativesnatives of Alaska as IIamam , and , as 1IIamam sure , you are .

IIamI am looking forward to receipt of informationin formation on whatthewhatthe-
state

whatthe-
statestate is doing to meet its responsibilityrespon sibHity in implementing thisihthis-
program

is
"

program .

With best wisheswi shes , IIamamam-

Sincerely

am-

SincerelySincerelySin cere Iy yoursyour s,
( signedsi gned )

E . L . Bartlett


