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she said her people had owned
and occupied since time im-
memorial, Rosita Worl, key-
note speaker to the Southeast

- Women's Leadership Confer-

ence, said that “we are living
in desperate times today.”

“We have moved from the
era of the War on Poverty to
undeclared war on minorities,
women and children, and blue
collar workers,” she said.

“Gains made by minorities
and women in the last two dec-
ades are threatened.”

Worl warned that the “ethos
of Reaganomics” was a massive
redistribution of wealth and
that another episode of class

Worl said that if the equal
rights amendmeént were not

adopted no federal policy
existed to eliminate sexual in-

equality. She questioned with
disbelief that our nation would

not politically accept a doc-
trine which promotes equality
for men and women,

“l am absolutgly convinced

Woil's remarks were made
March 5 to an audience of al-
most 200 women attending the
Southeast Women's Leadership
Conference and the annual
Legislative Fly-In of statewide
women's

Worl was at the conference
not only as the keynote speak-
er but in more subtle ways as
a role model for the women at-
tending.

A Tlingit woman, Worl has
distinguished herself as a schol-
ar, a University educator, an
organizer, a publisher, a Native
leader, and a woman's leader.
In 1968 as a single parent with
three children she began col-
lege at Alaska Methodist Uni-
versity where she completed
her B.A. degree. With her three
children who are now grown,
she publishes the Alaska Na-

Worl was introduced at the
conference by Emma Widmark
who knew her as a fellow stu-
dent at Harvard, Widmark is
presently serving her second
term as Alaska Native Sister-
hood Grand Camp President.

Several major roles were
held by Native women at the
Conference which was organ-
ized by the Juneau Women's
Resource Center with a grant
from the Alaska Commission

terhood and an EEQ Training
Officer for the Department of
Fish and Game led a workshop
on Intercultural Communica-
tion.

Ethel Lund, President of
the Southeast Regional Health
Corporation, was on a panel
on women's health. Evalee
Azar, a commissioner on the
Commission on the Status of
Women, was active as a work-
shop participant. :

Chris Swanson and Joann Ri-
ley of the Alaska Native Sis-
terhood shared responsibility
for a brainstorming session on
resolutions. Riley also took on
one of the more complex roles
of the conference, moderator
of the final floor session at
which some 30 resolutions

were passed.




