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Too much
:

, too fast , too soon
.

( Continued from Page : ()() ne )
\

lionsions1 .

lieIle saidsaidaa two-yeartwoyeartwo - year delay fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe scheduled February 19851985-
lease

1985-
leaselease sale would allow dequatepdequatcpdequatc-
interpretation

dequate-
interpretationinterpretation of the data andand-

perhaps
and-

perhapsperhaps more scientific tudystudy$ toto-
occur

to-
occuroccur .

The state has decided that
19871981 is early cnoughenough rorfor slalestatestate-
sales. sales in the area ,.

The Bristol Bay area ., knownknown-
asas the North AleutiaAleutian BasinBasin-
in

asinasin-
inin 011oil terms , should be 'delayeddelayed'delayed-
for

'

delayeddelayed-
forfor at least 10 years , said Shef-ShefShef-
field

Shef-
field

-

field , because of the massivemassive-

impact
massive-

impactimpact that dcvelupme'HdcvelupmeHdevelopmeht' willwill-

have

will-

havehave in the BristolBristo) BayBy areaarea-

which
area-

whichwhich "containscontains" some of thethe-
most

the-
mostmost productive commcnialcommercialcommcnialf-
isheries

commercial-
fisheries

:

fisheries grounds in the world .
"

Sheffieh.1Sheffieh1Sheffield. said because the areaarea-

contains
area-

containscontains "relativelyrelatively" low ltydro-ltydroltydro-
crabon

'

-

crabon potential for the ' area "

and such high importalceimportaice) inin-

fishing
in-

fishingfishing that "continuedcontinued" ddeferraldeferral-
is

ferralferral-
isis warranted . "

lie said every precautionprecaution-
shouldshould be taken to insure thatthat-
conflicts

that-
conflictsconflicts between the fishing-
and

fishingfishing-
andand oil inindustrydust ry are minimizedminimized-
and

minimized-
andand through up-to-dateuptodate- -- researchresearch-

should

research-

shouldshould be conducted prior toto-
the

to-
thethe sale .

Sheffield said the stJtestate: alsoalso-
is

also-
isis concerned about clean-upcleanupcleanup-
capabilities

cleanup-
capabilities

-

capabilities in the Navarin BasinBasin-

which
Basin-

whichwhichwhichwillwill be leased in MarchMarch-
of

March-
ofof this year , and is asking thatthat-
the

that-
thethe Diapir Field sale , which isis-

scheduled
is-

scheduledscheduled for June of 1984 , bebe-

reduced
be-

reducedreduced in size and be deferreddeferred-
inin the western and eastern por-porpor-
tions

por-
tions

--
tions of the sale until 19861986-
when, when a third Diapir Field salesale-

I

sale-
is

sale-
isis scheduled .

I

To reduce and defer thosethose-
sales

those-
salessales wowouldld allow an impactimpact-
statement

impact-
statementstatement to be issued on thethe-
effects

the-
effectseffects of lease activity on thethe-
spring

the-
springspring and fall bowhead whalewhale-
subsistence

whale-
subsistencesubsistence hunt..

Sheffield said that the In-InIn-
terior

In-
terior

-

terior department is speedingspeeding-
upup lease sales at a time whenwhen-
federal

when-
federalfederal cutbacks are forcingforcing-
massive

forcing-
massivemassive cutbacks in the In-InIn-
terior

In -

teriortenor Department'sDepartments' ability toto-
adequately

to-
adequatelyadequately supervise and man-manman-
age

man-
age

-

age such sales .

He criticized the InteriorInterior-
department's

Interior-
department'sdepartment'sdepartments'' new system ofof-
offering

of-
offeringoffering area-wideareawide- tracts of OCSOCS-
land

OCS-
landland which call for leasing ofof-

s

of-
mores. more than tracts larger than 100100-
miUion

100-
millionmiUionmillion acres and said "TheThe"The-
Department

"The-
Department

"
Department of the Interior'sInteriorsInterior's-
scarce

Interior's-
scarce

'
scarce internal resources are thenthen-
stretched

then-
stretchedstretched critically thin in anan-
attempt

an-
attemptattempt to broadbrush an analy-analyanaly-
sis

analy-
sis

--
sis of the entire area in the En-EnEn-
vironmental

En-
vironmental

-

vironmental Impact StatementStatement-
for

.
:

for the sale .

Sheffield also pointed outout-
that

out-
thatthat state analyses show thatthat-
far.. 'far Ilessss acreage is being leasedleased-
in

leased-
inin the sales which have beenbeen-
held

been-
heldheld , despite Interior'sInteriors' hopeshopes-
toto the contrary .

.

He suggested a tract nomina .

tion process which targets high .
- , potential areas-areasareasbutareas ,-; but restricts lCac-acac.-

ual
: .-

." .ualual. ualualsale.ualsalesale offerings to timitedlimitedtimited-
areas

limited-
areasareas which are more manage .

able .
>

Sheffield .alsoalso. was critical ofof-
the

of-
thethe current--pre-salecurrentpresale-- - processprocess-
which,. ,
which he sasaidddshouldshould

'
be

,
strestream-streamstream-

lined
m .-

:- lined in order to give the statestate-
and

state-
and

.
and the governor more effeceffec-
tivetive input on any sale . To dodo-

r

\

tr rf

.:' .;,..; - - , -<&!.: . ,. ..illrric-illrricillrricti. .- tti-ti: . .- , :)' f
. ,_ : "

thcrwiscotherwise()
, ea said , cncouragedencouragedcncouraged-

confronta
encouraged-

confrontatconfrontaconfrontat ' bn
,
n and even Iitiga-Iitigalitiga-litigaIitiga-

t

litiga-

tion
-

ttioniOIl .

ShefficldSheffield also voiced con-concon-
cerns

-.

cernscells 011on the pace of the leaselease-
sale

lease-
salesale , which he wrotcwrote should bebe-
limited

be-
limitedlimited to no more than three

.

sales per year . The state andand-
local

and-
locallocal villages are unable to ade-adeade-

quatcly
ade-

quately

-

quatclyquately prepureprepare for .IIIyIIIyany.. mOlcmotemOlc-

than
mote-

thanthan three per year.. Six sales arcarc-

scheduled
arc-

scheduledscheduled to be held fromfrom-

March

from-

MarchMarch
,

., 1984 to April ., 1985 .

ShefficldSheffield also said , that a

U.SUS. . General Accounting OfficeOffice-
audit

Office-
auditaudit cast serious doubt on thethe-
federal

the-
federalfederal government'sgovernments'' ability toto-
conduct

to-
conductconduct "thisthis" many sales In aa-

manncr
a-

mannermanncrmanner consistent with the pub-pubpubSpub-
lic

pubS-
lic

-

lic interest.," Sheffield said thatthat-
the

that-
thethe MincralMineral Management Service

has not incrcasedincreased staff In concon-con-
junction

.-

junction with the Increased ac-acac-

reage

ac-

reage

--
reage to be Icasedleased and "wewe" atat-
the

at-
thethe state level have observed thethe-
inevitable

the-
inevitableinevitable ddeclinecline in the qualityquality-
of

quality-
ofof MMS pre-salepresalepre-sale'documentspresale'documentssaledocuments-

' documents andand-
public

and-
publicpublic involvcmentinvolvement in the sales ."


