
Bill would increaseincrease-
Native

increase-
NativeNative teacher loans

By UndaLinda LordLord-JenkinsLordJenkinsLordJenkins-
Tundra

-JenkinsJenkins-

TundraTundra TlmeTmmes EditorEditor-
A

Editor-
AA binbill aunedaimed at enlouragmgenLLtmuragingenlouragmg-

more
enLLtmuragin-

gmoremore Native rUtaJruralrUtaJ'itudenttruralstudents'itudenttitudenttstudents' ! 11\111-
1b

1-

1ome

t \+

bbecomeome tealhersteachers.: and return t\t\t-
teach

toto-

teach

)

teach min theutheir v1l1agevillages was mtw-mtwintrtr-intrtrintrtr-
duced

mtw-
duced

-

duced dunng the first weekweekufweekofufofuf-
the

of-
thethe Alaska legIslature byb 1R281R-

state
28-

statestate representatives .

The bill as written would pro-propro-
vIde

pro-
vide

-

vIde scholarshIp loans of up toto-
s10,000$10.00010.00010000s10,000s10000$ ., perpet student per yearyear-
with

year-
withwithwithaa total forgIven payback Ifif-
thethele loan recipIent teaches tnin IushisIus-
or

his-
oror her village for five yearsyears-

If
years-

IfIf the student teaches lessless-

than
less-

thanthan five years ., he would p iyiy-
back

yy-
backback a targerlarger portIon of the loan-
on

loanloan-
onon a percentage baSIsbaSI-

sIntroduced
basis-

IntroducedIntroduced by Anchorage Rep ,.

Joe HayesMayes who lSis Speaker ofof-
the

of-
thethe House of RepresentativesRepresentatives-
andand rumored to be eyeing a bidbid-
at

bid-
atat the governor'sgovernors' raceace inn 1986 .,

atit 1Sis co-sponsoredcosponsored-- by Reps . VernVern-
Hurlbert

Vern-
HurlbertHurlbert ,. AIAl A lamsams ., MitchMitch-

Abood
Mitch-

AboodAbood ., Ramona Barnes ., CharheCharlieCharhe-
Bussel

Charlie-
BusselBussel.. Betty Cato . John Cow-CowCow-
dery

Cow-
dery

-

dery ,. Mike DavIs ., Jack Fuller .

WaltWash Furnace ., Ben Grussendort.,
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Uska
JohnJuttnJohn-

UUskaU kd Hugh MalumMabmne ' . Mikehkt' MilhhdMil-

let

hhd-

leiletlei ., JuhnJtlhn RmgttddRingaild! ., RllhardRILhardRllhard-
Shutt

RILhard-

ShultShuttShult!, ., MikelIkt" Szrnlnakilm.lOlmlO. kl RickRick-

t
R1L kk-

lehhngtlehhngehhng . Jell\JellJemmyJellWdld\ WdldWaid Fled Zham-

utt
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11ft11ftutt11ftI., \IIh1du\Ioo fntlFrmti BIIBtih 8ettlBettlswtwl\nfwlnfwlnf-
and

\+ m-mm-

and

-

and Jacklack hittl SlideSlide-
A

Bi ideide-

AccordingAAccordingordmg lJ\lJtolJthe,\ the language litutlit-

the
ut-

thethe bill , the LeglLegislatureiature finds-

that
findsfinds-

thaIthaIthat there IS "aa" wide and una-unaunac-unacuna-

ceptable
unac-

ceptable
!.:--

ceptable dispantydisparity between thethe-
ethmc

the-
ethnicethmcethnic distribution otof teachersteachers-
and

teachers-
andand the ethnuethnic; dlStnbutlondistribution ofof-
students

of-
studentsstudents toin the state publicpublic-
schools

public-
schoolsschools . PartuularlyParticularly; toin ruralrural-

areas
rural-

areasareas many schools have Vir-VirVi-
rtually

vir-
tually

--
tually 0,000qo, NauvNative teateachershers and nono-
nonNative

no-
nonNativenon-NativenonNative- students

."
TIleThe bill said that te1sLevis; toto-

a

to-
aa weakness of the ability ofof-

teachers
of-

teachersteachers to foster a sense ofof-
ethmc

of-
ethnicethmcethnic; traditions and cultwescultures 10in1-
0the

in-
thethe students ., students beingbeing-
forced

being-
forcedforced to eXist toin entirely sep .

arate situations toin the tradi-traditradi-
tional

tradi-
tional

--
tional atmosphere of the NativeNative-

home
Native-

home
:

home and the modern atmos-atmosatmos-
phere

atmos-
phere

-
-

phere of the classroom ., few NaNa-NaNa-
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Native teacher fund envisioned
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tivetine students among the state'sstatesstate's-
ethnic

state's-
ethnic

'
ethnic minorities return to thethe-
rural

the-
ruralrural schools whichwhichcontinuescontinuescontinues-
the

continues-
thethe ethnic imbalanceunbalance ,.

A high turnover ofofasas muchmuchasas

40 percent of teachers in ruralrural-

education
rural-

educationeducation attendanceattendance areas inin-
the

in-
thethe state .

The biIJbill states that currentcurrent-
programs

current-
programsprograms such as the XX.CEDXCEDX.CED-

program

.CEDCED-

programprogram at the University ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska has failed to rectify thethe-
problem

the-
problemproblem .

-. The loan wouldprogram ap-apap-
propriate

ap-
propriate

-

propriate moneymoneyfmoneytomoneyItofItoto be loanedloaned-
toto highhighschoolschool graduates or stu-stustu-
dents

stu-
dents

--
dents within six months of grad-gradgrad-

uatIon

-.

uatIonuaton from a state public highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool who have sufficient cred-credcred-
Its

cred-
Its

-

Its to he admitted to an accredaccred-accred-
ited

-.
Ited college . TIlOseThose studentsstudents-
also

students-
alsoalso must be enrolled in or showshow-
intent

show-
intentintent to enroll in a universityuniversity-
program

university-
programprogram which aims at a teach-teachteach-
ing

teach-
ing

-

ing degree for elementary or secsec-secsec-
ondary

-.
ondary school.. The student alsoalso-
must

also-
mustmust meet criteria establishedestablished-
by

established-
byby the local school board .

If the student is awarded thethe-
scholarship

the-
scholarshipscholarship and completes hishis-

education
his-

educationeducation and returns to thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage , a percentage of his loanloan-
will

loan-
willwill be "forgivenforgiven" "" by the state atat-
a

at-
aa rate of 15 percentpercent each yearyear-
for

year-
forfor the first three years of teachteach-teach-
ing

.-

ing ; 25 percent of the totaltotal-
loan

total-
loanloan for the fourth year comcom-com-
pleted

.-

pleted and the final 30 percentpercent-
for

percent-
forfor the fifth year..

The bill is given good changechange-

for

change-

forfor success on the House sideside-

of
side-

ofof the legislature because it isis-

supported

is-

supportedsupported by the House Major-MajorMajor-
ity

Major-
ity

-

ity coalition of urban RepubliRepubli-Republi-
cans

-.
cans and Bush Democrats andand-

because

and-

becausebecause Hayesayes(,, the powerfulpowerful-
House

powerful-
HouseHouse Speaker , is backing it . ItIt-

isn't

It-

isn'tisn'tisnt' often that a bill spsponsoredsponsored-
by

nsorednsored-
byby the Speaker is defeated .

On the Senate side , it is givengiven-

fair

given-

fairfair chance for passage by Sen .

FldUkFtauk Ferguson , D.KotzebueDKotzebueD-KotzebueDKotzebue.- ,

yiltoho said that it will probablyprobably-
pass

probably-
passpass in a refined form after somesome-
things

some-
thingsthings are ironed out..

One possible problem the billbill-

may
bill-

maymay have is surviving a legallegal-

challenge
legal-

challengechallenge on the basis that itit-

discriminates
it-

discriminatesdiscriminates in favor ofofoneoneone-
specific

one-
specificspecific ethnic group . The billbill-
directs

bill-
directsdirects that the scholarships bebe-
awarded

be-
awardedawarded on a level proportion-proportionproportion-
ate

-

ate to the percentage of ethnicethnic-

representation

ethnic-

representationrepresentation .

Therefore , if 80 percent ofof-

thethe students are Native , 80 per-perper-
cent

per-
cent

-

cent of the scholarship moneymoney-
must

money-
mustmust go to Native students .

Recent laws directing moneymoney-
atat a specific group , such as thethe-

Longevity

the-

LongevityLongevity Bonus program whichwhich-
gives

which-
givesgives money to Alaska residentsresidents-
older

residents-
olderolder than 65 years who havehave-
lived

have-
livedlived inin.theinthe. the state since statehoodstatehood-
has

statehood-
hashas been ruled unconstitutionalunconstitutional-
onon the grounds that it discrimdiscrim-discrim-
inates

.-

inates against a person whowho-
moved

who-
movedmoved to the state after state-statestate-
hood

state-
hood

-

hood .

Tony Vaska of Bethel , who isis-

a

is-

aa member of the Bush CaucusCaucus-
but

Caucus-
butbut not a member of the HouseHouse-
Majority

House-
MajorityMajority , said he thinks it willwill-

not
will-

notnot survive a constitutionalityconstitutionality-
testtest .

Hayes said he has had thethe-
Legislature's

the-
Legislature'sLegislature'sLegislatures' lawyers reviewreviewthe--thethethe-
bill

-the-
billbill and they found it all right .

He said the state attorney gen-gengen-

eral

gen-

eral

--
eral has yet to review the bil1bill..

Veteran observers of the LegLeg-Leg-

islature

.-

islature found the key sponsorsponsor-
of

sponsor-
ofof the bill - Hayes - to be ofof-
particular

of-
particularparticular interest because of his .,

urban background . One comcom-com-
mented

.-

mented that "ifif" there ever waswas-
any

was-
anyany doubt that Hayes is run-runrun-
ning

run-
fling

-

ningfling for governor , this kills itit.."
Hayes responds to such skeptiskepti-skepti-

cism

-.
.

cism by saying "ii"' 1 suppose itit-

would
it-

wouldwould look like((like he is trying toto-
gain

to-
gaingain a rural support ) but I1 just

know the problems .ofof. ruralrural-
people

rural-
peoplepeople . I1 fly a lot and get outout-
into

out-
intointo the villages more than otherother-
urban

other-
urbanurban legislatorslegislators . I also havehave-

worked
have-

workedworked with the Bush CaucusCaucus-

for
Caucus-

forfor the past two years andnd II-

know
i-

knowknow of their concerns ."
lie said that Hurlbert was inin-inin-

strumental

.-

strumental in pushingushing the billbill-

and
bill-

andand is second sponsor on thethe-
document

the-
documentdocument . .

Gov . Bill Sheffield had nono-
comment

no-
commentcomment on the bill other thanthan-
to

than-
toto point out that programs dodo-
exist

do-
existexist in thetitertiterstate. state totoidraw.

lraw rural1rural1-

students
ruralrural-

studentsstudents into teaching :,

And as for Hayes drawidrawingg a guooguo-

obernatorial

gu

bernatorial constituency , ShefShef-ShefShef-
field

.-
field said , "II" . told him , I'llIll' outout-outout-
campaign

.-

campaign him 125 tto one and II-

have

i-

havehave more staying power '". "


