
Stream reclassification ends
Recent changes in federalfederal-

Environmental
federal-

EnvironmentalEnvironmental ProtcProtection<.: tion Agen .

cy ( EPEPAA ) regulations may sharpsharp-sharp-
ly

.-

ly limit the Alaska DepartmentDepartment-

ofof Environmental Conservation'sConservationsConservation's-
ADEC

Conservation's-
ADEC

'

(ADEC ) flexibility to "reclassireclassi"reclassi-"reclassi-

fy

" -.
fy " streams to ease pollutionpollution-
standards

pollution-
standardsstandards .

"ReclassificationReclassification" " is a legallega-
lprocedure

lega-
lprocedureprocedure by wludtwhich potlutlOnpollutionpotlutlOn-

standards
pollution-

standardsstandards for specific streamsstreams-
may

streams-
maymay be relaxed if the stream isis-

not
is-

notnot used for purposes such 3asas-

drinking
$

drinking water , boating , or fishfish-fish-

ing

.-

ing ,. According to state waterwater-
quality

water-
qualityquality staff , the process of reore-
oclassification

re +

classification has been suspendedsuspended-
byby ADEC , awaiting detaUsdetails fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe federal government..

The action will affect somesome-

placer
some-

placerplacer miners hoping to havehave-

streams
have-

streamsstreams reclassified . ADEC staffstaff-
told

staff-
toldtold those applying for streamstream-
reclassifications

stream-
reclassificationsreclassifications that their apap-apap-

plications
-.

plications would be held until

further information is available ,

noting it may be several monthmonthsmonths-
before

)

before the issue is completelycompletely-
resnl

completely-
resolvedresnlresolvedved ,.

The federal Clean Water ActAct-
names

Act-
namesnames EPA as overseer ofofstatestatestate-
water

state-
waterwater pollution programs . EPEPAEPA-

sets
AA-

setssets minimum requirements forfor-
state

for-
statestate programs andandapprovesapprovesapproves-
Alaskc1's

approves-
Alaska'sAlaskc1'sAlaskc1sAlaska'sAlaskas' WdttlwateI pollution stan-stanstan-
dards

stan-
dards

-

dards .

ADEC has asked EPEPAA to reore-re-

view cucurrentrrent Alaska ststateat e regu-reguregu-

lations

regu-

lations

--
lations and point out spednspecificspecific-

problemsprohlemsproblems , explained staff mem-memmem-

bers

mem-

bers

-

bers . With this informationinformation-

ADEC

information-

ADECADEC will explore alternativesalternatives-

toto the existing reclassificationreclassification-
process

reclassification-
processprocess .

For further infonnation , concon-con-

tact

.-

tact Randy Bayliss , Chief , WaterWater-

Quality

Water-

QualityQuality Management , Pouch U ,

Juneau , AK 998199811I , (907)907( ) 465-465465-

2653

465-

2653

-

2653 .


