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Gov . Bill Sheft1eldSheffield has taken a diplomatic course whenwhen-
he

when-
hehe wrote rClentlyrecently,; to Interior Secretary William Clark seck-seckseek-seekseck-
ing

seek-
ing

-

ing the sesecretary'ssecretarysretary'sretarys' help in resolving state conlernsconcerns,; ahoutaboutahout-
offshore

about-
offshoreoffshore oil leasing .

Clark has issued some statdnentsstateknents which indicate hehe-
might

he-
mightmight he willing to slow down some of the lease sales inin-
someomesome areaareas without spedfyingspecifying those areas affettedaffected,; .

Sheffield has asked significant delays in drilling in thethe-
Barrow

the-
BarrowBarrow Arch and in the fisherifisheries-richfisheriesrichs -rich Bristol Bay region\regionregion-
hoth

\,

hothboth of which have dubious amounts of oil resources .

The governor is trying a diplomatic approadlapproach becausebecause-
his

because-
hishis hands have heenbeen tied legally by the U.SUS. . SupremeSupreme-
Court

Supreme-
CourtCourt whidlwhich ruled that the federal government doesn'tdoesntdoesn't-
have

doesn't-
have

'

have to comply withwithstate"tatetatestate" regulations covering offshoreoffshore-
oil

offshore-
oiloil lealeasinglI1g .

ThThe rrareasonsons that SheffIeld hahas given for seeking delaydelaysdelays-
inin the It'asingItasingleasing.' schedscheduleule and modifications of other federalfederal-

I

federal-
OCS

federa-
locS

I,
OCS procedures are all very valid .

Under the leasmgleasing schedule which was accelerated byby-
former

by-
formerformer Interior Secretary James Watt ., no one , not eveneven-
the

even-
thethe oil companies or the federal government are ade-
quately

ade-adeade-
quately

-

. quately able to research or prepare for all the factorsfactors-
whichwhich come into play in the issue of oiCd'evelopmentoiCdevelopmentoil development' onon-
such

!

such a magnitude .,

IIWatt:

\

Watt had defended the leasing acceleration by sayingsaying-
thatthat he was obligated to encourage oil exploration toto-
assure

to-
assureassure that the people of America had suffidentsufficient oil in thethe-
coming

the-
coming

1\11thatcoming decades . But , study has shown that no great in-inin-
crease

in-
crease

-

, crease in leasing and exploration activities has occurredoccurred-
withwith the accelerated schedule . Hence , no great amountamount-

t

amount-
of

amount-
oft of monmoneyy has flowed into federal coffers from said leaselease-

t
lease-

sales
lease-

salest sales so they could almost be considered councounterproduc-counterproduccounterproducf-
ivet

terproduc-terproducterproduc-
tive

-

five-
t

tive .

r; It is not in the best interest of the country to hold anan-
t

an-
illthoughtout

an-
illthoughtoutt ill-thought-outillthoughtout- - and il1il1researchedill-researchedillresearched-researched leasing and explorationexploration'-

f

exploration-
program'ff'fprogram' program in an area which is so important to the basicbasic-

i

basic-

J

basic-
food

basic-
foodiJ food supply of the region . the state . the nation and the

11world'1 world .

We applaud the Sheffield approach and hope that thethe-
new.ll..lnewnew Secretary of the Interior looks at the whole picturepicture-
when11whenwhen he considers the request of the governor and thethe-
people: people of Alaska .


