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Sackett-talksSacketttalksSackett- talks
,

on Edgecumbe
The following letter was sentsent-

to
sent-

toto Janie Leask , President of thethe-
A

the-
AlaskaAAlaskalaska Federation ofNatives; .

The subject of statestateownerstate owner .

ship , renovation , operation andand-
funding

and-
fundingfunding of Mt . Edgecumbe HighHigh-

School
High-

SchoolSchool has received widespreadwidespread-
attention

widespread-
attentionattention during the past severalsevera-
lmonths

severa-
lmonthsmonths .

Of particular importance toto-
me

to-
meme and most everyone withwith-
whom

with-
whomwhom I have discussed the mat-matmat-
ter

mat-
ter

-

ter is the serious question ofof-
funding

of-
fundingfunding for the school and thethe-
impact

the-
impactimpact such funding will havehave-

on
have-

onon local school districts partic-particpartic-
ularly

partic-
ularly

--
ularly in rural areas .

Because Mt . Edgecumbe hashas-

played
has-

playedplayed an important role in thethe-
education

the-
educationeducation of many NatNativeve AJas-AJasAlas-AlasAJas-

kans
Alas-

kans

-

kans in the past ., it appears thethe-
issue

the-
issueissue is becommgbecoming an emotionalemotional-
one

emotional-
oneone with little thought given toto-
the

to-
thethe ultimate impact on locallocal-
educaton

local-
educatoneducaton .

I want to take this oppor-opporoppor-

tunity
oppor-

tunity
--

tunity to explain my positionposition-
concerning

position-
concerningconcerning Mt . Edgecumbe HighHigh-

School
High-

SchoolSchool , particularly for you andand-
the

and-
thethe Alaska Federation of NaNa-NaNa-

tives

.-

tives , who at the last conventionconvention-
control

convention-
control

.

control and funding of thethe-
schoolschool.. .

As most are aware , Sen .

Frank Ferguson and myself op-opop-
pose

op -.

pose the federal government'sgovernmentsgovernment's-
offer

government's-
offer

'

offer to turn the schoolschooloveroverover-
to

over-
toto the State .

The question of receivingreceiving-
federal

receiving-
federalfederal funds to renovate thethe-
facility

the-
facilityfacility surfaced at the legisla-legislalegisla-
tive

Legisla -.

tive Budget and Audit CommitCommit-Commit-
tee

-

tee meeting of OctOctoberber, 1983 .,

At the meeting those legislatorslegislators-
present

legislators-
presentpresent voted to receive somesome-
S2ZS2Z$2222$ million in federal dollarsdollars-

to
dollars-

toto provide for drastically neededneeded-
improvements

needed-
improvementsimprovements in the( lie 46.year-old46.yearold46.year46yearold46-year-old46year46.yearold-
facility

46yearoldf-
acility

.- --
facility . ,

Although °' a membmemberr of thethe-
Budget

the-
BudgetBudget and . Audit Committee , II-

was

I-

waswas ' weathered.inweatheredinweathered-inweatheredin.- afat Ruby and

f.

unable to get to Anchorage
.

toto-
argue

to-
argueargue my point..

Of particular annoyance waswas-
my

was-
mymy request to have the decisdecis-decisdecis-
ion

-.
ion . on MtMt.. Edgecumbe schoolschool-
delayed

school-
delayeddelayed until such time as aa-
gathering

a-
gatheringgathering of the full ccommitteecommittee-
could

mmitteemmittee-
couldcould hear the pros and conscons-
concerning

cons-
concerningconcerning the school.. Such reoreo-

quests
re-rere-

quests
-

quests are usually honored as aa-
matter

a-
mattermatter ofofcourtesycourtesy to legislalegisla-legisla-
tors

-.
tors .

For those able to attend thethe-
meeting

the-
meetingmeeting testimony was presenpresen-presen-

ted

-.
ted which brought forth severalsevera-
lmajor

severa-
lmajorpointsmajor-majormajorpointsmajor-pointsmajorpoints- points which I believe areare-
very

are-
veryvery strong arguments in opposi .

tion to state funding of MtMt.,

Edgecumbe High School .

FirsttFirsttacceptanceFirst , acceptance of the $2222$22-
million

$22-
million

$

million in federal monies has thethe-
effect

the-
effecteffect of committing the statestate-
to

state-
toto operating Edgecumbe at It4testate ,
not federal , expense . The federalfederal-
funds

federal-
fundsfunds only apply toward renOreno-reno-
vating

.-

vating the old facility to makemake-
itit slfespfe) for any students and per-perper-
sonnel

-.
sonnelsonnet at the school..

Funding for upkeep , andand-
other

and-
otherother necessities will have toto-
come

to-
comecomedecliningfinancialfrom the already declining
financialfinancialresourcesresources of the state .

suspectfinancialMore to the point , I suspect
financial support to operate thethe-
school

the-
schoolschoolschoolwillctlyfromdirectlyfromwill be taken dirdirectlyctly
from revenues now used to op .

eratecrate tocallocal school districts withwith-
the

with-
thethe greatest impact

.
likely to bebe-

on
be-

onon rural schools .

In simpler tennsterms , funds curcur-cur-
rently

.-

rently earmarearmarkeded to eeducateeducate-
Native

ucateucate-
NativeNative childrenhildren in local schooisschoolsschoois-
will

schools-
willwill instead be used to re-openreopenreopen-
and

reopen-
and

--
andandoperateoperate Mt . EdgecumbeEdgecumbe-
School

Edgecumbe-
SchoolSchool , which must by law bebe-
open

be-
openopen to anyone who qut iialifiedfied toto-
att

to-
attendattattendnd ., It willwill'notwillnot' not be a "NativeNative" "
school burbut "

a statewide pubJic-pubJicpublic-publicpubJic-
schoo

public-
"school

-

schoo"schoolschool
" !..

What is so objectlonable.fromobjectlonablefromobjectionablefromobjectlonable.from-
my

objectionablefrom-
my

.,

my ' perspective is that I havehave-
worked

have-
workedworked long and hard in Juneau

over the last decade with thethe-
support

the-
supportsupport of hundhundredsreds of villagers ,

rural residents and educators ,

to build a viable local schoolschool-
system

school-
systemsystem allowing children to bebe-
educated

be-
educatededucated close to home ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan uprooted from the family .

Now, just as we have comecome-
of

come-
ofof age and built quality schoolschool-school-
ing

.-

ing throughout rural Alaska , aa-

small

a-

smallsmall handful of people andand-
an

and-
anan even smaller number ofof-
shortsighted

of-
shortsightedshort-sightedshortsightedshortsighted- legislators want toto-
reopen

to-
reopenre-openreopen-- Edgecumbe and effeceffec-effeceffec-
tively

-.
tively pull the financial rug outout-
from

out-
fromfrom under our local schools .

Even just taking a few stu-stustu-
dents

stu-
dents

--
dents from a small school toto-
send

to-
sendsend to MtMt.. Edgecumbe couldcould-
result

could-
resultresult in dramatic tosseslosses in statestate-
foundation

state-
foundationfoundation support funds forfor-
those

for-
thosethose schools .

For example , if just threethree-
students

three-
studentsstudents from Kuspuk SchoolSchool-
District

School-
DistrictDistrict were to attend MtMt..

Edgecumbe HighHight School , thethe-
Kuspuk

the-
Kuspuk

-
Kuspuk School District would
lose in excess of $45,00045000$ , ofof-

statestate school foundation sup.

port.. Such a loss could meanmean-
eliminating

mean-
eliminatingeliminating a teacher , reducingreducing-
the

reducing-
thethe lunch program , Or makingmaking-
other

making-
otherother cutbacks to absorb thethe-
loss

the-
lossloss of stastatee funding .

Beyond the financialfina cial questionquestion-
ofof the

.
millions ititwillwill requirerequire-

toto operat.eoperate. the school eacheach-
year

each-
yearyear (some estimates run as highhigh-
asas

'

$4040$ ' or more per year ) "

is
.

the questionable wisdom ofof-
uprooting

of-
urootinguprootingurooting students from theirtheir-
school

their-
schoolschool , familyfamilyandand friends atat-
an

at-
anan early age for the sake of at .
tending school away from home .

I seriously question the wis .
dom of sending youngStersyoungsters inin-
high

In-
highhigh school , whose ages rangerangerange-
from

'

from 13.181318. years, orofofage' ageage , awayaway-
from' from the family to attend schootschoolschool-
at

,

'

at a time wheriwhen just about every . .

one agrees
.,
that keeping thethe-

Continued
the-
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, . . . -
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important step in guiding youngyoung-
people

young-
peoplepeople towards a healthy , andand-
productive

and-
productiveproductive future .

Who will fulfill the parentalparental-
rote

parental-
roleroterole for those students who dodo-
attend

do-
attendattend MtMt.. Edgecumbe ?

I feel it is very importantimportant-
that

important-
thatthat strong support be givengiven-
to

given-
toto our local school districts parpar-par-
ticularly

.-

ticularly in view pfof our declindeclin-declin-
ing

-.
ing state revenues . In my view ,

this is not the time to quesques-ques-
lion

.-

. Honlion or act in a manner thatthat-
would

that-
wouldwould ultimately undermine thethe-
development

the-
developmentdevelopment of rural education .

al opportunities .

My discussions and contactscontacts-
with

contacts-
withwith people throughout Alaska ,

particularly rural residents andand-
educators

and-
educatorseducators working in villagevillage-

schools
village-

schoolsschools , clearly indicate theythey-
do

they-
dodo not want funding jeopar .

dized for their schools .

I have not been able to ideniden-iden-.

"
fifytifytifysupportupportsupport for state funding ofof-

Mt
of-

MtMtMt.. Edgecumbe , certainly not atat-

the

at-

thethe expense of local schools ,

nor have I seen it as a prioritypriority-

onon anyone'sanyones' list , or for the AFN .

in fact..

tI would welcome an explanaexplana-explana-

tion

.-

tion as to why AFN considersconsiders-

this

considers-

thisthis important enough to offeroffer-

a3a resolution of support for MtMt..

Edgecumbe HighNigh School statestate-

funding

state-

fundingfunding when such action couldcould-

have

could-

havehave grave consequences for rurrur-rur-

al

.-

al schools . Can you advise meme-

who

me-

whowho specifically is supportingsupporting-

and

supporting-

andand lobbying for the re-openingreopeningreopening-

of
--

of Mt . Edgecumbe at state ex-exex-

pense

ex-

pense

-

pense?

I appreciate your taking timetime-

to

time-

toto consider my thoughts on thisthis-
matter

this-
mattermatter . 1I look forward to hear-hearhear-
ing

hear-
ing

-

ing from you .

Sincerely ,

John C . SackettSackett-
Senator

Sackett-
SenatorSenator


