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for the Tundra T irmes

The setling was incongru
ous, & bil out of the ordinary
Twelve St. Lawrence Island Fs-
kimos, known as the Sivuqaq
{Gambell) Dancers, performing
under a stuffed bush elephant
in the Smithsonian's National

| Mussum of Natural History in

A large crowd (left) gathers in the Smithsonian Museum ol Natural ol an
History to watch as Sivuqag dancers from 5t
traditional songs and dances near the stulted n

Washington, D.C.. drew maore
than second glances. They
drew crowds of the puzzled,
the admuring.

In mid-June the Sivugaq
group stepped off their remote
island home and journeyed 1o
the nation's capital for a two-
week visit and their national
debut.
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According o one the
group s spokesmen, Jerry Tun
givan, 45
dancers,

and

the drummers and
who double as arts
crafts demonstrators on
this trip, will contribute to
two Smithsonian exhibitions
“Celebration: A world of Ant
and Ritual,” which shows the
art and activities that are a
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reated an unusual dance setin
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lephant. O

part of celebrations around the
woild: and “Inua Spirit World
of the Bering Sea Eskimo,
Cwer 100 years ago Smith
sonn naturalist Edward Wil
liam Nelson travelled to remote
regions in western and north
western Alaska, including 5t
Lawrence lsland. He collected
| 0,000 objects, 600 of whick

ate marhle hall
¢ lorth
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Sivugaq Dancers perform at Smithsonian

sk ans
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Smithsomian oflcals de
touch ol
living Bering Sea EFskimo (o
Yupik/Chupik | culture, the 51

vugag Dancers

cided 1o mpoert A

{Continued on Page Two)
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