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A large crowd ( left ) gathers into the Smithsonian Museumkluseum of N.itiii.ilNitiii.ilNitiiiilNanii.dNaniid. .

History to watch as SivuqaqSivugag dancers from St Lawrence Island pct|H'IHI'

form their tratlitionaltraditional songs and dances near the stufted n'ni.iinsnni.iinsnniiinswnlatll5' .
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olof an AtriLdiiAtriLan Bush elephant IIltc' ' ni-iuteniiuteornate- marbleinarhie li.illsliillshalh. jmi, mi .ilisilis.

ustilInght ) i.iL'dtedi.iLdtediiLdted.IuatedIuated.. ' dnan unusualunasual l.iiin.1liiin.1liiin1dntc( ., , . filingriling lirFirth.Firth) th .. ALtskmsAlaskans
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SivuqaqS'ivuqaq' Dancers perform at Smithsonian
0111-0111-

By Martha Upicksoun

for the TundnTundra TimeTimes
The setting was incongruincongru--

ous , a bit out of the ordinary
Twelve St Lawrence Island EsEs--

kimos , known as the Sivuqaq
(Gambell ) Dancers , performing
under a stuffed bush elephant
in the Smithsonian'SmithsonianSmithsonian'sSmithsonians' National
Museum of Natural History in

Washington , D.CDC. , drew more
than second glances They
drew crowds of the puzzled ,

the admiring.admiring.

In mid-JunemidJune- the SivuqaqSivugaq
group stepped off their remote
island home and journeyed to
the nation'snations' capital for a two-two--

week visit and their national
debutdebut..

According to one olof the
group'sgroups' spokesmen , Jeny Tun
glyangiyan , 45 , the drummers and
dancers , who double as arts
and crafts demonstratordemonstrators! on
this trip , will contribute to
two Smithsonian exhibitions
"Celebration'Celebration"Celebration-"Celebration" '- A world of Art
and Ritual , " which shows the
art and activities that are a

part otof celehralionscelebrations droundaround the
world , and "InuaInua" SpunSpirit World

otof the Bering Sea hskmioFskimo "

Over 100 years ago Smith
sonian naturalist bdward WilWil--

liam Nelson travelled to remote
regions into western and northnorth--

western Alaska , including St.St.

Lawrence Island.Island. Helie collected
10,00010000, objects , 600 of which'which'

make up Ihethe "InuInu"InuaInua" exhibit
In Dfdeiorde, IDto tiflie past Ito pies

ent.entent ., Smithsonian othcalbtiff t-alstals- , de( ie
tidedaided to import a touch of

living Bering Sea hskurnFskimo (0101( or

Vupik/ChupikVupikChupikYupik/ChupikYupik/ ) tultureculture , the Si

vuqaq Dancers

( Continued on Page Two )
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(Continued from Page One)

The Islanderislanders , who tange in'in'

age from 15 to 70 , consider

themselves lucky to have been

chosen.chosen.,
But theirtheirswxs,

, ww'rtotwwrtot' not exactly
an Idyllic idjourntojourti; tot

,
only1only

_ dicldid ththe tbetime chanchange( i, sixtix ,

ftoitrthours from BeringWring Sea totorEsstEast-East-
ern Daylighttaylight) yimeTime ,; take ttiIts toll.toll.
tiut-

.
tiu-

t
Gu-

t.
thethe higH.higH. temperaturetemperatures and

humidity exacted .anan.,'aa' ,, uncoiti-uncoitiWuwm-

,

fortablePortable price of their own.ownown.own.

.AddAdd.Add.Add., x hectichectic'schedulehecticschedule'schedule , un.unun-.-
familiar foodthe, ?, necessity of
wearing heavy , traditional-styletraditionalstyle-

clothing-andclothingandclothing -, and foot"footfoot'"' gear'duringgearduringgear ', during
"-

performance
p-

erformance
'-performances
p-

erformances
"' , '

, and cooperation'cooperation
becomesbecbmes'ebecbmese'aa' key element of ku6sue"sue"
'teasteas' ais a dance group.group.

Group cooperatoncooperatpn
'

( and concon--

sensussenstis,, according to'to'to"'" Tungiyan ,
are nodo problem , ,, what .withwith.,

niostt of .thethetho. membermembers being

closely
,

'-related.r-elated.r-elated'related.related. In fact/factfact /,,; saysays

Iungiyan'TungiyanTungiyan' ,;; ' ' the family ''h6h6' ies

make us feelfeet moremore comfortable
and we understand each otherother'other,', .
And/AndAnd /, ' he'he' addadds , with a"aa'smfeasmfe"' anile ,
"it'sits""it'it" ' easier for-for,

- 'themthem' '(the
younger'younger ', group'groupgroin' membermerilbers) to'toto '

listen to uu5,7u57., "*

The dancedances /themselvesthemselvesthmselves/,
, are

an ingeniouingenious blend .ofof. the oldad
'andand' and thetrio new.new. "SnowSnow" Bank'Bank';,

a,
whkh'whkh,
whlcb1' depictdepicts the iwqmeriIwomen'Iwomen '

dancerdancers
,
shovelling snow'andsnowandmown( ,

,'and

;
growing-tiredgrowingtiredgrowing'tiredgrowingtired-,

' , has'hashas'shass' neartunt-neartuntnear"tint-near"tintneartint" - '

vcrsalversal appeal -., it crosses'allcrossesallcroiset'croiset' all
language-'andlanguage'andandlaage* - .andand..' -cultural''barriers'-cultural''barriers'culturalbarriers'cultural"cultural-' '"

'barnerf'-
' and tires'tiresfires'fires'' up"upup'"' thtthe ;

:

, Imagination.ImaginationImagination.Imagination. ,

;
,The ""InvitationInvitation"ln'vliatlonlnvliatlon' Dance"Dance"" alsdalsd ,

wasvialperfonppd;,performd? 'at/the'atatthe'atat' /-thethe-

,
,' "Inua"Inua'" Inua *"*'

"
- ' JSt '

exhibit openingopenif g, . a d thethd'taclCthdtaclC' lack

.oo.,ofwidespteadwtdespread participationparticiptionso, ((so

takentakenfoi*

,fof granted 'InIn' .AlaskaAlaska., Alaska)
caught.caught

.
somesome ; of the .SivuSivuAivudaq. aq

group by surprise.surprise:.
Buf'OutOut' rathttrather'rather ' than feelreel let*

down , Jerry"Jerry"

Tungiyan'TungaeTungae' $ .toptedtoptedopted.;

Tot"forfor" errtrtOptiinbt'tYlew.trtOptiinbttYlew.trtOptiinbttYlewoptimfst'svoptimfstsv'' ew., ."ll*"'! think
tomesome oof( ththesese people , who

,
areate ,

watchugwatching us; would like , to
rfance.rfancedance .," he explainedexplaln f "butbut"
they dondont krowhow-krowhowknow how ,"-

The ,
whys andnd wherefores of

.

why.tomeonwhytomeonwhji''someon4whjisomeon4'
.

damceddanced and why ;:

someonsomeono? didn'tdidnt4dn"t4dnt'" danpe didn'tdidnt'
capture iidancxrdancer ViviaiiVivjann Iy.aiIyaiIYO.

(

taiCstttentiontaR s t ttentiom, -
,

TheThd'danceThddance' dance 'aa' itselfelf diddid.., ', lyaUIy46?'.
'-
the

t-

he
'

tantart ;, Anished(lnished the1
,
, invitationalinvitations.invitations.,

anibledambled away froirifronf the stagp'RstagpR(tage',. ,

and .declareddeclaredAeclared1o. , ,
this writefi.writefiwritet ! .,

'"That"aThata"That1" t halfwayhalway'dancinglhalwaydancingl( '
, ,dancing '-

Does Acshe nean'nean;neat.neat.'', """halfheartedhalfheartedhalf-heartedhalfhearted-

dancedancer'dancer,'?' 1I paalpuui dldl.. Before apya y q: '

thing
,?cpuld'6ecpuld6eepuld ' be "-asked

a-sked"asked , though.ithoughiihttghi., ;, .,
lyakitwIyakitan lauglied'laugliedlaughed

'
., at 'htthttAher', stMst111y i;

ynspokenunspoken afterihoughtafterthought , r 'BeBef'BefBe'' *x,

tweeniweeri whitwNte and.EskimoandEskimoind .Eskimo."AseEskimo.AseEskimoAse." , (h . - ;

(, added
, a& ?, "goodgood-good"- second.late/second.lateseCohd.seCohd . , Iate4-Iate4/ '--' ,

' and thenthed wyitwent atiouabo4her'merryabo4hermerryher'm.erryiherm.erryihermerryi'
.

. '
, ., '-way.waywaJ .:


